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"It'sIts" It's a kind of unique new government plan -
lots of dedication , imagination , and bubble gum ..""

Seeking to upgrade deliverydehvery of legal justice to the funding from the national offices in Washington ,

bush , Alaska Legal Services asks for increased D.CDCD.CCartoon. . -CartoonCartoon- Cartoon by CHARLIE LEAP

--
ALSC BATTlfSBATTLES TO IMPROVE

Overburdened ServiceService-

Squeaks
Service-

SqueaksSqueaks Through byby-

'DedicationDedication'DedicationDedication' ,, Bubblegum '
By JACQUELINEJACQUELltliE GLASGOWGLASGOW-

Staff
GLASGOW-

Staff
GLASGOW-

StaffStaff WriterWriter-
The

Writer-
The

Writer-
TheThe critical issue of continued and improved legallegaJlegaJ-

services
legal-

servicesservices to the poor in the state of Alaska is at stake thisthis-
week

this-
weekweek in Washington ,. D.CDC. .

David Wolfe ,. executive director of Alaska Legal SerSer-Ser-

vices
Ser-

vices
¬-

vices Corporation , is fighting for an increased budget for
the statestate'sstates's Legal Services propro-pro-
gram

¬.-
gram in order to meet growinggrowmg
demandsgrowmgdemandsgrowingdemandson a system alreadyalready-
overburdened

already-
overburdenedoverburdened .

"AlaskaAlaska" Legal Services is aa-

program
a-

programprogram stretched taut and heldheld-

together
held-

togethertogether by dedication , imaginaimagina-imagina-

tion
¬.-

tion , and bubblegum ,," saidsaid-

Wolfe
said-

WolfeWolfe . "ItIt" is time to replacereplace-

the
replace-

thethe bubblegum with nuts andand-

bolts
and-

boltsbolts .
".

"NoNo" other legallegalserviceservice propro-pro-

gram
¬.-

gram in the nation is confrontedconfronted-
with

confronted-
withwith the vast physical dimendimen-dimen-

sions
¬.-

sions of AlaskaAla a , the dispersiondispersion-
ofof the poor , the weather concon-con-

ditions
¬.-

ditions , the methods of travel ,

and the broadbroadvarietyvariety of legallegal-

and
legal-

andand economic problems whichwhich-

prevail
which-

prevailprevail today in Alaska .
"

In spite of these facts , WolfeWolfe-

pointed
Wolfe-

pointedpointed out that Alaska receivesreceives-

about
receives-

aboutabout half the funding of similarsimilar-

projects
similar-

projectsprojects such as that of thethe-

Navajo
the-

NavajoNavajo . Staff lawyers workwork-

under
work-

underunder impossible budgets and

tryingtrymg conditions for far less paypay-

than
pay-

thanthan their counterparts - thethe-

public
the-

publicpublic defenders , the districtdistric-

tattomels
district-

attorneysattorneysattomelsattorneys , and the attorneyattorney-
general

attorney-
generalgeneral s staff .

out-of-llaw-schooloutofllawschoolDependingDe- riding heavily on fresh-freshfres-
houtoflawschool

fresh-
outofllawschool

-.

out-of-law-schooloutoflawschoolout-of.law.schooloutoflaw.schoolof.law.schooloflawschool-- -. -. VISTA attorattor-attor-
neys

attor-
neys

¬-

neys and "RemuesRemues"RelWesRelWes"RevuesRevues" " ( recipientsrecipients-
ofof ReginaldReglOald Heber Smith fellowfellow-fellow-

ships
¬.-

ships ) the program suffers fromfrom-

mexperienced
from-

inexperiencedinexperiencedmexperienced counselcounselandand a highhigh-

turnover
high-

turnoverturnover rate .

As soon as a young attorneyattorney-
gains

attorney-
gainsgains enough experience andand-

familiarity
and-

familiarityfamiliarity with Alaska'sAlaskas' uniqueunique-
law

unique-
lawlaw problems to be ofofrealreal help ,

hisIus year is up and all too frefre-frefre-

quently

fre-

quently

¬-

quently , he moves on .

The new budget would propro-pro-
vide

pro-
vide

-¬

vide an increase in salary forfor-

staff
for-

staffstaff lawyers and while it stillstill-

would
still-

wouldwould not approach that of thethe-

public
the-

publicpublic defenders and districtdlstnctdlstnct-
attorneys

district-
attorneysattorneys , it would provide aa-

httle
a-

littlelittlehttle more incentive for an ideaidea-idea-

lIstic
idea-

listic
¬-

listic young lawyer to staystaywithwithwith-with-

in

¬.-

inm the Legal ServicesSemces program ,
rather than go intotOto privateprIVate-

practice
private-

practicepractice or other more lucrativelucrallvelucrallve-
forms

lucrative-
formsforms of law .

In addition to increasesmcreases forfor-

the
for-

thethe present staff , the proposedproposed-
budget

proposed-
budgetbudget would expand that staffstaff-
and

staff-
andand place it in more remoteremote-
locallons

remote-
locationslocationslocallons . With offices alreadyalready-

located
already-

locatedlocated in Anchorage , Bethel ,
Fairbanks , Juneau , Ketchikan ,

Nome and Sitka , new officesoffices-
would

offices-
wouldwould be establishedestablishedatat Dilling-DillingDilling-

ham
Dilling-

ham
-.

ham , Kodiak , Kotzebue , and Un-UnUn-

alaska
UnUn-

alaska
-.

alaska .

At the present time , for exex-exex-

ample
¬.-

ample , there is absolutely nono-

service
no-

serviceservice to the entire AleutianAleutian-
chain

Aleutian-
chainchain . The Fairbanks officeoffice-

handles
office-

handleshandles an area from aroundaround-
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Tok , near the Canadian border ,

as far north as Barrow .

These remote areas have highhigh-
travel

high-
traveltravel costs and high cost ofof-

living
of-

livingliving ., The staff attorney inin-

Nome
in-

NomeNome , for example , has beenbeen-

working
been-

workingworking for almost 50SO per centcent-
lower

cent-
lowerlower salarysaldry than the PublicPublic-

Defender
Public-

DefenderDefender in Nome . IdealismIdealism-

can
Idealism-

cancan go a longlongwayway , but likelike-

bubblegum
like-

bubblegunlbubblcgumbubblegumbubblegunl , eventually it getsgets-

stretched
gets-

stretchedstretched pretty thinthmthin-

While
thm-

While
thin-

WhileWhile recognizingrecog lzlng that therethere-

are
there-

areare other poor in the state ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska besides the Alaskan NaNa-NaNa-

live
Na-

tive
¬-

tivelive ( whites\ hites , blacks , Spanish-SpanishSpanish-
American

Spanish-
Amencan

Spanish-
American

-

AmericanAmencan , and PhillippmosPllIlIlppmosPhillippinos ) aa-

large
a-

largelarge bulk of the work of AlaskaAlaska-

Legal
Alaska-

LegalLegal ServicesSemces is withinwlthll1 the NaNa-NaNa-

tive
Na-

tive
¬-

tive communitycommu lty ._

Alaska has a populationpopulallon ofof-

over
of-

overover 60,00060000, Natives ; 80SO per centcent-
live

cent-
livelive in111 rural locations separatedseparated-
by

separated-
byby immenseIfnmense distances ; 80 to 9090-

per
90-

perper cent of the Natives areare-

eleglble
are-

elegibleelegibleeleglble for the servicesservtces of AlaskaAlaska-

Legal
Alaska-

LegalLegal Services .

"OneOne" of the biggest mythsmythmyths-
thatthat exists in111 WashingtonWashll1gton , D0 Cc..

"
said one of the staffstaffattorneysattorneys ,

"isis" that suddenly the AlaskanAlaskan-

Land
Alaskan-

LandLand Claims has made everyevery-
Nallve

every-
NativeNativeNallve richflel1.. This is hardly thethe-

case
the-

casecase ."
"AlaskaAlaska" is a developingdevelopmg stateslateslate-

and
state-

andand the issue is development forfor-

whom
for-

whomwhom and at what cost toto-

whom
to-

whomwhom . Will the poor of AlaskaAlaska-

reap
Alaska-

reapreap theirtheu share of developmentdevelopment-
oror will the poor pay the cost ofof-

development
of-

developmentdevelopment with no return ? "

"AlaskaAlaska" is a state whose landland-

IS

land-

isis beingbeinbeingbeingcarvedcarvedcarvedupup by manymany-

1I1tersts

many-

interets
*' ' 'intersts1I1terstsinterets , states Wolfe'sWolfes propro-pro-

posal
pro-

posal
¬-

posal to the federalfederalagencyagency .

"TheThe" poor must not be lost inin-

the
in-

thethe shuffle . "
Few agencies seekseekII1volveseekinvolveinvolveII1volve-II1volveinvolve-II1volv-

ement

involve-

ment
¬-

ment from the people they serveserve-

as
serve-

asas zealously as Alaska LegalLegal-

ServIces
Legal-

ServicesServices .

Through the mukluk teletele-tele-

graph
tele-

graph
¬-

graph ( word ofofmouthmouth , upupandandand-

down
and-

downdown the riversfivers ) , through perper-per-

sondl
per-

sonal
¬-

sonalsondl contact with Alaska LegalLegal-

ServIce
Legal-

ServiceService personnelpersonnelasas they traveltravel-

II1to

travel-

intointoII1to remote areas , through thethe-

assIstance
the-

assistanceassistance of RurAL CAP , andand-

through
and-

throughthrough other means of publicpubhc-pubhcpublic-pubhc-
Ity

public-

ity

¬-

ity , more and more people in11111-

1bush
in-

bushbushbushdrebusharearedre becomingbeol11l11g; aware of thethe-

legal
the-

legallegal help available through thethe-

program
the-

programprogram
programThisprogramTIllS

ThisTIllS has produced a "clientclient"chentchent"chent-
pOpuldllon

"client-
population

"
populationpOpuldllon upupinin111 arms demanddemand-demandI-

I1g

demand-
ing

¬-

ingII1g our services m111in hundreds ofof-

places
of-

placesplaces at onceoncC' .
"

Many of the items includedmcludedincluded-
inin111 the new budget arearc the directdlfectdlfect-

outcome
direct-

outcomeoutcome ofofIdeasideas contributedcontnbuted byb-
yle

by-

0clirele0c! , poor themselves SeekingSee"lI1gSeelI1gSee"lI1g-

even
Seeking-

even
"

even greater inputII1put from theirtheir-

clients
their-

clientsclients , Alaska Legal ServicesServtces isIS-

askll1g

is-

askingaskingaskll1g for funds to set up clientclient-

advIsory
client-

advisoryadvisory boards in111 twentytwentyvilvilvil-vilvil-

lages
vil-

lages
¬-

lages .

MeetingMeetll1g four timeslimes a year ,

these boards would playplaYaaa strongstrong-

role
strong-

rolerole in111 settingsettll1g prioritiespflontles andand-

needs
and-

needsneeds andandinin111 seeingseell1g that thethe-

program
the-

programprogram is people-orientedpeopleorientedpeople-onentedonented- andand-

not
and-

notnot bureaucracy-orientedbureaucracyorientedbureaucracy-onentedonented- .

Another directduect link to peoplepeople-
wIll

people-
willwill be a program establishingestablishIng-
eight

establishing-
eighteight communtiycommunllycommunity aides , bi-lmgualbilmgualbi-linguallingualbilingual-
paralegal

bilingual-
parslegal

-

para-legalparalegalpars-legalpars- personnel who willwlllwlll-

assist
will-

assistassist staff lawyers in gatheringgathering-
data

gathering-
datadata ,"Conducting, interviewsintemews , prepre-
panr1'g

pre-
paringparingpanr1'gpanr1gparing' casescaselcase' , and translatingtranslatll1g forfor-

clients
for-

clientsclients who do not speak EnglishEnglish-
There

English-
There

English-
ThereThere are five communitycommumtycommumty-

aides
community-

aidesaides now in111 trainingtra1l1111g andandstaffstaffstaff-
attorneys

staff-
attorneysattorneys arearc enthusiasticenthuslasllc aboutabout-
the

about-
thethe advantages of Native-bornNativebornNattve-bornNattveNattveborn-
dnd

Nativeborn-
and

-

anddnd Native-speakingNativespeakingatlve-speaklngatlvespeaklng- para-legalsparalegalsparalegals-
In

-

In time , a promisingpronllwlgpromisig crop ofof-

fulltl
of-

fullfledgedfull-fle.dgedfullfle.dgedfullfle.dgedfledgedfull-fledgedfull-tlfulltl- .
dged NativeNillVC, attorneysartl1rrJcysartl1rrJcys-

may
attorneys-

maymay develop out of this propro-pro-

gram
pro-

gram
¬-

gram .

The Alaska Legal ServiceSCfVlCCSCfVlC-

CCorporation
Service-

CorporationCorporation has championedchampioned-
many

championed-
manymany causes which have bene-benebene-

fittcd
bene-

fitted
bene-

fitted
-

fittcdfitted the poor in111 generalgencrJIgencrJIdndgeneralandanddnddnd-

the
and-

thethe Alaskan NativeNallve in111 particularpJrtlcularparticular-
In

pJrtlcular-
InIn the last sessionsessl :>n of thethe-

legIslature
the-

LegislatureLegislature , they fought for andand-

won
and-

wonwon oil spill liabilityhability legislationIcglslJtlOnIcglslJtlOn-

wlllch
legislation-

whichwhichwlllch guaranteesguanntees, recovery forfor-

losses
for-

losseslosses to persons usingusmg the landland-

for
land-

forfor subsistence purposes .

theyi, lJeyhey have fought for impor1I11por-1I11por1I11po-
rtant

i ipor-iporipor-
tant

¬-

tant rightsfights withinwlthll1 the fishingflshll1gflshll1g-

II1dustry
fishing-

industryindustryII1dustry and assistedassIstedvillagersvillagers in11111-

1formll1g
in-

formingformingformll1g co-opscoops- .

They have intervened1I1tervenedintervenedinin111 pubpub-pub-

lIc

pub-

lic

¬-

lic utility rate increases1I1creases andandinin11111-

1the

in-

thethe administrationadmll11 tratJOn of housinghousing-
authonlles

housing-
authoritiesauthoritiesauthonlles to protect the concon-con-

sumer
con-

sumer
¬-

sumer..

Just last month , AlaskaAldska Legallegal-
Services

Legal-

ServicesServices brought action in111 thethe-

Supeflor
the-

SuperiorSuperiorSupeflor Court of Anchorage onon-

behalf
on-

behalfbehalfbehalfofofofallall Native children in11111-

1the

in-

thethe state .

"AlaskaAlaska" ," they stated , "isis" anan-

education
an-

educationeducation system which yanksyanks-
children

yanks-
childrenchildren from theirthm home villagesvIllages-

and
villages-

andand sends them thousands ofof-

miles
of-

milesmiles away to BIABlA high schoolsschools-
oror boardingboard1l1g schools in111 urbanurban-

areas
urban-

areasareas .
"

The case seeks to affirm thethe-

fight
the-

rightrightfight to every childellild to receive aa-

hIghschool
a-

highschoolhigh-schoolhighschool- education where hehe-

hves
he-

livesliveshves .

Alaska Legal ServicesServtces has anan-

Impressive
an-

impressiveimpressive record of successes ,

both in111 the courts andandinin111 thethe-

legislature
the-

legislaturelegislature . Every', Alaska SupSup-Sup-

reme
Sup-

reme
¬-

reme Court decision m111in a casecase-

1I1volvll1g

case-

involvinginvolving1I1volvll1g Alaska Legal ServicesServIces-

except
Services-

exceptexcept one has been decideddecidedininIn-

favor
in-

favorfavor of ALSCsAlSC's'' clientchent..

Just as they are concernedconcerned-
with

concerned-
withwith the schoolchild being transtrans-trans-

ported
trans-

ported
¬-

ported long distances to school ,

Alaska Legal Services berates thethe-

similar
the-

similarsimilar plight of the citizen enen-

rou
en-

routerouterou te to trialtfla !..

One of their prime objectivesobjecttvesobjecttvesI-

S
objectives-

isis "toto" drag the justice system toto-

the
to-

thethe places that need justicejustice-
rather

justice-
ratherrather than draggingdragg1l1g the citizenCItizen-

to
citizen-

toto the justicejusttce system hundredshundreds-
toto thousands ofofmilesmiles away .

"
In an effort to improve concon-con-

dItIons
con-

ditions
¬-

ditions , Alaska Legal ServicesSefVIcesSefVIces-

seeks
Services-

seeksseeks to hold a newoew Bush JusticeJustice-
Conference

Justice-
ConferenceConference . Such a conferenceconference-
waswas heldheldaa few years ago "withwith"with-
a

"
a dramatic increaseII1crease in111 underunder-under-
standing

under-
standing

¬-

standing and committmentcommlttment toto-

solvll1g

to-

solvingsolvingsolvll1g rural problems , partiparti-parti-

cularly
parti-

cularly
¬-

cularly those relatingrelatll1g to thethe-

justice
the-

justicejustice system . " '

"TheThe" time is right for anotheranother-
such

another-
suchsuch conference ,,"" states thethe-

proposal
the-

proposalproposalproposalIt
It commends the judiciary ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska as beingbell1g "forward-looking"forwardforwardlooking"forwardok1l1g"forward-"forwardforward"forwardlooking-
and

" - ! ok1l1gok1l1g-

andandandintelligentintelligent1I1telligent " and Alaska asas-

be1l1g

as-

beingbeingbe1l1g "aa" gigantic place where thethe-

legal
the-

legallegal structure and relationshipsrelatIOnships-
areare just beingbell1g formed .

"
"BeforeBefore" they'retheyre' cementedcementedinin11111-

1precedent
in-

precedentprecedent ," it argues , "thethe" poorpoor-
must

poor-
mustmust be heard . "

The budget submittedsubmittedinin11111-

1Washington
in-

WashingtonWashingtonbydedIcatedwas workedv.orkedvorked. out by
dedicated people who obviously ,
in the light of their pay scale ,
are not working for personalpersona-
lprofit

personal-
profitprofit.. They are people concon-con-
cerned

con-
cerned

¬-

cernedcernedwithwith their clientschents , thethe-

poor
the-

poorpoor of the state of Alaska .

Unless the increase in111 budgetbudget-
they

budget-
theythey request is granted , AlaskaAlaska-

legal
Alaska-

LegalLegal Services willwillnotnot be ableable-
to

able-
toto meet the urgent demands ofof-

their
of-

theirtheir growing number ofofclientsclients .

The dedication willwillwanewane , thethe-

imagination
the-

imaginationimagination will fail , and thethe-

bubblegum
the-

bubblegumbubblegum will finally break .


