
Native Oriented Studies at U of A

They call it black studies atat-
some

at-
somesome schools , Indian studies atat-
others

at-
othersothers , third worldworldcuttureworldcultureculturecutture ,. mimi-mi¬.-

noritynonty studies andandaa dozen difdif-dif-
ferent

dif-
ferent

¬-

ferent names and labels . ThoughThough-
the

Though-
thethe courses differ and were oftenoften-
instituted

often-
institutesinstitutedinstitutes.( through violence thethe-
concept

the-
conceptconcept is the same :

Not all students identify withwith-
white

with-
whitewhite , middle classclas$ AmericanAmerican-
society

American-
societysociety . College students fromfrom-
other

from-
otherother cultures Want to studystudy-
their

study-
theirtheir own people , culture , hishis-his-
tory

¬.-

tory and politics .

Despite lots of publicity thethe-
four

the-
fourfour new Native Studies coursesoursescourses-
at

ourses-
atat the University of Alaska thisthis-
semester

this-
semestersemester have not shaken anyany-
bastions

any-
bastionsbastions . Quietly , withwithaa goodgood-
deal

good-
dealdeal of forethought , organizaorganiza-organiza-
tion

¬.-

tion , imaginationjmagination , students areare-
studying

are-
studyingstudying the literature , the traditradi-tradi-
tions

¬.-

tions, the politics and the craftscrafts-
of

crafts-
ofofAlaska'sAlaskas' varied native peoples .

As the 1971-721971721971.72197172-. school yearyear-
opened

year-
openedopened at UA , TUNDRA TIMESTIMES-
talked

TIMES-
talkedtalked with Dr . Walter Soboleff , ,
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thethe'lIlUthelIlU'manman' chosen byby.thebythe.thethe. studentstudent-
members

student-
membersmembersmembersof'

of the "SpecialSpecial"; OrienOrien-Orien-
tation

Orien-
tation

¬-

tation Services Board to organizeorganize-
the

organize-
thethe native studies program .

As he , the instructors in nana-nana-
tive

na-
tive

¬-

tive politiespolitics ',, history , literatureliterature-
and

literature-
andand skinskinIskinsewing

I,
sewing ' have plannedplanned-

the
planned-

thethe ooursescoursescourses , each of the fourfour-
oourses

four-
coursescoursesoourses are uniqueWque .

Three of the classes-politicsclassespolitics- ,
history and literature-haveliteraturehaveliterature-ha'eha'ehae- ,' eacheach-
invited

each-
invitedinvited 12 expert native speakersspeakers-
from

speakers-
fromfrom all over Alaska to addressaddress-
their

address-
theirtheir classes on specific subjects..

The speakers range from(rom MrsMMMM-
Genevieve

..
Genevieve Soboleff , who led offoff-
the

off-
thethe Indian , Eskimo , Aleut literalitera-litera-
ture

litera-
ture

¬-

ture class with a talk on HaidaHaida-
legends

Haida-
legendslegends to such noted figuresfigUres-

asas AFN President Don Wright ,

invited to speak to the nativenative-
politics

native-
politics'coursepoliticspolitics'coursepoliticscourse'courseoo rse on the vital sub1iUb-1iUbsub-1iU-
bjeet

sub-
ject

-¬-
jectjeet Of land claims .

Most,Most ', of the speakers on nana-nana-
tive

na-
tive

¬-

tive literature '
are-arearenative-, native storystory-

tellers
story-

tellerstellers , often old people , withwith-
an

with-
anan encyclopedia knowledge ofof-
the

of-
thethe traditional literature of theirtheir-
people

their-
peoplepeople . Much of thistIs traditiontradition-
has

tradition-
hashas never beenbeen'reoor4edbeenreoor4edbeen'recordedbeenrecorded'-recordedr-ecorded' . TheThe-
native

The-
nativenative students in

'
the literatureliterature-

course
literature-

coursecourse wiQwill record these storiesstories-
and

stories-
andand legends as their class propro-pro-
jectsassuring

pro-
jectsassuring

-¬-

jects-assuringjectsassuringjects-assuring-jectsassuringthat- , that at least aa-
portion

a-
portionportion of their tradition wfllwillwill-
not

will-
notnot die with the older generation .

Each of the four presentresent nana-nana-
tive

na-
tive

¬-

tive studies courses is part of aa-
different

a-
differentdifferent academic department ..

None of them will use textbooks ,

there are honenone .
The University professorsprofessors-

who
professors-

whowho lead the courses artarare'enthu-are'enthuareenthuare'enthu-
siastic

'enthu-'enthuenthu'enthu-
siastic

'enthu¬-
siastic and experimental . ProPro-Prof-
essor

Prof-
essor

-¬

fessor Gordon Harrison , whowho-
leads

who-
leadsleads the nativebative politics class,
has adoptedadopted'theadoptedthe'-thet-he"-thet-he'" TUNDRATUNDAATUNDAA-
TIMES

TUNDRA-
TIMESTIMES as requiredrequlred class readingreading-
material

reading-
materialmaterial.. *'"#

He hopes.,. to interest one oror-
more

or-
moremore students in native journajourna-journa-
lism

journa-
lism

¬-

lism as a participation class propro-pro-
ject

pro-
ject

-¬

ject. For native literature , manymany-
studeJ1ts

many-
studeptsstudejitsstudeJ1tsstudepts will return to their vilvil-vilvil-
lages

vil-
lages

¬-

lages to collect traditional storiesstories-
Native

stories-
Native

stories-
NativeNative studies is burgeoningburgeoning-

outout in the curriculum of manymany-
high

many-
highhigh schools and colleges in AlaAla-Ala-
ska

Ala-
ska

¬-

ska within the last few years ,
says Dr . Soboleff .

At UA , they have more nana-nana-
tive

na-
tive

¬-

tive students on ., campus thanthan-
ever

than-
everever before-almostbeforealmost- 300 . At thethe-
UA

the-
UAUA and other Alaskan schools ,

coursescoues($ have'

cropped up in EskiEski-Eski-
mo

Eski-
mo

¬-

mo and Indian languages , inin-
Tlingit

in-
TlingitTlingit , Eskimo , Athabascan andand-
Aleut

and-
AleutAleut cultures..

BothBothnativenative and non-nativenonnativenon-native-nonnativenonnative-
students

nonnative-
students

- '-
students have flocked into thethe-
courses

the-
coursescourses.. The heritage class atat-
UA

at-
UAUA drew almost SO50 studentsstudents-
before

students-
beforebefore the University closed it .

The other native studies coursescourses-
have

courses-
havehave students on waiting listslists-
for

lists-
forfor next semester .

Dr . Walter SoboleffSo oleff , formerfonnerfonner-
president

former-
presidentpresident of the Alaska NativeNative-
Brotherhood

Native-
BrotherhoodBrotherhood , political figure ,
educator ,,. forsees an expansionexpansion-
ofof native studies to a pointpoint-
where

point-
wherewhere a student dannnmajorcan? major in ,.

the study of a native peoplepeople-
inin Alaska-perhapsAlaskaperhaps- to fillf.tllftll. oneone-
of

one-
ofof the burgeoning positions inin-
Alaska

in-
AlaskaAlaska which demand peoplepeople-
who

people-
whowho knowknow.aboutknowabout.about theirthe r own nana-nana-
tive

na-
tive

¬-

tive culture and about the otherother-
native

other-
nativenative cultures in Alaska .


