
SafellifeSatelliteS tel/itetelite/ SysfemSystem MaylV1ay IncludeInudeIn /udeude/ Alaska
BriefingBrlelmg Senatorenator Ted1 ed StevensStevens-

recently
Stevens-

recentlyrecently , MCI Lockheed SatelSatel-Satel-

hte
Satel-

lite
¬-

litehte Corporation stated they havehave-

aa proposal pendingpendmg before thethe-

Federal
the-

FederalFederal CommunicationsCommuOicallons ComCom-Com-

mISSion

Com-

mission

¬-

mission that couldcouldIncludeinclude AlasAlas-Alas-

ka
Alas-

ka
¬-

ka in10 a national .satellitesatellite.sateilltesateillte. comcom-com-

municatIOns
com-

munications
¬-

munications system .

Based on a distance insensimsensl-msenslinsensi-msensl-
tlve

insensi-
tive

¬-

tivetlve rate structure , Lockheed'sLockheedsLockheed's-
multiple

Lockheed's-
multiple

'

multiple use satellite could propro-pro-

vide
pro-

vide
¬-

vide long distance audio andand-

vIdeo
and-

videovideo communicationcommUOIcatlon intra-stateintrastatemtra-statemtraantra-stateantramtrastate-
and

antrastate-
and

-

andandinterstateinterstateIOterstate at less cost thanthan-

current
than-

currentcurrent long distance communicommuOl-commuOlcommuni-commuOl-
cations

communi-
cations

¬-

cations ._

Distance insensitiveIOsensltlve meansmeans-

tlrat
means-

thattlratthat satellite technology costscosts-

have
costs-

havehave no relationship to distance .

Current costs are basedhasedhasedonon thethe-

distance
the-

distancedistance of communicationscommunlcatcommumcat ions overover-

land
over-

landland lines , but a satellite can dede-dede-

liver
de-

liver
¬-

liver a signal to any pointpomt m10to itsIts-

area
its-

areaarea ofofcoveragecoverage at almost a uniuni-uniuni-

form
uni-

form
¬-

form cost..

Lockheed'sLockheeds' satellite would

contain a total of 48 transpondtranspond-transpond-
ers

¬-

ers - whichwhichareare transmit-receivetransmitreceivetrantransmitreceive-
units

ml-recelvemlrecelvemlrecelveU-

OitS
! -

unitsUOitS . At leastlea t four transpondtranspond-ltantranspond-
ers

pond-pondpond-
ers

¬-

ers would be devoted to AlaskaAlaska-

use
Alaska-

useuse .

EachEacnEacnumtEachunitunitumt could handle bebe-bebe-

tween
be-

tween
¬-

tween 200 and 400 voice cirCIfcir-circir-

cuits
¬'-

cuitsCUltS . Roughly equivalent toto-

the
to-

thethe circuitingcircultlOg required for oneone-
video

one-
videovideo channel for televisiontelevision-

Senator
televISIon-

Senator
television-

SenatorSenator Stevens advised thethe-

Lockheed
the-

LockheedLockheed delegation he wouldwould-

only
would-

onlyonly support a satellite systemsystem-
that

system-
thatthaithat would provide video capacapa-capa-
blllly

capa-
bility

¬-

bilityblllly (TV ) to10 Alaska withoutwIthout-
extra

without-
extraextra carryingcarrYlOg charges to bebe-

borne
be-

borneborne by Alaskan residents .

HelieIle said , "RuralRural" Alaskans livelive-

behmd
live-

behindbehindbehmdbehmdabehindaa cultural curtaincurtam andand-

that
and-

thatthat is highly detrimentaldetrrmental toto-

chIldren
to-

childrenchildren , m10in particular .. TeleTele-Tele-

vision
Tele-

vision
¬-

vision will make the differencedifference-
whether

difference-
whetherwhether or not theytheywillwill be subsub-sub-

Ject
sub-

ject
¬-

ject to cultural lag , and be ableable-

to
able-

toto compete with children fromfrom-

Continued

from-

Continued

from-

Continued( Continued on page 6)661)



Sate/liteSateliteSatellite/ . . .
( Continued from page 1)1)1)-

the
1)-

Ihe
1)-

the
)

theIhe lower 48 .

The economy ofofruralrural AlaskaAlaAlaska-

cannot
kaka-

cannotcannot support even nominalnom1l1alnom1l1al-

carrYll1g

nominal-
carryingcarryingcarrYll1g charges forlor a TV signalsigna-
lTherefore

signa-
lThereforeTherefore , it isI essential that aa-

proposed
a-

proposedproposedproposednatIOnalnational satellite syssys-sys-

tem
sys-

tem
¬-

tem have the ability to deliverdeliver-

TV
deliver-

TVTVTVsignalssignals to Alaskans on thethe-

same
the-

samesame basisbasl as anywhere else in11111-

1the

in-

thethe U.SUS. . - withoutwithal! t additionaladdlllonaladdlllona-
lcosl

additional-
costcostcosl.. ".

Senator Stevens said he be-bebe-

heves
be-

lIeves
be-

Iteves
- ,.

heveslIevesIteves the technology is therethere-

but
there-

butbut the understandingunderstandmg of AlasAlas-Alas-

ka's
Alas-

ka's
¬-

ka'skas' uniqueul1lque needs has not beenbeen-

considered
been-

consideredconsideredconsideredinm111in the early planningplann1l1gplann1l1g-

stages
planning-

stagesstages . The senator complimentcompliment-compliment-
ed

¬-

ed Lockheed to provide for AlasAlas-Alas-

ka's
Alas-

ka's
¬-

ka'skas' needs when they refine theirthctrthctr-

proposal
their-

proposalproposal for FCCFCCactionaction


