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..TheThe.Tl1CTl1C 'Supreme3upremCp CCuCourtut 'oliOfilaskaAltskiSk '

'

recentlyrecently.heaidrecentlyheaid.'' heard 'rgargumentri1enfri1enfon' onon the
'
'.
.

cariboucarlbu manaFmentmanagementmanagement issueissuer r. fromfrom-

the
from-

the
'

the ' StateState-ofStateof'*'.-' of A1Alaskaski ''-slid
s-lidand'and ,rthethethe-

T1AaaaTanahaTanlT1Aaaal ' vaUValleyValley/Sportsmen'sValleySportsmen'sSportsmensy;/'' Sportsmen'sSportsmens' ' ''M-

sociation
As'MM:'¬ ,

sociation-sociationsocfatIon.
,.,-

sociationIn '
Inln ' 197617b197b? , the DepartmentDqJartinent 0of-

Fish
of(

Fish andand GameGameissued,'
;ibsueissued

"

spspcctal-
regulations

specialspcctalctalctal-

regulationsregulations on caribou managemanagemanag ;'=*
mentment'tomenttomento(' to help 'curb'curb

'° the problemproblentproblent-
of

problem-
ofof dwindling stocks of caribou ,.

One regulationJegulation calledcalIed forCor thethe-

distributionpenuitsInpermitsinsdistributiondistributiontribution of huntingi1ntfng permitspenuits
Inins; Y11villageses ''wherewhere residents areare-

dependent
are-

dependentdependent on the caribou Co-

rfood
forCorfor-

foodfood .

,..-
In.the

I-

n.the
I-

ntheInIn.th-
e

Inth-
e.
the same year , the TananaTananaI-

ValIey
Tanana-

tValleyValleyIValIeytValley Sportsmen'sSportsmens' AssociaUon-
and

AssociationAssociaUonAssociation-
andand , Mark Wartes filedmed sui-
lagai

suitsuil.
agaiutagainst the DepartDepartmentnent of FishFish-
and

Fish-
andand Game , stating that it did notnot-
have

not-
havehave the jurisdiction to allocateallocate-
the

allocate-
thethe wildlife Joto hunters on thethe-

basis
the-

basisbasis of need . The State ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska and variousvmous NativeNatiye groupsgroups-
asserted

groups-
assertedasserted that some huntershunten needneed-
for

need-
forfor caribou is greater thanthan-

others
than-

othersothers..

The Tanana Valley Sports-
men's

SportsSports-¬-.

men'smens' Association won the firstfirst-

round
first-

roundround ,. when the Superior CourtCourt-

of
Court-

ofof Alaska granted its motion onon-

who
on-

whowho was eligible for permitspennits .

The State of Alaska then filedfl1edfl1ed-

a
filed-

aa notice of appeal in May olotof
19771971 .

Doug MMertzrtz , representing thethe-

State
the-

StateState , concentrated his SupremeSupreme-
Court

Supreme-
CourtCourt argument on whether thethe-

State
the-

StateState does have the right to al ¬..

locate the caribou on the basisbasis-

of
basis-

ofof need . Helie told the court thatthat-
the

that-
thethe state constitution does con-

tain
concon-¬.-

tain language setting forth thethe-

common
the-

commoncommon use ofofresourcesresources andand-

the
and-

thethe equality of application ofof-

those
of-

thosethose laws to allaU citizens . MertzMertz-
went

Mertz-
wentwent on to say the constitu-
tion

constitu-
tion

constituconstitu-¬-

tion also contains language al31al-

lowing
al-al¬.-

lowing preferences for beneficialbeneficial-
usage

beneficial-
usageusage of naturalnaturalresourcesresources , suchsuch-

as
such-

asas caribou .

Mertz went on to tellteU thethe-

court
the-

courtcourt that recreationalrecreationaJ huntang-
was

huntinghuntanghunting-
waswas a privilege , not a fundamen-
tal

fundamenfundamen-¬.-

tal right , butbuf*' gathering , huntinghunting-
activities

hunting-
activitiesactivities which are subsistence-
related

subsistence-subsistencesubsistence-
related

-.
related , in a sense are a funda-

mental
funda-

mental
fundafunda-¬-

mental right..

Tanana Valley Sportsmen ss-

Association
s-

AssociationAssociation attorney Lyle R .,

tCarlsonLarisonarlson said the Superior CourtCourt-

judge
Court-

judgejudge was correct in sayang-

that
sayingsayangsaying-

thatthat the legislature has defineddefined-

the
defined-

thethe matter otatof subsistence hunt-

ing

hunt-
mg

hunthunt-¬-

ingmg .

Carlson went on to say thatthat-

T.V
that-

T.V.S.AT.VTVT.V.S.ATVS.ATVSA. ..S.AS.ASA. . hoped the DepartmentDepartment-
uf

Department-
ofofuf "'Hsh'IshIshhtsh and (GamejameCame would not bebe-

come
be-be¬.-

come a welfare agency in10 thethe-

malter
the-

mattermattermalter ot01of subsistencesubsrstence huntinghunting-
and

hunting-
andand maybe in the future therethere-
will

there-
willwill be more explicit guidelinesguideltnesguideltnes-
in

guidelines-
inin the state constitution .

In closingclosang , Carlson asked thethe-

court
the-

courtcourt to uphold the SuperiorSuperior-
Court

upertorupertor-
CourtCourt ruling .

The SuprSuprememe Court has SI-
Xmonths

sixsix-

monthsmonths inm which to render aa-

decision
a-

decisiondecision on the caribou man-

agement
man-

agement
manman-¬-

agement issue .


