'Arts and Crafts Co-op Formed Here to Improve Artlsts Income

“When a native arust or craft-
smen sells his work to a commer-
cial outlet, he only gets about a
* third of the final selling price.
We think he should do better.
That’s one of the main reasons
we've started the coop.”

Ernie  Hanauer, a longtime
‘Fairbanksan with a deep inter-
est in the arts, said that to ex-
plain one reason behind 'Teknh,,
the new arts and crafts coop
now looking for things to sell
in their newly opening show-
room on Wendell Street.

Teknh is designed to stimu- -

late arts and crafts—by making
them more profitable for the
artist—not some middleman. In
Greek, Techna means art forms
which can be taught and it is the
byword behind a group of ener-
getic artists and craftsmen who
want art to be more than a
pleasant passtime.

Hanauer donated his former
house on Wendell Street to the
coop to start the project moving.:
After all, it was his idea in the
first place.

A few months ago, he bought
a pencil. drawing from a 20 year
old Minto youth named Eric
Charlie, Eric, he feared, was
selling his highly detailed and
talented drawings for a great
deal less than they were worth.

“How can he afford to spend
three days on a drawing and
only get 20 or 30 dollars for it,”
Hanauer wondered. If, however,
Eric could get better prices for
his work he could do more of it.

So, a group of art-oriented
Fairbanksans - devised the coop
idea—a nonprofit corporation to
obtain and sell the works of
Alaskan artists and craftsmen.

The old Hanauer house with -

its picturesque front yard pine
tree was completely refurbished—-
decorated with yellow ginger-
bread gimcrack and the inside
turned into showroom space.

On Sunday afternoons, up-
wards. of 20 people would ap-
pear to form work parties—to
paint, build, clean and later put
up shelves.

About a week ago the bright-
ly painted Teknh sign, designed
and painted by Buzzy and Veda
Giles, appeared in the front yard.

Each day, hundreds of Fairbanks
motorists drive by the busy
intersection. Hopefully, after
the grand opening around' Octo-
ber 1, many. will stop to browse

.or buy

Next to the sign is a large
metal sculptor donated by Ted
Isto, a local Fairbanks sculptor.

Tekrnh hopes, to open  in
October with a full range of
arts and ceafts—painting, sculp-

ture, photographs—and all types

of native crafts. They are al-
ready accepting work on consign-

ment. For each sale, Teknh
will retain 25 per cent for opera-
ting expenses—perhaps part time
salaries.

“Our major pnnclple is that
nobody can make a profit out
of this,” explained: Hanauer:
“Our big problem will be finding
art. Customers are no problem.”

Right now, 'Teknh plans to
begin contacting village artists
and craftsmen to offer their .
services. The coop already has
about 20 active members—each
contributing five dollars.



