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AREAREA DIRECTOR-TheDIRECTORTheEIRECTOR-TheEIRECTORThe[)$ IRECT R-IhRIh-- (! newly installedinstalled BufeauBUBuea-

u

:
of IndianIndial1 Affairs area director for Alaska , MolrrisMdrrisMorrisMdrris-

Thompson
Morris-

ThompsonThompson , is enjoying the Fairbanks NaiiveNa'iveNaiveNa'ive-
Association

Naive-
Association

'
Association potlatchpotlach, last Saturday . Sitting withwjth

- ---- '- - - '-him is his wife Thelma . On the far right is thethe-
friend

the-
friendfriend of the Tundra Times Ernie Hanauer ofof-

Fairbanks
of-

FairbanksFairbanksFairbanks-
MADELYN

Fairbanks-
MADEL

Fairbanks-
MADELYN

.

-MADELYNMADELYN-MADELMADEL- YN SHULMAN Photograph

"NativeNative'Native"' leadership is expandexpand-expand-
ing

expand-
ing

¬-

ing rapidly ," commentedcommen ted BIABIA-

Alaska
BIA-

AlaskaAlaska Area Director MorrisMorris-
Thompson

Morris-
ThompsonThompson . He cited the sophissophis-sophis-
ticated

sophis-
ticated

-¬-

ticated native organizations concon-con-
trolling

con-
trolling

¬-
trolling thousands and millionsmillmillions-
of

onsons-

ofof dollars in assets , natives inin-

government
in-

governmentgovernment positions allalloverallover-
Alaska

overover-
AlaskaAlaska and in Washington , D.CDC. .

Thompson , himself , an AthaAtha-Atha-
bascan

Atha-
bascan

¬-
bascan Indian from Tanana , is aa-

sign
a-

signsign of this expansion-asexpansionas- AreaArea-
Director

Area-
DirectorDirector of the mammoth AlasAlas-Alas-
kan

Alas-
kan

-¬-

kan Bureau of Indian AffairsAffairs-
operations

Affairs-
operationsoperations .

In his first mbnthmonthm nth as AreaArea-
Director

Area-
DirectorDirector , Thompson has loggedlogged-
thousands

logged-
thousandsthousands of miles to meet withwith-
dozens

with-
dozensdozens of BIA staff membersmembers-
and

members-
andand native leaders in all parts ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska .

Communications-openingCommunicationsopening-- thethe-

communications
the-

communicationscommunications between nativenative-
leaders

native-
leadersleaders and the BIABfA hierarchy-hierarchyhierarchy-
is

-
is his first order of business inin-

his
in-

hishis new job and he is accomplishaccomplish-accomplish-
ing

¬-

ing it through meetings withwith-
AFN

with-
AFNAFN directors , regional nativenative-
boards

native-
boardsboards , and local native associaassocia-associa-
tions

associa-
tions

¬-

tions in many parts of Alaska .

"We'reWere'We're"' ' trying to open comcom-com-
munications

com-
munications

¬-

munications between the BIABIA-

and
BIA-

andand the nativenativeinativ . people-topeopleto- developdevelop-
aa sense of teamwork ;" ThompsonThompson-
told

Thompson-
toldtold the Tundra Times during aa-

trip
a-

triptrip to Fairbanks .

Once communicationscommunicati/nscommunicatins/) are eses-esest-

ablished
es-

tablished
-¬-

tablished , he hopes to use nativenative-
ideas

native-
ideasideas to adapt BureauButeau programsprognunsprognuns-
to

programs-
toto fit the needs of nativenatrlenat'enate;.' comcom-com-
munities

com-
munities

¬-

munities .

Termination is a big questionquestion-
today

,

today . In . Congress , several billsbills-
call

bills-
callcall forfot a cutback or terminationtermination-
ofof BIABlA services along with anyany-

land
any-

landland claims settlement..

Yet , in his talks withwithnativenativenative-
leaders

native-
leadersleaders , Thompson has receivedreceived-

opinions
received-

opinionsopinions which favor a changechange-
inin the BIABlA , an adaption to thethe-
needs

the-
needsneeds of native people today ,

but not an end to the Bureau'sBureausBureau's-
services

Bureau's-
services

'
services .

The BIABfA is changing and willwill-

change
will-

changechange more , to respond to NaNa-NaNa-

tive
Na-

tive
¬-

tive needs and desiresdes es , accordingaccording-
toto Thompson . At present , underunder-
the

under-
thethe BIABfA rotation policy , AlaskanAlasAlaskan-
Field

nn-

FieldField Administrators have beenbeen-
informed

beenbeen-
informedinformed of pending reassignreassign-reassig-
nment

reassign-
ment

¬-

ment.. So far , few have been

'LeadershipLeadership"Leadership'LeaLea'"
.

rshipExpanding-rshipExpandingrshipExpandingIExpandingExpanding-Expandin-
gBIA

'- I

_

BIA Area Director Thompson
notified of reassignmentsreassignments , thoughthough-
aa committee in Washington isis-

working
is-

workingworking to findfmd new slots forfor-

former
for-

formerformer Superintendents .

In FairbanksFairb3lks) , the local FieldField-
Administrator

Field-
AdministratorAdministrator has requested aa-

chapge
a-

changechajigechapgechange .

In Juneau , the Tlingit-HaidaTlingitHaidaTlingitHaida-
have

-

have contracted to take over thethe-

southeast
the-

southeastsoutheast BIA superintendency .

Next month'month' ,. they will name anan-

individual
an-

individualindividual as acting Field AdAd-AdAd-

ministra
Ad-

ministrator
¬- ,.

ministratorministra tor .

On July 1 , after two or threethree-
months

three-
monthsmonths supervising the day toto-

day
to-

dayday BIA operation , the AreaArea-
Director

Area-
DirectorDirector and acting Field AdAd-AdAd-

ministrator
Ad-

ministrator
¬-

ministrator willwillreportreport to thethe-
TlingitHaida

the-
TlingitHaidaTlingit-HaidaTlingitHaida- Central Council .

If their contract with the BIABlABIA-
seems

BlA-
seemsseems to work , they will assumeassume-
responsibility

assume-
responsibilityresponsibility for the SoutheastSoutheast-
field

Southeast-
fieldfield officeoffie . -

In his meetings with field adad-adad-
ministrators

ad-

ministrators
-¬-

ministrators , BIA staff , and nana-nana-

tive
na-

tive
¬-

tive organizations , Thompson hashas-

tried
has-

triedtried to encourage open dialoguedialogue-
onon the bureau programs , recentrecent-
changes

recent-
changeschanges and the needs and desiresdesires-
of

desires-
ofofofnativenative groups .

"AlsoAlso" , I'veIve'' been renewing oldold-

acquaintances
old-

acquaintancesacquaintances ," said the AreaArea-
Director

Area-
DirectorDirector .

After his weeks on the road ,

the Area Director will return toto-

his
to-

hishis Juneau offices to settle into

the routine of BIABlA business ,. rorforfor-
the

For-

thethe indefiniteindefmite future , the BIABIA-

offices
BIA-

officesoffices will remain in Juneau ,

despite an announced move toto-

Anchorag
to-

AnchoragfAnchorageAnchoragAnchoragf ;..
Yet , last weekend , MorrisMorris-

Thompson
Morris-

ThompsonThompson was "homehome" , " attendattend-attend-
ing

¬-
ing the FNA potlatch , the dogdog-

races
dog-

racesraces and visiting with hish s family-familyfamily-
who

family-
who

family-
who

-
who have remained in FairbanksFairbanks-
and

Fairbanks-
andand Tanana to see friends andand-
family

and-
familyfamily until they can findfmd aa-

house
a-

househouse in Juneau .

On his trip , he met with thethe-

Fairbanks
the-

FairbanksFairbanks Native AssociationAssociation-
board

Association-
boardboard and with the Native AdAd-AdAd-

visory
Ad-

visory
¬-

visory Board for the FairbanksFairbanks-
Field

Fairbanks-
FieldField Office , a groupgroupwithwith manymany-
good

many-
goodgood ideas based upon their pastpast-
months

past-
monthsmonths of overseeing BIA operoper-oper-
ations

oper-
ations

¬-
ations in the area .


