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Mail Service Frustrates Ft.. Yukon
There are nonOncilncilroads"* roads to FortFort-

Yukon
Fort-

YukonYukon . Although there is dailydaily-
air

daily-
airair service , the villagers of FortFort-
Yukon

Fort-
YukonYukon find they receive supplies ,

communications andandotherother necnec-nec-
essities

nec-

essities
-¬-

essities days andandeveneven weeksweeks-
after

weeks-
afterafter they are mailed .

Last week , frustrated by thethe-

decline
the-

declinedecline in mail service since thethe-

Post
the-

PostPost Office inaugurated its "twotwo"two-
track

"two-
track

"
track air transport system "' inin-

September
in-

SeptemberSeptember , 1970 , the villagersvillagers-
ofof Fort Yukon submitted a pepe-pe¬-

tition to the U.SUS. . Post Office toto-

"restore
to-

"restore"restorerestore" mail service to at leastleast-

its
least-

itsits previous level of adequacy . "
One hundred and forty-fivefortyfivefortyfivev-

iJlage
fortyfive-

village
--

villageviJlage residents signed the pepe-pepe-

tition
pe-

tition
¬-

tition , which charged the PostPost-
Office

Post-
OfficeOffice with causingqusing damage toto-

local
to-

locallocal business , transportation ,

.,.-
and

a- nd. andd morale .

The "twotwo" track air transporttransport-
system

transport-
systemsystem ,,"" according to Mr . Ev-EvEv-

erette
Ev-

erette
Ev-

erette
-

erette Wilde of the U.SUS. . PostPost-

Office
Post-

OfficeOffice in Fairbanks , divides AlasAlas--¬-

kan points into priorityprionty andand-

nonpnontyareas
and-

nonprioritynon-prioritynonprioritynon-pnontyareasnonpnontyareas- areas .

"CertainCertain" main line offices areare-

consIdered
are-

consideredconsidered non-prioritynonprioritynon-pnontypnonty- pointspOlOtS .

Bush offices , with less frequentfrequent-
service

frequent-
serviceservice are consideredconSldered prioritypnorpriority-
points

tyty-

pointspoints ," he explained .

Fort Yukon , along with Tan-TanTan-
ana

Tan-
ana

Tan-
ana

--

ana , Galena ,. Nome , Kotzebue ,

and Barrow is a non-prioritynonprioritynon-pnoritypnoritynonpnority-
pomt

nonpriority-
point

-

pointpomt . Its non-prioritynonpriority- mail-mailmail-

everything
mail-

everything
mail-

everything
--

everything except first class-isclassisclassisC-

ontinued
classisC-

ontinued
classisC-

ontinued
--
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carriedrried by ., air carriers on a spacespace-
available

space-
availableavailable basis .

This policy , whichwhich, the CjvilCivilCjvi-

lAeronautics
Civi-

lAeronauticsAeronauticsAeronauticsBoard.BoardBoard-Board.- inauguratedinaugurated-
after

inaugurated-
afterafter its Alaska Rate HearingsHearings-
last

Hearings-
lastlast summer in Washington , isis-

an
is-

anan attempt by thehe Post OfficeOffice-

toto lower the cost of bush mailmail-

service

mail-

serviceservice . Before the policy change ,

air carriers were required toto-

carry
to-

carrycarry all mail before they loadedloaded-
freight

loade-
dfreightfreightfreight

. .. Now , they can use mailmail-

as
mail-

as '" ""as .mlermler"TillerTiller cargo after passengerspassengers-
and

passengers-
andand cargo , Mr . Wilde explained .

The cost to the Post Office , asas-

a
as-

aa result is substantially less .

AlthoughAlthoughallall fIrst class mailmail-

is
mail-

isis carried within one day , duringduring-
periods

during-
periodsperiods of heavy travel andand-

freight
and-

freightfreight , ( such as the ChristmasChristmas-
holidays

Christmas-
holidaysholidays ) , other mail may bebe-

delayed
be-

delayeddelayed up to a week or more .

The villagers of Fort YukonYukon-
are

Yukon-
areare some of thothose who lose outout-

under
out-

underunder the new system-throughsystemthroughsystemthrough-
delayed

systemthrough-
delayed

-
delayed supplies , newspapers , andand-
other

and-
otherother mail .

According to their petitIOn ,

the United States Postal De-DeDe-

partment
De-

partment
-

partment fails to provide thethe-

followmg
the-

followingfollowmgfollowing necessities :

uDependable"DependableDependable" Communlca-CommunlcaCommunica-CommunicaCommunlca-
tlOnsFaubanksdaily

Communic-
ationsFairbanksdaily

-

tlOns-FaubanksdailytlOnsFaubanksdailytions-FairbanksdailytionsFairbanksdaily-- newspapersnewspapers-
arrive

.
arrive at least two weeks late .

Educational matenalsmaterials lose sig-sigsig-

nificance
sig-

nificance
-

nificance by arrival time .
.'Medical-PrescriptJons'MedicalMedicalPrescriptJons"Medical-Prescriptions"MedicalPrescriptions"' - andand-

other
and-

otherother supplies arrive after thethe-

need
the-

needneed no longer exists .

uCredit-SinceuCreditSince"Credit-Since"CreditCredit" - statements ar-arar-

rive
ar-

rive

-

rive long after the bill IS due ,

credit ratings are jeopardIZed .

UBusmess-BusinessUBusmessBusiness"Business-Business"Business" -- IS affectedaffected-
by

affected-
byby delayed deadlines Iin com-comcom-
munications

com-
munications

-

munications . Available scholar-scholarscholar-
ships

scholar-
ships

-

ships , grants , and other neededneeded-
programs

needed-
programsprograms for the low-incomelowincomelowincome-
areas

lowincome-
areas

-

areas are , closed before the Iin-inin-

formation
-

formationformation is obtained .

"Transportation-"TransportationTransportation"TransportationTransp"Transportation-Transporta-"TransportationTransportationTransporta"TransportationTransporta-
tion

"" -Transp rta-rtarta-

tion
-

tion is jeopardized by failurefailure-

of
failure-

ofof parts tQto arrive int time forfor-

necessary
for-

necessarynecessary maintenance to workwork-

on
work-

onon trap lineS , cityity roads ., planes ,

snowmobiles , etc .
.'" af-afaf-

fected
af-

fected
.Recreation-Recreation.RecreationRecreation.RecreationRecreation"Recreation-Recreation"Recreation- IS -

fected-fectedfectedby
-

by failure of the moviesmovies-

toto arrive on time .

. uPeople-MoraleuPeopleMorale"People-Morale"PeoplePeople" - IS affected byby-

constant
by-

constantconstantconstant disappointment andand-

frustration
and-

frustrationfrustration over these failuresfailures-
inin communication as well asas-

those
as-

thosethose affectaffectingng their persnalpersonalpersnal-
hves

personal-
lives

,
,?

hveslives in not having clocloserr tiesties-

with
tiesties-

withwith
.
families and fnendsfriends byby-

mail
by-

mail '"mail .

Although Mr.. Wilde does notnot-

agree
not-

agreeagree with some of their specificspecifi-
cconplaints

specific-
complaintsconplaintscomplaints, , he does believe thethe-

villagers
the-

villagersvillagers of Fort Yukon lose outout-

under
out-

underunder the new systemsystem-
Bills

system-
BillsBills , he says ., as first classclass-

mail
class-

mailmail , should be carnedcarried Immedimmed-immed-
iately

.-
latelyiately . Newspapers should . asas-

the
as-

thethe first non-prioritynonpriority- Item loaded ,
be delayed not more than a fewfew-

days
few-

daysdays . Except during bad weather .

these things should go to FortFort-
Yukon

Fort-
YukonYukon almost Immediately .

However ., at tImes of heanheavyheant-
ravel

heavy-

traveltravel and freIght , supplies andand-

non
and-

nonnon fIrst class Items may bebe-

delayed
be-

delayeddelayed noticeably ,.

..SenatorSenator"Senator'" Stevens :,"' he ex-exex-

plamed
ex-

plained
-

plamedplained , ulS"isis" aware of the prob-probprobl-
em

prob-
lem

--

lem . However ., so far no pro-propro-
gress

pro-
gress

-
gress has been made ."

The Fort Yukon petitIOn ., hehe-

said
he-

saidsaid , IS far from the fIrst com-comcom-
plaint

com-
plaint

-

plaint about the two track airair-

transport
air-

transporttransport system vanousvarious offIcialsoffIcials-
have

officials-
havehave receIVed .

Bush mail service ., IS aoan ex-exex-

pensive
ex-

pensive
-

pensive money loser to the PostPost-

OffIce
Post-

OfficeOffIce and one that they areare-

ttying
are-

tryingttyingtrying to make cheaper whilewhile-
retaining

", h ee-

retainingretaining necessary service ,.


