
Ricky Itta safdsmd-smdsaidsmd'OUtstan- '''OUtstanOUtstan'OutstandingOutstandingg'
. employee

By Deanne NelsonNelson-
Postmaster

Nelson-
PostmasterPostmaster , USPS., Banow-
From

BarrowBanowBarrow-
FromFrom the Bering StraStrawtrtsStrawtrts-

Richard

pttshtshts-

RichardRichard K . Itta , a 38-year38year-- old deaf postalpostal-
clerk

postal-
clerkclerk employed at the Barrow Post Office forfor-
the

for-
thethe past 1111 months , isisanan outstanding employ-
ee

employemploy-¬-
ee . Aside from his regular duties , he is always

willingJotheirto help others by carrying parcels Jototo-
theirtheir homes after work and has on numerous-
occasions

numerous-
occasions

numerous
occasions padpaid for ; or helped to pay forfor-
C.O.D's

for-
C.O.Do'sC.O.D'sCO.DsCODsC.O.Do'sCO.DosCODos. . .'' nearing the time to be returned . _

Ricky is the son of Noah and Mollie IttaIUai'ttai'tta-
of

IUa-

of
'

of Barrow , which is.Is. the most northern citycityinin the United States.. He has beejibeen deaf sincesince-
the

since-
thethe agege of 4 , and received his education at

Vancouver School for tEediethe DDeafDeafaf ; Vancouver ,
Washington . He is an exex-OlympicexOlympic--lympic runner ;
competing afat' Helsinki , Finland during hishis-
senior

his-
seniorsenior year in the Olympics for the DeafDeaf-

On
..

On May 9 , 1980 , Ricky'sRickys' heroic actionS-
saved

actions-
saved

actions
saved the life of a 9-year9year-- old Barrow youth .
At approximately 7:30730: that eveningevenmg , whilewhile-
Continued

while-
ContinuedContinued on Page 9 -



e. ITTAITTA SAVESSAYES BOY'SBOYS'' LIFELIFE
ContinuedCont.muedContmued. from Page 3 -
watching TTVV , Ricky noticednotJced three youngyoung-
boys

young-
boysboys outside his second story window , walkingwalkmgwalkmg-
on

walking-
onon a 20 foot snowdriftsnowdnft..

SunnyTuckfieldHe watched as one of the youths , Sunny
Tuckfield ,. chipped away at the top of thethe-
dnft

the-
driftdriftdnft with his heel.. The top of the dnftdrift ,

which Sunny had been workinworkm on , brokebroke-
loose

broke-
looseloose and feU to the ground Sunny lost hIS-

balance
hishis-

balancebalance and slidsIJd down the dnftdrift behindbehmd thethe-
large

the-
largelarge hard-packedhardpackedhard.packedhardpacked-. chunk ofofsnowsnow Ricky concon-

tmued
con-

tmued
con-con¬-

tinuedtmued to watch as another lad preceded to dodo-

the
do-

thethe same thingthmg Sunny was watchingwatchmg fromfrom-
below

from-
belowbelow as a huge chunk came down and landed-
on

landedlanded-
onon top of him .

The boy who had caused the chunk to fallfall-

did
fall-

diddiddidnotnot move , his face was frozen in10 pamc-
He

panicpamcpanic-
He

panic-
HeHe had just buriedbuned his fnendfriend under a chunkchunk-

of
chunk-

ofof snow about two feet thick , five feet longlong-
and

long-
andand three feet wide When Ricky saw thethe-

homfied
the-

horrifiedhorrifiedhomfied look on the boy'sboys'' face ,. he jumped upup-

and
up-

andand ran to the windowwmdow Sunny was completelycompletely-
hIdden

completely-
hiddenhidden by the snow packedpackedonon top of himhim-
RIcky

him-
RickyRicky steppedsteppedmtosteppedintointomto his ppa'cpacpic'c bootshoots and ran outout-
of

out-
ofof his apartment - down the stairsstain and intoIOta the

backbackofof the 2929umt29unitunitumt apartment buildingbulldmg ,. where-
he

wherewhere-
hehe livesIJves , intomto the 10 degree weatherweather-

By

weather-

ByBy this timetune the other two boys had gottengotten-
to

gotten-
toto the bottom of the dnftdrift andandwerewere tryingtrymgtrying-
desperately

trymg-
desperatelydesperately to reach theirthen fnendfriend The snowsnow-
was

snow-
waswas so hard packed and frozen that theirtheir-
attempts

their-
attemptsattempts were useless Ricky stuck his barebare-
hands

bare-
handshands down to get a gnpgrip on the snow and tned-
to

triedtnedtried-
toto lift11ft it offoffSunnySunny .

The chunk of snow diddIdnotnot move RIcky-
knew

RickyRicky-
knewknew he would have to use all the strength hehe-

possessed
he-

possessedpossessed or the boy would be smothered inmin-

seconds
m-

secondsseconds
secondsHesecondsfie

Hefie spread his feet , and took a deep breath ,.

reached down againag3ln with his bare hands and-

took
andand-

tooktook hold of the chunk of snow At first thethe-

chunk
the-

chunkchunk wouldwouldnotnot move ,. then suddenly RickyRld.yRldyRicky-
felt

Rld.y-
felt

..

felt a snap as the chunk gave loose and slowly-
he

sloly-
he

slowlysloly",
he liftedlJfted it from rhethe still frame of the bo-

Sunny
bo\boboyboy-

Sunny
-\

Sunny did not movemove-

Ricky

move-

RickyRicky reached down and brushed the snosnowsnow-
off

",
off the boy'sboys' face and lifted him tromfrom the hole

in10 which he had been buned Slowly SunnySunny-
opened

Sunny-
openedopened his eyes , .and.rndrnd glVlngiving.)! a little gasp ,. beganbegan-
toto sob quietly Thank God ., Sunny was stillsttllstill-
alive

sttll-
alJvealivealJve ,. and he was unharmed except for aa-

bruISed
a-

bruisedbruised thigh-

About

thighthigh-

AboutAbout an hour later RlckRicky ",wentent downdo'ndon"' toto-

Sunny's
to-

Sunny'sSunnySunny'sSunnys''ss apartment to see hohow", he was feelingfeeling-
After

feeling-
AfterAfter Sunny'sSunnys' father . Owen Tuckfield , shooshookshook-
his

.
his hand , the boy looked up intomto his eyes ..andandand-
said

.and-

said
and

said thanthank. you Although RIckRicky} could notnot-
hear

not-
hearhear the ",wordsords ,. he ""neneknew. from the 100look. on thethe-

boy's
the-

boy'sboy'sboys' fatefa\.efa.efa.eeface\. that he ,wasya . veryver)< thankful ThIs-

heroIc
ThisThis-

heroicheroic action willw1ll be remembered bby, SunnySunny-
Tuckficld

Sunny-
TuckfieldTuckfieldTuckficld for a long timetime-

On

time-

OnOn JulJuly} 14 ., RILlRicky. } becamebeLame OffiLerm'harge-
at

Officerin.Charge-
at

Officer-m-ChargeOfficermChargeOffiLer-m-'hargeOffiLer'hargehargeOfficer-in.ChargeOfficerin.Chargein.ChargeinCharge- .--{"'at the BarroBarrow", Office and willsenewillservewill servesene in that-
capacity

thatthat-
capacltcapacitycapaclt\capacltcapacltfor\ for the next three monthsmonth duringdunng thethe-
absence

the-
absenceabsence of DeanneDeanneelson\','lelslels\elsonelsonNelson-BarrowNelsonBarrow-n-BarraBarranBarra- Barrow", Postmaster-
who

PostmasterPotmaster,
",whoho is15 temporarilytemporanl, rca"lrcalreassigned" ned to the ''orne-
office

Nome'orneorneNome-
officeoffice aas, OffiuOfficer-in-COfficerinCOfficer-in-Officerinharger-m-CrmC- ---( hargchargharge IHeIleIe .will111 K-KPLheKre-' rere-

Lelmg
re-

seiving
re-re¬-

ceivingLel\mgLelmgseiving\ an outoutstandingtandrng achievementadlle\ementadlleement\ auarJa.ardaardaward. from-
the

tromfromtrom-
thethe LU' S<; PostalPoqal '>Service,''nlenle, andandwill",willIii hebe nnominatedntmnaledntmnaled-
as

, ' 111 lI1atedlI1ated-
aaasmploveefor, OutstandingOUhtandll1g HandicappedlI.mJ.Il'peJlImJ.IlpeJlImJIlpeJ. " . ' I'oMalIoMalPlht.llPlhtllPostal' . II ,mploveenploeenplo\nplo\ eeee-
forfor 1981981!


