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At
young people’s
a

‘ gathering
in Anchorage.

With visiting Anchorage hockey team in Washingtor..

A better future for Alaska’'s young people is
the theme that runs through all Emest
Gruening's labors on behall of the 4%th
State. Senator Gruening has often said that
our young people are Alaska's grealest
resource.

Victor Mimken receives his autographed copy at a book-signing in Fairbanks.
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and he works hard
to make it come true

He dreams of — and works toward — the time when Alaska
takes its rightful place in the first rank of the States. He dreams
of — and works toward — the time when the grandeur of
Alaska’s natural beauty is matched by its wealth of opportunity
for Alaskans.

As a man of action, Senator Gruening knows that it takes hard
work to make a dream come true. He knows that educational
opportunity is the basic ingredient of Alaskan economic growth.
He knows that Alaskan industry and initiative must be
reinforced by a fair share of Federal assistance and public works

programs.

Alaska already has many enduring monuments to Senator
Gruening'’s ability and farsightedness. Among them are the
following programs which he obtained for Alaska:

Veterans’' Home Loan ceilings have been raised from $17,500
to $25,000.

Alaska’'s handicapped children now receive $100,000 annually
in Federal educational assistance rather than $20,000.

Alaskan miners now receive liberalized tax deductions for
exploration and assistance for development work.

There are many others. Thanks to Senator Gruening's work,
handicapped children get bigger allowances, federal funds for
highway and harbor construction have been increased, Federal
employees have kept their 25 per cent cost of living allowance
and have won other protection as well.

.

Everyone remembers how Senator Gruening helped Alaska
get Federal aid after the earthquake and the flood. And

the farmers have benefited too, because now the Department of
Defense makes considerable effort to purchase as much milk
and produce as possible in Alaska.

But Senator Gruening knows also that much remains to be
done — and he knows how to accomplish what's needed. He
is working now on a far-reaching, practical program for
Alaska progress.

Senator Gruening has a dream for Alaska. He is hard at work
to make the dream come true. -

Shrimp cannery workers at Kodiak meet the Senator,

At the Kenai Peninsula oil pipe line project..
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Senator Gruening keeps in close touch with
Federal agencies that deal with Alaska
problems. Gruening is known as a champion
of Federal employees and veterans.

Senator Gruening meets with
Alaska lumber officials
who came to Washington

of unprocessed logs.

Students of the Congress often rate a legislator's worth by the
committee assignments he receives. They know that the
efficient and effective Senators get the vital assignments. By
this rating, Ernest Gruening ranks high indeed.

He sits on three major Senate committees: Interior and Insular
Affairs. Public Works and Government Operations. He is
chairman of three important subcommittees, all of which
directly bear on Alaskan interests.

As Chairman of the Minerals, Materials and Fuels Subcommittee,
Senator Gruening secured the passage of legislation liberalizing
tax deductions for mining exploration expenditures. As the
newly appointed Chairman of the Subcommitiee on Economic
Development, Senator Gruening is in an excellent position to
press for the rapid economic development of all of Alaska. As
Chairman of the Subcommittee on Foreign Aid Expenditures he
obtained the passage by the Senate of his bill giving State surplus
property agencies priority over foreign countries in the selection
of excess Federal property. |

But Committee work is only part of the Gruening story. Ernest
Gruening believes in direct action on Alaska’s and the nation’s
behalf. He keeps in close contact with Federal agencies to keep
Alaska projects moving. His expertise and wisdom are valued
at the White House and by his colleagues in the Senate. And, of
course, his experience and knowledge help to shape the
legislation considered on the floor of the Senate.

All of this combines to make Senator Gruening a uniquely
valuable representative in Washington of Alaska's needs and
aspirations.

Senator Gruening places great siress on

1 .

iy -, - o



His expertise and close working relationships with the leaders of the
Nation have brought him into close contact with the late Senator Robert

F. Kennedy, Vice President Humphrey, President Johnson and many
others, on matters of Alaskan and national concern.
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Breakfast with Mrs. Gruening starts the Sena-
tor's busy day.

Enroute to the Senate Chamber,
Senator Gruening confers
with an aide.
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Ernest Gruening Understands

Senator Ernest Gruening is known throughout Alaska as a warm
and sympathetic man. He truly understands the dreams and
hopes of Alaskans.

This warmth and understanding, plus his dynamic ability, make

Ernest Gruening an outstanding guardian of Alaskan interests in
the Congress.

Thousands of Alaskans know personally of his affection and
concern for young people; thousands of others have personal

knowledge of his deep and sincere desire to help individuals
achieve their goals in life.

But he also makes sure that, however heavy the burden of work,
he always has time to listen courteously and lend a sympathetic

hand to the individual citizen with a serious problem.

The work of government must go on, so Senator Gruening and
his wife, Dorothy, are early risers; and the Senator is one of the
first to arrive at the Senate Office Building each morning.
Driving time is used for the reading and study that makes
Senator Gruening one of our best-informed national legislators.

And he spends a large part of his time working on the problems
brought to him by individual Alaskans — the GI who wants to

continue his service there, the would-be homesteader stymied by
red tape, the small businessman seeking a business loan, and
many others. Hundreds and hundreds of Alaskans already have

personal knowledge of Senator Gruening's efforts on behalf of
individuals.
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