
AfterMer 20 YearsYears,, What-WhatWhatU-

picksoun

WhatU-

picksoun

What ?-
UpicksounLipicksoun Addresses Alaska Press CMClubCM-

Note

Club-

Note(NoteN te : "thethe"?'hehe' followingarefollowing are exerptsfromexeiptsexerpts from a speech by JoeJot UpicksounUp icksoun ,

President of the Arctic Slope Native Association to thethe AlaskaAlaska-

Press

Alaska-

PressPress Club-SeptemberClubSeptemberlub-Septemberlub- 22,197122197122 ,, 1971 .. )

" . . .AsAs. we have talked internally among ourselves-ourourselvesourourslves-ourlvesour- boardboard-

of

board-

ofof directors and our advisors-weadvisorswe- long ago formed the conclu ¬..

sion that the Alaska PressPress-newspapersPressnewspapers-newspapers , radio , television , andID1dID1-
dmagazineswas

and-
magazineswasmagazines-wasmagazineswas- sharply critical of the Natives and our positionposition-
inin the settlement .

Now this critical attitude is not so bad , because the Press isis-

stpposed

is-

supposedsupposedstpposed! to question ,! to criticize , to make public institutionsr-
esponsive

institutionsinstitutionsr-
esponsiveresponsive to the public need . And so , the question is-isisYouis ;::-' YouYou-
have

You-
havehave done a fine job in criticizing us ; what kind of a job havehave-

you

have-

youyou done as against the other competitors for our land ?

We , the Inupiat Eskimos 'off the Arctic Slope , have a story toto-
tell

to-
telltell the world ., . ForF.IJIFIJI. thetne last time , the United States has a chancechance-
toto prove to her own citizens and to the rest of the world that herher-
Christian

her-
ChristianChristian morality is more than words . . .

The question before the Congress today is : Can the CongressCongress-
measure

Congress-
measuremeasure up to this high responsibility in settling the land rightsrights-
of

rights-
ofof Alaska'sAlaskas' Eskimos , Indians and Aleuts on the basis of fairfair-
value

fair-
valuevalue ?

"HaveHave" you , the Press , devoted any real attention to the honorhonor-
of

honor-
ofof the United States? Have you reminded the State governmentgovernment-
that

government-
thatthat the more the State gobbles liptip from the Natives , the lessless-
honor

less-
honorhonor the United States and her people will have?

We take courage ,. however , in Section 4 of the StatehoodStatehood-
Act

Statehood-
ActAct which states :: ".*.* .TheThe*.The State and its people do agree and dede-dede-
clare

de-
clare

¬-

clare that they forever disclaim ajlap right and title to any landslands-
oror other propertyproperty.thepropertytheropertythe*"* *. the right or title to whichmaywhchmay*"* * be held-
by

heldheld-
byby and IndiansIndians

, Eskimos or Aleuts *.* *. ."
"" ., ., .TheThe.. huge frenzy over the pipeline is an example .. YouYou-

see

You-
see"\a see , I feel that most people missed the basic point : Over whosewhose-
land

whose-
landland is it going to be built ? That is the initial question .

"" . . .InInAn.. looking at the Tress'PressPress"'' , we have concludedconc uded that thethe-
Press

the-
PressPress has whippedwh pped upupanan hysteria over the pipeline . As a directdirect-

product

direct-

productproduct of this hysteria , people up here over-boughtoverbought- on credit ,.
over-spentoverspentover.spentoverspent-. on credit-allcreditall-- because of this atmosphere that everyevery-every-
one

every-
one

¬-

one was going to be an instant millionaire . May I suggest that ifif-
the

if-
thethe Press hadhadreallyreally understood the mood of the NativeNative-
people

Native-
peoplepeople ,. it would have been more restrained and much hardship-
avoided

hardshiphardship-
avoidedavoided .

You must understand that Western Civilization really didn'tdidntdidn't-
touch

didn't-
touch

'
touch the North Slope until about 1965 ,. and then it pouredpoured-
inin like a gusher that drown everything .

This rampant development inflamed the Eskimos . It was likelike-
a

'
a bulldozer ._

Even today we have no assurance that the Congress willwill-
pay

will-
paypay us fair value for the extinguishment of our rightstights in ourour-
lands

our-
landslands . And we are aware of Adam Smith'sSmiths' law : The ultimateultimate-
source

ultimate-
sourcesource of all wealth is land . . .

*"* . . .NowNow. we have the oil . We can learn from the whalingwhaling-
the

whaling-
thethe placer mines ,. copper , salmonsabnon and timber . The real backbonebackbone-
ofof Alaskan industry isiSNative

,
Native ownership . We don'tdont' leave, becausebecause-

this
because-

thisthis is our home . !:

Instead of '-concentrating
c-

oncentrating'-concentrating
c-

oncentrating' concentrating on Native .ownershipownership. , the Alaska-
Press

AlaskaAlaska-
PressPress has given the public the idea that the pipelinepipelinepipelinethe'IiIi'{ the answeransweanswer-
forfor ouroutouteconomyeconomy . We read our editorials andandnewsnews columns:!.,

We alsoaI readreadthethe'the-the'- publicity put out by Alaska-AlaskaAlaskaThere.. -., There willwiIJ bebeabe-
construction

be-
construction

a
construction crew of five to ten thousand for two or threethree-
years

three-
yearsyears and a permanent crew ofthree hundred.

While speaking ', of the , pipeline , we shoulds'louldslould.' mention the issueissue-
of

issue-

ofof environmentalenv-ironmental protection .
,\
No matter how competent Alyeska'sAlyeskasAlyesb'sAlyesbsAlyesb'se-

ngineers
Alyeska's-

engineers

'
engineers are , there -alwaysalwaysisalwaysis'alwaysis-alwaysisis -' the humanhuman'factorhumanfactor'factorfactor''' , RecentlyRe ently ,,; twotwo-
sailors

twotwo-
sailorssailors in Puget Sound forgot toto check two

1,1valvesvalves, so that.that'. thatf-
JVe

.that-
fivefivefJVe thousand'thousand

'
barrels ( two ' hundred and ; ten thousand gallonsgallo.ns

. )
were pumped intonto the Sound .

,"

)
,

.OneOne.One of outour worries is that a spillspiII 'wfllwfll'wiIJwiIJ'willwill'' occuroccur.an-
d

occuran-
d

occur
.and our subsistence ,,

livingliving will be injured .. OurOuilegal advisorsadvsors tellteU usus we don'tdont' own wildwild-
animals

wild-
animalsanimals ," , so .wewe. can'tcantcan"t'"' sue for their destruction even though ourour-
subsistence

our-
subsistencesubsistence livingWinglivingwillWingwillwill be injuredinju d., We haveh e , therefore ,. proposed-
that

proposedproposed-
tbaC.thethatthatthetbaC.thetbaCthe/thethe-the/:.- NativeN tive regional

"-associations
a-ssociations"-associations
a-ssociations"-associationsa-ssociations"" be: paid Fifteen ., DollarsDollars-

per

Dollars-

perper
1'

1gallongallon of spillagespi1lage and'and''
>,. the association would then '

replacereplace-
th

replace-
the

'
theththesubsistencesubsistencesubsiste ce living withwifhwifhsubstitutes: substitutes to its people :;. ,

. '
,

"..
*. . '..OneOne. of our truly basic concerns is that we love the NorthNorth.

We like living there .: , It ,. is generous to usuS-theuStheus--the'sea'theusthe'sea'thetheseathe--- the
'-sea
s-ea'sea ,. ' the rivers , thethe-

tundra
the-

tundra
the-

tundratundra . Our advisors tell ,. us
, that an oil field has

,
an average lifelife-
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