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TheThe Board of Fisheries has a long agenda when it meets 1)ecem-
ber

DecemOecem1)ecem-1)ecem1ecem) ¬.-
ber 4 in Anchorage ,. OneUne of the most important items on that agenagen-¬-agendada is the up and coming herring fishery in southwestern AlaskaAl2w ..

At least 20 villages between Bristol BayHayKay and Norton Sound ,. and-
a

and
a fewfew'infewin'in1n Bristol Bay rely on the spring spawning runsnms of herring toto-

supplement
to-

supplementsupplement foodfoodsuppliessupplies which are scarce in that season . Last-
spring

Last-
spring

Last
spring ,. subsistenceb$Stence giUnettersgillnettengillnetters took about 130 metric tons of herring .

It Is ,. as one Bethel resident put it ,. a classic situation ., The villa-
gers

villa-
gers

villavilla-¬-
gers of Bristol Bay and Norton Sound want to catch the herherringng toto-
eat

to-
eateat ; commercial operators want to harvest the herring not only as aa-

food
a-

foodfood fish *., but also process the herringhemng roe that clingsclmgs to kelp . WhatWhat-
the

What-
thethe villagers (fearear is that a commercialcommercia) fishery is too early , that notnot-
enough

not-
enoughenough is yet known to adequately manage the fishery .

Lending support to these fearsfean , commercial operators last springspring-
exceeded

spring-
exceededexceeded the catch of herring deemed safe by biologists by moremore-
than

more-
thanthan 2,0002000, metric tons .

The Alaska Department ofofish.-Fish-ishish and (GameLame,ame disagrees . Regional
SupervisorRegionalSupervisorRon Regnart maintainsmaintams that the department has sufficient-
knowledge

sufficientsufficient-
knowledgeknowledge to manage the herring , although he admits that popula-
tion

populapopula-¬.-
tion figures and other data could be more complete . TneThe depart-
ment

departdepart--¬.
ment (feelseels it is1$ important to establish an AmericanAmencan herring fisheryfishery-
inin the area in order to protect the resource for all American users..

Under the federal 200-mile200mile-- limit law ,. the United States must allocate-
any

allocate-
any

allocate
any surplus fish to foreign nations . IheIbethe department feels the herringherring-
could

herring-
couldcould best be protected and utilized and managed with a predomi-
nantly

predomipredomi-¬.-
nantly American fisheryfuhery .,

""WeWe feel that the whole crux of this thing is that if the domestic-
fishery

domestic-
fishery

domestic
fishery is closed

.
, it allowsallow's' the foreign fishermenfIShennen to make that muchmuch-

more
much-

moremore catch ,,'" Regnart said .,

Although there was a herring fishery in Golovin Bay during thethe-

Twenties
the-

TwentiesTwenties and Thirties ,. the market (foror herring as a food fish declineddeclined-
and

declined-
andand it has only been in the last five yearsyean that there has been rereore-rereo-

newed
re-

newed
¬-

newed American interest in Bering Sea herring stocks . UntilUntiJ last-

spring
last-

spring
last

spring , very modest , almost insignificantmsignificant , operations were carriedcarried-
ononon.Jcelpfisheriesonkelpfisheriesby local10caJ commercial operators in the sac roe and spawn ononkelpon.JcelponJcelpon-kelponkelp.--kelpkelp
fisheries . A near-shorenearshorenear.shorenearshore-. Japanese herring fishery , whichwtuch had beenbeen-

active
been-

activeactive since 1968 , catching an average of 1,0001000, metncmetric tons , waswas-

ehrninated
was-

eliminatedeliminatedehrninated by the North PacificPaciflc Fishery Management CouncilCounc , whIch-
has

whichwhich-
hashas jurisdiction over foreign fishing

.
offofToil Alaska outside of threethree-

miles
three-

milesmiles .,

What frustrated the subsistence fishermenfishennen of the coastal vL1lages-

is
villages-

is
villagesvL1lages

is that the very year the Japanese were cut out , two major Amencan-
processon

AmericanAmencanAmerican-
processorsprocessorsprocesson , one from Kodiak and one from Petersburg , dipdippedd theirtheir-

Conti
their-

Continued
their-

Continued(ContiContinued.. on p.gepgepegs. 12)12)



Herring issueissuebefore, before BoardBard of fisheries . . .
'

(Continued fromtrain pppage. 1)1)1)-

nets
1)-

nets
1)-

nets
)

nets intoblto the near-shorenearshore- waters and sailed away with 3,20032003,201)3201,, ) metricmetric-

tons
metric-

tons
metric-

tonstons of herring .

Although Fish and Game asserts that any danger to Bering SeaSea-

herring
Sea-

herringherring now comes from a destructive Japanese offshore trawl fish-

ery
tish-

ery
fishtish-tishfish-¬-

ery ,. the Eskimos of Bristol BayHay and Norton Sound are most fearfulfearful-

of
fearful-

ofof commercial operations wreaking havoc with spawningspawrung stocksstocks-

found
stocks-

foundfound close to shore in the spring . The commercial catch of spawn-

ing
spawn-

ing
spawnspawn-¬-

ing stock increased 220221)221) percent this year and observers have pre-

dicted
prepre-¬.-

dicteddieted a catch in the neighborhood of 10,00010000, metric tons for 1978 .

Although people in Bristol BayHay are interested in entering thethe-

commercial
the-

commercialcommercial herring fishery themselves and do not rely heavily onon-

herring
on-

herringherring as food fish ,. they are sympathetic to conilictscontlictsconflicts with subsis-

tence
subsis-

tence
subsissubsis- ¬-

tence users in their region and further north . The Bethel-basedBethelbased- enen-

vironmental
en-en¬.-

vironmental group , Nunam Kitlutsisti ,. wants the whole coastlinecoastline-
from

coastline-
fromfrom the north end of Bristol &Bay1' to the southern end of NortonNorton-

Sound
Norton-

SoundSound closed to commercial herring fishing . The group also advo-

cates
advo-

cates
advoadvo-¬-

cates that the 1total10talotal Allowable Catch of herring for the whole easeas-

tern
eas-

terntern Bering Sea be reduced from 21,0002100021.000,. metricmetrie tons to 12,000200012.0001200012,000,. me-

tnc
me-

tnc
meme-¬-

trictnc tons until studies are completed to determinedetemllne what the distridistn-distn¬-

butionbutton of spawning stocks in the area actually is .

Only part of the subsistence battle has been won , according toto-

Harold

to-

HaroldHarold SparckSpacek of Nunam KitlutsKitlutsistiU :

"""OneOne of the benefits we'veweveweave'' .gotten.BottenBotten is that a tremendous amountamount-

of
amount-

ofof money is going to be spent hiin thethenext-.-nextnext.next three years (torfor herringherring-

research
herring-

researchresearch )., We'veWeve' won that issueissue.hissuehissue.h-

Hut
.,"

ButHut issues and questions remain unresolved . Sparck said NativeNative-

subsistence
Native-

subsistencesubsistence fishermen do not buy Fish and Game'sGamesGarne'sGarnes' urgent insistenceinsistence-

that
insistence-

thatthat American commercial fishermen must assert their right to har-

vest
har-

vest
harhar-¬-

vest the resource ; Sparck sees protection of the resource from do-

mestic

do-

mestic
dodo-¬-

mestic and foreign exploitationexptoitation to insure village food supplies asas-

more

as-

moremore important.. And there just isis-isnot- not enough information in yetyet-

to
yet-

toto provide that protection .

Although the Department of Fish and Game will otferoffer a pro-

posed
pro-

posed
propro-¬-

posed regulation to the Board of Fisheries that would close downdown-

part
down-

partpart of the coastline between BristolHristol Bay and Norton Sound , it is aa-

substantially

a-

substantiallysubstantially smaller area than the Natives are askingasking for .

And the North Pacific Fishery Management CouncilCounell , whichwinch hashas-

responded

has-

respondedresponded to the subsistence fishermen'sfishermens' pleas for more research ,

has set the lotalrotalTotal Allowable Catch of herring in the Bering Sea at
18,00018000, metric tons , much higher than requested by the villagers .

And althoughalthoug the Department of Fish and GametJametame has drafteddrafted-

regulations
drafted-

regulationsregulations that would support the desire of Bnstol Bay commercialcommercial-

fishermen
commercial-

fishermenfishermen to get into herring , there is no guarantee that thetheBoard_BoardBoard-

ofot01of Fisheries will buy the proposals . In order to compete with betterbetter-

organized
better-

organizedorganized and equipped operators from outside the region , BristolHristolBristol-
Bay

Hristol-
BayBay fishermen want purse seiners to be eliminated in favor of gill-

netters
gill-

netters
gill-

netters
gill-gill-

netters , a ban on the use of spotter aircraltaircraft and several days of com-

mercial
com-

mercial
comcom-¬-

mercial closure to allow subsistence fishermen to take a portion ofof-

the
of-

thethe quota .

There is evidence that fishing industry politics and pressurespressures-
will

pressures-
willwill play a significant role in herring decisions that will be mademade-

by
made-

byby the fisheries board next week . Subsistenceubsistence fishermen are atat-

tempting
at-

tempting
at-at¬-

tempting to organize wellweU enough to hold their own against outsideoutside-

entrepreneurs
outside-

entrepreneursentrepreneurs who may , in the rush for profit , make it impossibleimpossible-

forfor the villagers to maintain their relativelyrelauvely tiny catch .


