
SecretarySecretaryRogersRogers C.

B. MorionMorton MakesMakes-

SignificantSigtiificantSignificant VisitVisitD-

uring

VisitD-

uringDuringDUflng theIhe first weekweekofofof-

August
of-

AugustAugust , RogersRoger C( B Morton ,.
SecretarySccretdry of the InteriorI nteflor , mademade-
aa significantslgnlflcJnt: ] visit to Alaska ,.

speakingpeaklngspeakingininm bjwib th Anchorage andand-

Fairbank
and-

FairbankFairbank r, nieelingmeetmgmeeting with toptop-
Native

top-
NativeNative leadersaders , and flyingflymg northnorth-
over

north-
overover thithtit Brooks rajigeqngerange along thethe-

propose
the-

proposeproposedpropose pipelinePlpelme routeroute-
Morton's

route-
Morton's

route-
Morton'sMorton'sMortons' was the thirdtlurdtlurdsuchthirdsuchsuchsuch-

VISit

such-

visitvisit by toplop federalfederalofficialsofficialsofficials-
wlthm

officials-
withinwithinwlthm a.II. two week timelime spanspan-
On

span-
OnOn July 18-191819IH-19IH- , the state sawsaw-

the
saw-

thethe arrivalamval of William D . Ruckel-RuckelRuckel-
shaus

Ruckel-
shaus

-.

shaussllJUS , head of the federalfedera-
lInvlronmentdl

federal-

EnvironmentalLnvironmentalInvlronmentdlEnvironmental: ProtectionProtecllon AgenAgen-Agen-

cy

Agen-

cy

¬-

cy On July 23-242324- , the Vice-ViceVice-

President
-.

PresidentPre ldent of the United States ,

Spiro Agnew , made a.II. brief tourlOur .

All threeIhree men spoke at lengthlength-

onon theIhe issue of land land use ,

landIdnll protection , anddnd land claimsclaims-

continuing
claims-

eontlllumg
claims-

continuingcontinuingeontlllumg a.II. long-existentlongexistentlongexIstent-
dialogue

longexistent-
dialogue

-

dialogue between the NativeNative-

Alaskan
Native-

AlaskanAlaskan and the federaltedera! governgovern-govern-

ment
govern-

ment
¬-

ment..

Morton , like hisIllSfits predeseccorspredescccors ,

\. spoke of01 the opportunitiesopportumtles inIIIII-

IAlaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska for plannedplanned"orderly"orderlyorderly"orderly-
growth

"orderly-
growth

"
growth . ., which will preservepreserve-
the

preserve-
tiethe( tie integritymtegnty of the delicatedelicate-

Arctic
delicate-

ArcticArctic environment .. "
As trustee of the publicpubltc landslandsI-

II
lands-

ininIII Alaska , Morton outlinedoutlmed hishIs-

department's
his-

department'sdepartment'sdepartments'' past actions andand-

presenl
and-

presentpresentpresenl intentsmtenls . Like Agnew ,

Morton remindedremmded Alaskans ofof-

the
of-

thethe importanceImportJnce: of North SlopeSlope-

oil

Slope-

oiloil to the nationalnatnationalsecurityIOnal securitysecu rlty .

"WithoutWithout" the pipelineplpelme ,
," hehe-

sdld

he-

saidsaidsdld , there would be "increasingincreasing"mcreasmgmcreasmg"mcreasmg-
dependence

"increasing-
dependence

"

dependence upon the politicallypolitically-
un

politically-
unstableunstableun table oil-richoilricholl-nchollnch- nations of thethe-

Middle
the-

MiddleMiddle East "

He reaffirmedreaft nned hisIllS intentmtent toto-

proceed
to-

proceedproceedproceedwllhproceedwithwithwllh the pipelineplpelme , eses-eses-

timating
es-

timating

¬-

timating thatIhal court litigationlitigatIOn-

nownow pendingpendmg might be settledsettled-
Continued

settled-
ContInued

settled-
Continued( Continued on page 6)661)



'

InteriorInt rior Secretary . . . :. . '

IContinuedContinued( from paqepage 1)1)

vy ithinitldn 18 months .

'Twenty-two'TwentyTwentytwo"Twenty-two"Twenty'" - thousand jobs ,"
said the Secretary , "willwill" bebe-

created
be-

createdcreated in Alaska-AlaskaAlaskain'-, in connectionconnection-
wIth

connection-
withwith the pipeline constructionconstruction-
and

construction-
andand a gross payroll of $800800$800-
million

$800-
million

$

million will be generated . "
Morton spoke of anotheranother-

area
another-

areaarea of concern , "thethe" wholewhole-

busmess
whole-

businessbusinessbusmess of Native claims andand-

land
and-

landland withdrawals . I know thatthat-

for
that-

forfor many in Alaska these issuesIssues-
are

issues-
areare very difficult .. The devedeve-deve-

lopment
deve-

lopment
¬-

lopment of the pipelineplpclme andand-

the
and-

thethe future economic course ofof-

this
of-

thisthis great state are intertwinedintertwmedintertwmed-
with

intertwined-
withwith these issues .

"
Helie pointed to the role of thethe-

newly
the-

newlynewly formed Land Use PlanPlan-Plan-

mng
Plan-

ning

¬-

ningmng Commission ordered by thethe-

Act
the-

ActAct , statingstatmg that it would laylay-

the
lay-

thethe groundwork for land useuse-

practices
use-

practicespractices "unmatchedunmatched"unmatchedanywhere" anywhereanywhere-
inin the world . "

Morton said the CommissionCommission-
would

Commission-
wouldwould protect the Alaskan NaNa-Na-

tIve

Na-

tive
¬-

tive people and "theirtheir" share ofofaof-

piece
of-

piece
a

piece of the action . "
The Commission has beenbeen-

under
been-

underunder attack for appointingappomting onlyonly-

one
only-

oneone Native member , all thatthat-

was
that-

waswas legally required under thethe-

Act
the-

ActAct..

QuestionedQuesl10ned as to why moremore-

than
more-

thanthan the stipulated one NativeNative-

member
Native-

membermember hadhadnotnot been chosenchosen-

Morton
chosen-

MortonMorton said , "WhatWhat" I neededneeded-
was

needed-
waswas objectivity .

"
SpeakingSpeakmg at the first meetingmeetIng-

of
meeting-

ofof the Land Use PlanningPlanmng ComCom-Com-

miSSion

Com-

mission

¬-

mission in10 Anchorage , August 1I ,

Cecil Barnes of the ChugachChugach-
region

Chugach-
regionregion expressed concern to Sec .

Morton about plans to signsign-
over

sign-
overover 802 acres of landlandnearnearnear-

Valdez
near-

ValdezValdez .

The Anchorage DailyDally TimesTImes-

reported
Times-

reportedreported this land was to bebe-

signed
be-

signedsigned over to the state ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska to be put up for com-comcom-

petetive
com-

petetlve
com-

petetive
-

petetivepetetlve bid . ItI t was consideredconsidered-
toto be a strategic location for thethe-

terminal
the-

terminalterminal for the trans-AlaskatransAlaskatransAlaska-
pipelme

transAlaska-
pipeline

-

pipelinepipelme system and could prepre-prepre-

sumably
pre-

sumably
¬-

sumably be bought by thethe-

Alyeska
the-

AlyeskaAlyeska Pipeline Service ComCom-Com-

pany
Com-

pany
¬-

pany at a cost of perhapsperhaps-
millions

perhaps-
millionsmillions of dollars .

"TheThe4'rhe4rhe"' land in question ," saidsaId-

Barnes
said-

BarnesBarnes , "hashas" been set aside forfor-

potential
for-

potentialpotential selection by the villagevillage-

toto Tatitlek , part of the ChugachChugach-
Native

Chugach-
NativeNative Corporation ."

Barnes remindedremmded the ComCom-Com-

mission
¬.-

mission ofofaa remark made byby-

lIarry
by-

HarryHarrylIarry Carter , its only NativeNative-

member
Native-

membermember , that the commission'scommissionscommissIOn's-
"very

commission's-
"very

'

"veryvery" existence was due to thethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska NATIVE Land ClaimsClaims-

Settlement
Claims-

SettlementSettlement Act.. "
Expressing concern for thethe-

slgmng
the-

signingsigningslgmng over of "nono" conflict "
lands , Barnes warned that thethe-

"no
the-

"no"nono" conflict " concept waswas-
"drawn

was-
"drawn"drawndrawn" from lines on a map ; aa-

map
a-

maphastilydrawnmap which was very hastily
drawn in10 order to meet a veryvery-
tight

very-
tighttight time requirement . TheThe-
Bureau

The-
BureauBureau of Land Management ,"
he said , "willwill"wdlwdl" readily admit that

there were drafting errors in thethe-

plotting
the-

plottingplotting of the complex 'setset'set-

aside
'set-

aside

'
aside ' system . "

"ObviouslyObviously"ObviouslytObviouslyt"ObviouslObviousl" }!! , there arearc dede-dede-

ficiencies
de-

ficiencies
¬-

ficiencies and conflicts thatthat-

must
that-

mustmust be considered ," saidsaid-

Barnes
said-

BarnesBarnes , "andand" there are conflictsconflicts-
that

conflicts-
thatthat do not show on a piecepiece-

of
piece-

ofof paper drawn up by somebodysomebody-
inin Washington ."

Barnes requested that SecSec-Sec-

retary
Sec-

retary
¬-

retary Morton see that no furfur-fur-

ther
fur-

ther
¬-

ther lands be released withoutwithout-
consulting

without-
consultingconsulting the leaders of nearbynearby-
regions

nearby-
regionsregions and then only if thethe-

land
the-

landland to be releasedreleasedinin no wayway-

could
way-

couldcould be considered as a makeupmakeup-
for

makeup-
forfor the protestedprotested"in"inin" lieu "
selections .

The intertwiningtertwinmgJ MortonMorton-
spoke

Morton-
spokespoke of between Native landland-

Interests
land-

interestsinterests and the pipeline arearcarc-

mdlsputably
are-

indisputablyindisputablymdlsputably present and "obob"ob-"ob-

Jectivity
"ob-

jectivity

" ¬-

jectivity " may be a hard qualityquality-
toto come by in Alaska .

Gene Guess , candidate forfor-

the
for-

thethe U.SUS. . Senate , responded toto-

Morton's
to-

Morton'sMorton'sMortons' signingsignmg over of aa-

quarter
a-

quarterquarter million acres of AlaskaAlaska-

land
Alaska-

landland to the state duringdunng his visitVISi-

tas

visit-

asas "thethe" most cynicalcynicalinstanceinstancemstancemstance-
of

instance-
ofof political profiteeringprofiteenng I havehave-

seen
have-

seenseen ."
"MortonMorton" himself ," saidsaid-

Guess
said-

GuessGuess , "admittedadmitted" in one breathbreath-
that

breath-
thatthat the land signed over waswas-

never
was-

nevernever involvedmvolvedinvolvedinin10 the presentpresent-
land

present-
landland freeze issues , andandinin10 thethe-

next
the-

nextnext breath characterized thethe-

action
the-

actionaction as a thaw in the landland-

freeze
land-

freezefreeze . "
"II" thinkthmkthmkItthinkitit is obvious thatthat-

Morton
that-

MortonMortonconfuslOgtheis deliberatelydel1berately confusingconfuslOgconfusing-
thethe issue in10 hope of soothingsoothing-
the

soothing-
thethe many pointspomts of abrasionabrasIOn-

between
abrasion-

betweenbetween AlaskaAlaska and the Interiorlntenorlntenor-
Departmen

Interior-
DepartmentDepartmentDepartmen1.. "

"MortonMorton" himselfhimselfurgesurges us toto-

aVOid

to-

avoidavoid partisan activities in10 ourour-

approach
our-

approachapproach to the land issue , yetyet-
the

yet-
thethe whole purpose of his visitVISi-

tsuggests
visit-

suggestssuggests political motives . "
The lands signed over , saidsaId-

Guess
said-

GuessGuess , were selected priorpnor toto-

Sec
to-

SecSec . Udall'sUdalls'' 1969 land freeze ,

and were subject to no concon-con-

flicting
con-

flicting
¬-

flicting claims . They representrepresent-
"less

represent-
"less"lessless" than one-thirdonethird- ofofoneone perper-

cent
per-

centcent of the land Alaska hashas-

filed
has-

filedfiled on . To say that this minorminor-
action

minor-
actionaction , unrelated to the mainmain-

federalstate
main-

federalstatefederal-statefederalstate- land issue , symbolsymbol-symbol-
izes

¬.-

izes a thaw in the land freezefreezeI-

Sis like strikingstnkmg a match in DeDe-DeDe-

cember
De-

cember
¬-

cember at Point Barrow andand-

saYlOg

and-

sayingsayingsaYlOgsaYlOgItsayingitit symbolizes a springspnngspnng-
thaw

spring-
thawthaw . "

"ThisThis" was nothing more thanthan-

an
than-

anan election year ploy by Nixon'sNixonsNixon's-
admmlstratlon

Nixon's-
administration

'

administrationadmmlstratlon to winWIO votesvotes-

from
votes-

fromfrom outside interests which dodo-

not
do-

notnot want the freeze resolvedresolvedininmm-

favor
in-

favorfavor of Alaskans .
"

As he spoke inm Fairbanks ,

a large shadow of the SecretarySecretary-
ofof the Interior , Rogers C . B .

Morton , was projected on thethe-

wall
the-

wallwall.. It seemed to presage aa-

future
a-

futurefuture shadow falling over thethe-

difficult
the-

difficultdifficult choices ahead .


