
Akutan Elder Bill TcheripanoffTchedoanoff sings andanJ tells stories to a group of village residents attending an open house in their
school to demonstrate the new Aleut Culture Kit developed to teach children about their heritage.heritage . For more picpic--

tures secsee page three.three. . _
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NikolskiNikolskr students William Dushkin and Phillip Philemonoff waitwatt their furnturn while Paul
Merculief tests the temper of the deerskin drum
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VoungsteraYoungsters into Akutan watchwatc intently as ;
, Bill TcheripjwoTcheripanoff 81 , demonstrates how he

measures , without a ruler ,
thethe proper lengths for a redwoodredwood and whalebone spear

Tcheripanoff built two of the items contained into the Aleut Culture Kit
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In Nikolski , residents garhegather rouna as a student learnslearn,
how to use a boat pump

PhotoPhotos Courtesy of SoluoSotno Petroleum Company
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Culture kit helps

teach heritage to

Aleut students
Children watch intently as

an Elder demonstratedemonstrates the use
otof a wooden fox trap LaleiLater ,

he explains how he makemakes the
redwood and whalebone spear
without the use of a oileiruler
a spear such as he used as a

youngvoung man when hunting sea
otter

These are two otof the items
contained in the AleuiAleut CulCul--

ture Kit introduced recently to
teach younger generations in

the Aleutian Islands about

Sherry SpitleiSpitler , C'ominunityCominunityCommunity'

Education Associate totot the

Aleutian Region School Dis-Dis-

iritt riot: ! , coordinated the IS18

month effort to complete the
AleuiAleut ( ulture K.KKKKit. phase
onetint'tint'

their past about a culture
and heritage thaithat can streng
then them foifor the future

The Aleut Culture Kit which
premiered into the Aleutian vilvil-vil-
lages of Akutan and NikolskiNikolskr

was funded by a grant from
Sohio Alaska Petroleum ComCom--

pany

Sherry Spitlei.SpitleiSpitler ., Community
Education Associate foifor the
Aleutian Region School DisDis--

trict says that the title otof the
kilkit tray(nay be misleading "OurOur"
goal is noinot to teach culture
but utit use the culture to

teach "

The kllkit is.is. A process , ttotn teach
ing into nianvmany ai-adenwaiadenwacademic- 4rea&4reaAreas&
( t uis designed init ) he integialcrinrtegiated
into social si-ienccsiienccsuence- language

artiiarts 4nsAn , mctAnd , iatfsratts math ,0.0.0v.v, ..

well aAs the manvMan'Man', Areas itit) nairat
uiajoral stienifs rent e ifie marinemanor I'nInm' ,

vironmentdlin nmfntdl /oologyoologynro1crpV/ t'teh' i

HowHaw ihethe AiemMew people ddapAdap

ledted to' ihentheu nvironmenenvironment
which include ,, hottihoth a coldold and

wet climate during ihtthe 14,00014000,000000,

years that they have lived along

the Aleutian Chain is an aim of

the( he Aleut Culture Kit

bachback school into the AlenAletr

nanrian Region OistncfDistrict wilwill) have-have-

the kilkit foitot approximately ninetime

weekweeks so thaithat the teaching slaftstaft

itanan integrate it into the regu

lar progiamprogi am the kit is not de

signed intit behe a eparatcseparate proieciproject
outside itof) the regulairegular curricu

lum buibut an integral panpart otof

the eduiedut atlonaJationaJ program
"SnmedavSnmedav-ontedaonteda"- % , these ' ludenitudents! will

he the EldersElder, ' SpitleiSpitler says
who will he leachingteaching ouiout

nexinext generation these unpdianpoi
itamam bondMinds with the paspast "


