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Letters to the Tundra Times

land grab
July 24, 1980
Dear Editor:

To all Alaskan Native Hunters,
Trappers and Fisherman.

So it’s happening again, Your
land is up for grabs. I am not
referring to the land discussed in
The Alaska Native Claims Settle-
ment Act; the land you have
always (and hopefully will
always) survive on. The land I'm
talking about is the so-called
“State” and Federal” lands that
everyone is fighting over due to
D-2 legislation. It is also your

land.

It’s the land some of you still
have your traplines on, or your
fish camps. It’s the land you
hunt on. It's the land you make
snow blinds on in the spring
during duck hunting. It's the
land were a beaver builds his
house but knows no difference
State and
Federal” land. It may be called
“state’” land to some or ‘federal’
land to some, but my belief is-
it’s still your land. The land you
have understood and respected
for centuries.

In 1971 when the Alaska Na-
tive Land Claims Settlement Act
was signed, sealed and delivered
some of you thought it was a
good deal, some thought it was
a rip-off. It’s been 9 years al-
ready to have seen the beginning
resuits of the “Act.” ere’s
much more to come.

I have one thought, and this
is I see no difference between
this “Act” and a “treaty” like
the over 400 treaties made and
broken by the United States
Government to Native Ameri-
cans across the continent. In
other words, the U.S. govern-
ment is not treating you any

different than how they treated
“stateside Indians”.

Just because this “Act” was
signed doesn’t mean you don’t
have some voice or control over
what goes on with other pieces
of land. You do have control
and a voice over what is done
with “state™ and “federal” land.
The control Is in each individual
trapper, hunter and fisherman.

1 listen and I hear the people
who want Alaska land for
development. That would affect
your lifestyle. I hear the con-
servationists with their argu-
ments, that, in its outcome, may
affect subsistence lifestyle.

Where is everybody? Stuck in
their offices? I never hear your
side of the land issue anymore.
I never hear the voices of the
hunters, trappers and

readers may be, able to assist us
in our efforts to locate and pre-
serve historical records. t
year the University of Alaska,
Anchorage established an Ar-
chives and Mmul::‘ph Depart.
ment in the University Library,
The pu{rou of the department
is to collect, preserve, and make
available for historical research,
papers and records on the his-
tory of Alaska,

We are seeking records which
document the social, cultural,
economic, political and histori-
cal development of the area and
state. We are attempting to lo-
cate diaries, journals, correspon-
dence, various literary works,
business and organization re-
cords, and so forth. It would be
our objective to organize, pre.

th

It’s not over. Your struggles and

serve, an e records
in a secure environment for use
b Too often

the g
over land is not over.

No matter how tired you are
of hearing about D-2, you
should think of the land grab
that could happen. Where are
your voices? Where are your
arms and legs?

Your grandfathers and my
children are the rightful land
lords. Your land lord struggles
are not over.

In Respectful Brotherhood-

Mrs. Rudy Hamilton
Shageluk, Alaska 99665

archives

July 29,1980

Dear Editor:

I am writing to you in the
hope that either you or your

y
records of individuals and or.
ganizations, especially the more
recent ones, are not considered
of historical value.

We are asking you and your
readers to assist us in locating
and identifying records for pre-
servation. If any of your readers
have or know of records that can
document aspects of the econo-
mic, social, cultural, and politi-
cal development and history of
Alaska, we ask them to please
contact us at the University.
Thank you for your coopera-
tion.

Sincerely,

Dennis F. Wall
Archivist & Manuscripts Cunu::
University of Alaska, Anchorage .
Library System
3211 Provﬂnne?l;ﬁve
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
(263-1849)



