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Alaska announced thethe-

award
the-

awardawardawardofof a $1,0001000$ , grant towardtoward-
falming

towardf-
LlmingfilmingfalmingfLlmingfalmingof, of the historic TlingitTJingitTJingit-
and

Tlingit-
andand Haida Indian "potlatchpotlatch" "
scheduled'inscheduledinscheduled ' in KakeKalee , in SoutheasSoutheas-Southeas-
tern

¬.-

Septembertern AlaskaAl ska , at the end of SepSep--¬.
tember .

Alaska filmmakerftlmmaleer Larry BrayBray-
ton

*.

featuringtheton will filmft1m the event , featuring
the raising of the world'sworlds' tallesttallest-
totem

tallest-
totemtotem pole , carved to recordrecord-
the

record-
thethe history of the TlingitTIingit andand-
Haida

and-
HaidaHaida people .

Dancing , singing , the tellingtelling-
of

telling-
ofof ancient legends , feasting andand-
the

and-
thethe ceremonial raising of thethe-
totem

the-
totemtotem will form the major partpart-
of

part-
ofof the festival .

"SuchSuch"'" an event is in the heartheart-
of

heart-
ofof the Tlingit and Haida culccul-culcul-
tures

l ¬.-
tures , and it may never taketake-
place

take-
placeplace again ,,"" said Brayton .

"NotNot" to record it would havehave-
been

have-
beenbeen unfortunate , and BP'sBPs' grantgrant-
alongalong3l0nggrant3l0ngwith others , willwilJ makemake-
this

make-
thisthis possible .,"

Brayton'sBraytons' community sponspon-spon-
sored

¬.-
sored documentary film willwill'bewillbewill'be-
avalable

'bebe'

availableavalablev } able to Alaska Native groupsgroups-
villages

,

villages , museums , universitiesuniversities-
and

,
and the general public whenwhen-
completed

when-
completedcompleted .

"potlatchThe ceremony of the "pot-"potpot" -.
latch ", to Southeastern IndianIndian-
groups

Indian-
groupsgroups , is that of.of. a major feasfeas-feas-
ting

feas-
ting

-¬-

ting experience withwithceremonialceremonialceremonial-
rituals

ceremonial-
ritualsrituals to celebrate a great event..

In this case , the event is thethe-
syInboJic

the-
symbolicsymbolicsyInboJic return of the big totemtotem-
carvedcarved , aas* aa 1967 Alaska CenCen-Cen-
tennial

Cen-
tennial

¬-
tennial project and displayed inin-
the

in-
thethe ' Alaska " Pavilion at thethe-
World's

the-
World'sWorld'sWorlds' Fair in Osaka..

Return of , the
,

' totem hashas-
symbolic

has-
symbolic

s
symbolic meaning , since in early
daysearlydaysmissionaries burnedburnedoror carcar-car-
ried

¬.-
ried off the totems.. Many werewere-
shipped

were-
shippedshipped to museumsmuseuinsmuseums around thethth-
world

g.
world , never to return...

The last recorded great "pot-"potpot"pot-
latch

""pot-
latch

-.
latch " of the Tlingit-HaidaTlingitHaida- peopeo-peo-
ple

peo-
ple

-¬

ple was in 1904 , in Sitka.. AfterAfter-
thi

After-
thinthisthithin date the potlatch traditiontradition-
was

tradition-
waswas discouraged in the beliefbelief-
that

beliebelie-
that

f
that the potlatch ceremony waswas-
a

was-
aa pagan ritual .

As many as 2,0002000, visitorsVisitors-
from

visitors-
fromfrom Southeastern villages areare-
expected

are-
expectedexpected in KakeKalee this Sept.. 30 ,

Oct . 1I and 2 , the three daysdays-
planned

dayday-
planned

s

planned for the main part of thethe-
festival

the-
festivalTlingitvillagefestival . Kake is a small TlingitTlingit-
villagevillage on the northwest coastcoast-
of

coast-
ofof Kupreanof Island .

Brayton , former Alaska newsnews-news-
man

news-
man

-¬-

man and head of the AlaskaAlaska-
State

Alaska-
StateState Community Action ProPro-Pro-
gram

-¬.
gram , has made several recentrecent-
ftlrns

recent-
filmsfilmsftlrns on Alaska Native socialsocial-
problems

social-
problemsproblems and cultural events .


