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12the two companiescompani es whichwhkhwhah
announced a major oil discovery
on the north slope of alaska
just a year ago are cooperating
in2fin a large scale experimental seed-
ing effort to try to introduce
new and hardy varietvarietiess of ggrass-
es

rass-ie
on the tundra of that frozen

arctic area
in their joint effort atlanticatlantid

richfield company and humble
OHoil & refining company aim to
try to increase the fertility of the
soil and find a seed or seeds
which will take in the severe
climatic conditions of the slope

they want to establish the
same vital ground cover as the
tundra in areas which could be
subject to artificial disturbance
due to bilfieldoilfieldoilfleldoil field activity the com-
panies plan to make their find-
ings available to government a-
gencies and otehrs operating in
the north

atlantic richfield is operator
for the project

the tundra it was explained
acts as an insulating medium
which keeps underlyingunderlyinj layers of
silt and water frozen throughout
the summer disturbance of the
tundra which has a poor fertility
factor and very short growth
ccycle could cause the substratasubstratalsubstrata
to thaw and start surface ero-
sion

weeks of planning and study
by officials of three major al-
askan based agencies and the
ARCO chemical company divi-
sion of atlantic richfield pre-
ceded the start of the tests re-
garded as a pioneering effort in
the field of conservation

said ralph F cox alaskan
manager of atlantic richfield

this is an all out effort in
cooperation with the agricultur-
al experiment station and the
institute of arctic biology both
of the university of alaska and
the arctic research laboratory

at point barrow to try to grow
andam maintain a gogoodod ccover0everwhichverwhichverwhich
isis even hardier than native tun-
dra abdatandatand at the sarfidlimesame time pro-
vide more and better feed for
area wildlife

scores of varievarietiestieg of cold
weather hardy seeds were review-
ed andanalyzedand analyzed along with ex-
tensive soil tests of the composi-
tion ofthe tundra to arrive at the
finalfinial selection of seeds and fer-
tilizerstilizers

while those seeds selectedareselected are
foreign to the tundra they flour-
ish in the frigid climate of 0otherther
states as well as in the canadian
and russian arctic

thus in recent days agron
omistsomiste sowedbowed hundreds of
pounds of 13 carefully selected
varieties of grasses and sedgessedges
over acres of tundra in the
prudhoe bay area of the north
slope

each seed variety was planted
in two sections one with fertili-
zer the other without for con-
trol purposes

in addition a few small plots
were sowedbowed with seeds treated
with various concentrations of a
special growth inducing hor-
mone gibberellicgibberellingibberellic acid

the grass seed was sowedbowed by
hand from the ground but the
fertilizer special mixes designed
to counter the4heahe deficedeficideflciencesancesences noted
in the soil tests was spread by
helicopter from 600 pound cap-
acity bins suspended from the
under bellies of the aircraft

the fertilizer came from AR-
COs fort madison iowa fer-
tilizer producing complex

the job took three days the
agronomists operated from a
special camp set up near prudhoe
bay which is 390 miles north of
fairbanks

if any of the seeds take
there should be signsofsignssignsofof growth
soon

but said cox it will be

appapproximatelymoximroxim abelyately this time nexnextt
year before we know which
seeds if any survived theithe severe
arctic winter if only ofikone swseedeed
can be made to floflourishmuflihuflih uiih that
intense

i

cold wevw feelteel we will
have madfkmajorc6ntfibumade a major contribu-
tion to environsenvironmenvironmentalentA 66nconservase
tion in alaska


