
EDITORIAL

EDITORIALGray'sGray'sGrays' ContributionsContributions-
ToTo His PeoplePeopleL-

astLast Friday ,. the Tundra Times staff hadhadanan interinter-inter-
vi

inter-
view

¬-

viewvi ew session with Nick Gray . The interview had thethe-

makings

the-

makingsmakings ofofsadnesssadness and tragic moments but the man inin-inin-

terviewed
in-

terviewed
¬-

terviewedterviewedwouldwouldwouldnotnot make it into one . Instead ,. NickNick-
Gray

Nick-
GrayGray made the question andandansweranswer periodperi d into a ratherrather-

lighthearted
rather-

lightheartedlight-heartedlightheartedlightheartedone- one with quips and jokes that had becomebecome-
well

become-
wellwell known to many of his friends in former times . WeWe-

were

We-

werewere talkingtalkingwithwithwithaa man suffering'suffering' withwithaa dread diseasedisease-diseaseL-

EUKEMIA
diseaseL-

EUKEMIA
-

LEUKEMIA .

His doctors at the Anchorage Native Service hospitalhospital-
had

hospital-
hadhad told Gray that there was littleII Itle or no life expectancyexpectancy-
forfor him to survive the dreaddreadmaladymalady .

Earlier ,. he hadhadwrittenwritten , "AfterAfter" a rather large bloodblood-
transfusion

blood-
transfusiontransfusion IIamam experiencing what is termedtermedaa 'remisremis'remiliremili'remis-'remis-
sion

' ¬'-
sionsian ..'' This may last an indefinite time-onetimeone- day , weeksweeks-
oror optimistically , even months .

"
As a resultresultofof this turn for the better , NickNickaskedaskedasked-

hi

asked-
hishishi s doctors for a weekend leave saying , "IfIf"Ifyou" you don'tdontdon't-

give

don't-

give

'
give me this leave ,. I'llIll1/1111crowlI'llcrawl'/ crawlcrowlcrowlautcrawloutoutaut of this hospitalhospitalandandand-

die

and-

diedie . " The leave was grantedgrantedandand the sicksickmanman came toto-

Fairbanks

to-

FairbanksFairbanks where he had formerly lived for manymony yearsyears-
and

years-
andandandacquiredacquiredacquiredmanymany friends .

Last FridayFridJy; , NickNic.k. Gray hadhadalreadyalreadyalreadyvIsitedvisitedvIsitedmanymany ofof-

his

of-

hishis friends with the help ofofaa friendfriendwhowho got him aroundaround-

Inin his car and held Gray'sGrays'' arm when he walked . As aa-
result

a-
resultresultresultofof the, he visit, NickNicksaidsoldsaid he "feltfelt" better than he hadhad-

for

had-

forfor six months . "

The Fairbanks visit of Nick'GrayNickGrayNick '

Gray was more painfulpainful-

toto his friends than to the man himself , apparently . TheThe-
man

The-
manman was gaunt andandweakweak but he smiledsmiledandand quippedquippedrerere-rere-

peatedly

re-

peatedly

¬-

peatedly . He is a man bomborn to an Eskimo mother andandaand-
Jewish

a
.

Jewish father . One of his favorite quips to his friendsfriends-
inin the past has been , "YouYou" see , I'mIm' a Jewskimo . "

After Gray'sGrays'' letter was published in thethl! Times onon-

July

on-

JulyJuly 297.979. , the Fairbanks Native Association establishedestablished-
aa scholarship called "NickNick" Gray Scholarship Fund " inin-

Ii
in-

hishisIi! s honorhanor . When asked how he feltfeltaboutabout it , he said ,

"II"Iwas" was deeply touchedtouchedandand humbled by this honor . "

The honor was befittingbefi tting a man who has done a greatgreat-

t

great-
dealdeal to benefit his people through formation ofofnativenativenative-
associations

native-
associations

t<
associations , especially those of the Fairbanks NativeNative-

Association

Native-

AssociationAssociation , the Cook Inlet Native Association of AnAn-AnAn-

chorage
An-

chorage
¬-

chorage and the Kuskokwim ValleyVolley Native Association .

AllAllofof these groups.groups. have already been heard fromfrom-

throughout
from-

throughoutthroughout Alaska-allAlaskaallAlaskaallof- of them voicing the need forfor-

betterment
for-

bettermentbetterment ofofnatlyeofnativenativenatlye lot in the state . Tnereteretheret ere is no quesques-ques-
tion

ques-
tion

¬-

tion thatthat Nick Gray'sGrays' efforts are firmly entrenchedentrenchedwithwithwith-with-
in

with-
in

¬-

in the organizationsorganixations . The force of his drive willwillconconcon-con-

tinue

con-

tinue

¬-

tinue to be felt in the process ofself-improvementselfimprovementofselfimprovement- offlfflf-

his
of-

hishis people .


