'NO HUMAN SHOULD LIVE LIKE THAT

““Such stark poverty No human
should have to live like that”
This was the comment of Senator

Ernest Gruening after visiting . in|

some’ of the homes in Lowér Yu-
kon-xuskokwxm hub commumty of
Bethel on Mav i 1, [
Gruenmg, in company  with %8
persons representing state and’ fed-
eral ‘agencies, ' went  to ‘Bethel to

review the toriditions there with af{

view: toward: amving at: how best
| the people ean be assisted. 5
. Art’ Nicholson, the mayor of. ‘the!.

town, in"a general meetmg at the'

Armory outlmed ‘the problems and
poverty of the town . and: stressed
the need “for econpniic develoj
houalng and ,school facilities,

Help {0 implement. the antit pov-|

erty program was es[ﬁeclally sought
at the meeting attended by ‘about
500 persons  including 20 ehiefs of
surrounding wvillages: .

“A 62-page soeio-eeonomic  survey |’
of the city compiled by the Bethel

Community 'Action conimittee with
assistance from Dr. Lado: Kozely,
former professor of economic  re-

search at the University of Alaska's |

Instltute of Business, Economic and

- per 100,000 as’ compared with 440,8

Afor all races.in the.
ent, |

Mayor

Government Wwas presented g
The report documeats, that Whlch

has long been known that Bethel
A8’ probably - the ‘most econamlcally

deprived community  in the natxon

-as well as Alaska, ©

1t contained page affer page ot
moving ‘description and ghucking

statistics. Among other thmgs, at

showed: ' *
The infant: mortelity rate amou&
Bethel natives iy.144.7, as com
with 246 for the naﬁﬂn a8 a, whole.
“'The . tuberculosis raté i 14286

for all Indians in the U.8 and ‘304

‘More than 36 per. cent of the popu—,
Tation of: Bethel: is tinder 10 .years
of age, More’ th:m 5'1 per eent.
under 20. ;

It excerpts a repnrt made to
Nicholson by Professor.

Kozely: o

““During the recent cemms 1 hud¢
the opportunity to visit several’ of
the *houses of the. Native residenta.‘
The misery and inadequacy of the:
housing: there is appalling; rémind-
ing me of the poorest places I have
' (Continued on Page ). -




i! admis&hm, livina eondlﬂons tar ‘the
elderly. an& lack of: superhsed youth.
: activxties H .
Bethel has already n;ade‘ applu:n-
1ion um’iﬂ‘ e Rootinic Op"”"'
tunity 'Aét tor a number of pro=
grams, i
They have: applied ‘for an admin-
istration ‘grant for building a com-
munity center. A’ wing on'the center
would ‘provide ‘space for expectant
mothers who .come to’ Bethel about
two weeks' before hospital admis-
sion. Usually without funds they
now have to wander trom home to
* home in seéarch of foad and shelter.
A temporary. home for -foster
children” and a day care center is
~also sought. , |
. The, comn\umty has apphed for
14 VISTA ‘volunteers to aid’them in
e commiunity center ‘in-tha ticlds
of “health, welfare and commumty
plannmg
An’ adu't educatmn program is
sought for the center.
The community has applied for a
" “Neighborhood Youth Corps of 35.
The youth would be employed .in
constructing  a dike for protection
" against erosion which threatens the
town.




