
GrovelGravel Optimistic AboufAbout Village RoodRoad Construction
Senator Mike Gravel in anan-

exclusive
an-

exclusiveexclusive Tundra Times interinter-ininter-

view
ter-terter-

view
¬-

view Nov . 19 , was optimisticoptimIstic-
about

optimistic-
aboutabout the outlook for villagevillage-

road
village-

roadroadroadconstructionconstruction in the comingcommgcommg-
session

coming-
sessionsession .

HeIle predicted the passage ofof-

two
of-

twotwo proposals that failed into thethe-

last
the-

lastlast Congress , due to an attackattack-
on

attack-
onon the Federal Aid to HighwaysHighways-
Bill

Highways-
BillBill that had absolutely nothingnothing-
toto do with the Alaskan amendamend-amend-
ments

amend-
ments

¬-

ments .

One amendment , pushedpushed-
jointly

pushed-
jointlyjointly by Sen . GravelGravelandand Rep .

Hale Boggs , would have includinclud-includ-

ed
¬.-

ed village boardwalks in thethe-

eligibility
the-

eligibilityeligibility for funds allotted toto-

pedestrian
to-

pedestrianpedestrian walkways and bicyclebicycle-

paths
bicycle-

pathspaths . A fund of 10 millionmillion-

dollars
million-

dollarsdollars was established to backback-

up
back-

upup this program .

The other amendment sucsuc-suc-

ceeded
¬.-

ceeded in changing the limitlimit-limit-

ations
limit-

ations
¬-

ations on Indian Highway approappro-appro-
priations

appro-
priations

¬-

priations , so that they can bebe-

applied
be-

appliedapplied to privately owned vilvil-vilvil-

lage

vil-

lage

¬-

lage properties not just tribaltnbaltnbal-
reservations

tribal-

reservationsreservations . Authorization onon-

these
on-

theseJumpedfromthese appropriations jumped
from I million to 10 millionmillion-
dollars

million-
dollarsdollars .

"ObviouslyObviously" we in Alaska , inin-

our
in-

ourour village areas that don'tdont' havehave-

roads
have-

roadsroads , will now be encounteringencountering-
aa lot of road programs ,,"" saidsaid-

the
said-

thethe Senator .
Gravel expressed concern a-aa-

bout
aa-

bout
-.

bout the mechanics of surveying
largesurveyinglargeareas of land mass in rereore-rereo-

lation
re-

lation
¬-

lation to jthe.thethe. Native LandLand-

Claims
Land-

ClaimsClaims .

"It'sIts" ' all tied to our regularegula-regula-

tions

¬.-
tions within the Department ofof-

the
of-

thethe Interior and the Bureau ofof-

Land
of-

LandLand Management .. If the timetime-

frames
time-

framesframes are not adhered to , it willwill-

be
will-

bebe 20 years before this thing isis-

worked

is-

workedworked outooutt.. "

"SoSo" obviously at some pointpoint-
along

point-
alongalong the way we'rewere' going toto-

have
to-

havehave to go back withwithanan omnibusommbusommbus-
bill

omnibus-
billbill to correct variousvanous deficiendeficien- ¬.-

cies in the Act.. AndAndcertainlycertainlycertainly-
the

certainly-
thethe land selection process willwIll-

be
will-

bebe one of the areas . "

( Continued on page 6)6)



Senator MikeMile{ Gravel . ., .
( Continued from page I1)1))

Gravel didlid( notnol anticipate thatthat-

there
that-

therethere would be more additionaladdltlonJIaddltlonJIf-

undll1g
additional-

fundingfundingfundll1g to the regional corporcorpor-corpor-
atIons

corpor-
ations

¬-

ations until the enrollment waswas-

completed
was-

completedcompleted .

"TheThe" initialII1ll1al payments ,
" heliehe-

said
lie-

saidsaid , "werewere" to pay the crank-upcrankupcrankup-
costs

crankup-
costs

-

costs And that'sthats'' it Once thethe-
enrollment

the-
enrollmentenrollment is completed , thenthen-

we've
then-

we'vewe'v-
e

wev-
ewe'veweve' got to do some realreal-

fundll1g
real-

fundingfundingfundll1g .
"

When questioned about anan-

alleged
an-

allegedalleged $99$ million dollar cutbackcutback-
inin111 Healthliealth , Education , and WelWel-Wel-

fare
Wel-

fare
¬-

fare funds ordered by NixonNixon-

on
Nixon-

onon Dec 8 , Gravel said he hadhad-

heard
had-

heardheard nothingnothll1g aboutabou t it , butbu t thatthat-

Itit shouldshouldnotnot comecone as a surprisesurpmesurprise-
"Richard

surpme-
"Richard

surprise-
"Richard"RichardRichard" Nixon ,

" helie said ,

"gotgot" a great mandate and hehe-

vetoed
he-

vetoedvetoed 1IIII! pieces of legislativeleglsld/lveleglsldlveleglsldlve-
Just

legislative-

just
/

just before the election , andandItitI-
tdidn't

it-

didn'tdidn'tdidnt' seem to bother any "' dy ,

so now he'shesh'sh
'-

s
s' goingg01l1g to exercise hishis-

mandate
his-

mandatemandate .
"

"InIn" in the light ol01of recent teucralledcrJIfederalledcrJI-
cutbacks

federal-

cutbackscutbacks , Gravel commentedcommented-
that

commented-
thatthat the nativeIldtlve landlandclaimsclaimscldlmscldlms-

would
claims-

wouldwould alleviate the situationSltUdt Ion toto-

some
to-

somesome extent..

"II" 1 don'tdont' seee fundingfun lng comingcolllmgcorningcolllmg-
through

corning-
throughthrough the claimsclamls , but thethe-

clalm
the-

claimsclaimsclalm will developdevelopwithinwithin\ Ithll1 thethe-

native
the-

nativenative communitycommumty theirtheu ownown-

expertIse
own-

expertiseexpertise , an involvment1I1volvnent: in111 theirthelTthelT-

own
their-

ownown activities . They will bebe-

domg
be-

doingdoingdomg somethingsomethll1g towardtowJrd thiertillertheertiller-

own
theer-

ownown advancementa vancement "
"YouYou"YauYau" know , there are justjU t soso-

many
()

many people in111 AlaskaAIkaAI\AI.\ ka , and wewe-

can
we-

cancan busy ourselves withwIthsoso manymany-

different
many-

differentdifferent thingsthll1gs . Presently thethe-

natives

the-

nativesnatives for some time to comecome-

wIll

come-

willwill be busy comingcomingofofofageageage-

economIcally
age-

economicallyeconomically .

"IfIf" they pull the federallederJIlederJI-
funds

federal-

fundsfunds out of AlaskaAla ka , we- 'llwe- llwe- 'llwe- llwe- 'llallwe- 'llwe- llwe- 'llall' all bebe-

busy
be-

busybusy trappingtrapp1l1g rabbits ,
" the interII1ter-II1terinter-II1ter-

vlcwer
inter-

viewer

¬-

viewervlcwer ventured .

"There'sTheres" ' no likelihoodlI"elihoodlIelihoodlI"elihoodoflikelihoodof" ofof-

puJhng
of-

pullingpullingpuJhng all the federal funds outout-

of
out-

ofof Alaska ,
" GravelGravelassuredassured himhim-

Wha
him-

WhatWhatWha!,
will save us1us5us? "TheThe" pipepipe-pipe-

line
pipe-

line
¬-

"line .

Gravel hopefully predicts concon-con-

struction
con-

struction
¬-

struction on the pipelineplpelme willwill-

beg1l1

will-

beginbeginbeg1l1 between now and ChristChmt-ChmtChrist-Chmt-
mas

Christ-

mas
¬-

mas , or "inin" 111 thetlie springsprll1g , certainlycertamlycertamly-
wIthin

certainly-
withinwithin the next five months ".

Helie declined to commentOmment( onon-

posslbllltJe
on-

possibilitiespossibilitiesposslbllltJe for the HouselIuu eeedtseat\edtedtseat-

vacated
\edt-

vJcatedvacatedvJcated by missingmlssll1g Congressman'ongreongreCongressman-
Nick

(' smansman-

NickNick BegichBeglch . "WhenWhen" the DemoDemo-Demo-

crats
Demo-

crats
¬-

crats select their person ,
" heliehe-

promIsed
lie-

promisedpromised , "II" 1 will behe campaignCdmpJlgn-CdmpJlgncampaign-CdmpJlgn-

IIg
campaign-

ing

¬-

ingI/IgIIg/ very hardhJrd to get himhim-

elected
him-

electedelected .
".

Gravel mentioned that SenaSenJ-SenJSena-SenJ-

tor
Sena-

tor
¬-

tor Ernest GruenmgGruemngGruelling hadIud camcam-cam-

paigned
cam-

paigned
¬-

paignedpaignedveryvery heavily for GeorgeGeorge-

McGovern
George-

McGovernMcGovern allalloverover the countrycountry-
"The

country-
"The"TheThe" last time I sawSdW Sen . GruenGruen-Gruen-

mg
Gruen-

ing

¬-

mging , he was healthy as a bear ,

stillsl1l1 out campaigningcampalgn1l1g He'sHeslie'sliesile'siles' inm-min-inm-

destructIble
in-

destructible
¬-

destructible .
"


