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FailureailureF to ConsiderConsid ' r BidBid-

By
Bid-

NativeBy Native Firm CausesCauses-

Rift
.

Rift on SurveySurveyofofLandsLandsB-
yBy DONNOONN LISTONLISTON-

Alaska
LISTON-

Alaska
LISTON-

AlaskaAlaska Native FoundationFoundation-
ANCHORAGE

Foundation-
ANCHORAGE

Foundation-
ANCHORAGE

]
ANCHORAGE - The Ahtna , Inc. Native corporation hashas-

fIled
has-

filedfiled suit against the Department of Interior for what itit-

believes
it-

believesbelieves to be unfair treatment with respect to contract bidbid-

considerations
bid-

considerationsconsiderations for surveyingsurvevin land to be granted2l"anted2lanted" to AlaskaAlaska-
Natives

Alaska-
NativesNatives pursuant to the Alaska Native ClaimsCl ims Settlement Act
of Dec . 181818,1971181971, 1971..

TheTh e Bureau of LandLand-
Management

Land-
ManagementManagement , which is chargedcharged-

with
charged-

withwith the responsibility ofof-

surveying
of-

surveyingsurveying Native village landsland-
sselected

land-
sselectedselectedselected, last1a.st1ast. December inin-

accordan
in-

accordanceaccordanceaccordan with the claims act ,

refused an Ahtna subsidiatysubsidiary ,

Ahtna Construction and PrimaryPrimary-
Products

Primary-
ProductsProducts , the opportunity to bidbid-

on
bid-

onon cadastralcadattral survey contracts forfor-
the

for-
thethe communities of Cantwell ,,
Qustochinaat.istochinaatistochinaQiistochina. and Copper Center .

No, explanation was given in aa-

form
a-

formform letter to Ahtna ConstructionConstruction-
and

Construction-
andand Primary Products as to whywhy-

the
why-

thethe opportunity to bid was denieddenied-

to
denied-

toto the only Native contractors toto-
submit

to-
submitsubmit a bid proposal .

All of the lands to be grantedgranted-
under

granted-
underunder the act must be surveyedsurveyed-
before

surveyed-
beforebefore they may change hands ,
according to Irving Zirple ," , Jr .

Chiefat.iefatief. ofqf Cadastral ,. Surveying forfor-

BlM
for-

BIMBUMBlMBIM , whowhQ added :

"WeWe"" are the only ones who have

authorityauthrity to survey lands for thethe-

federal
the-

federalfederal governmentovernment ,. and we'vewevewe've-

been

' '
been beefing up our personnel andand-

procedures
and-

proceduresprocedures in preparation forfor-

these
for-

thesethese surveys , but we won'twont' bebe-

able
be-

ableable to survey all of themthem-

ourselves
them-

ourselvesourselves because therethefl is so muchmuch-

to
much-

to do and couldn'tcouldntcouldn't-
start

couldn't-
start

'to -- - we really
start the work until after thethe-

Native
the-

NativeNative selections are made . "
As a technical director for thethe-

surveying
the-

surveyingsurveying process , Zirple couldcould-

not
could-

notnot comment on the choice ofof-

contractors
of-

contractorscontractors for the jobs outside ofof-

the
of-

thethe agency . However , he diddid-

explain
did-

explainexplain that the contractcontractn-
egotiations

contractn-
egotiationsnegotiations are presently underunder-
way

under-
wayway for some of the contractorscontractors-
and

contractors-
andand that this is the first time since
1910 that the U.SUS. . governmentgovernmen-
thas

governmen-
thashas contracted for cadastralcadastral-
survey

cadastral-
surveysurvey work..

The Ahtna suit is based onon-

section
on-

section
on-

sectionsection 7b7b(() of the Indian SelfSelf-

Continued

Self-

Continued

Self-

Continued( Continued on PagPage* 6)6)
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-.,

Determination Act , whichwhich-
re

whic-
hrequiresrequiresre qu ires Indian (NativeNati'Ve' )
preference in-ininthe-, the award ofof-

subcontractssubcontracts of any contractcontract-
perfonned

contract-
performedperformedperfonned for the benefit ofof-

Indians
of-

IndiansIndians ; and section 2b( ) of the ,,

claimsclabns settlement act ,. whichwhich-

provides
which-

providesprovides for Native participationparticipation-
inin decisions affecting their rightsrights-
and

rights-
andand property .

Some 211 qualified villagevillage-
municipalities

village-
municipalitiesmunicipalities will be surveyed inin-

accordanceaccordance with the act ,

according to Zirple , with about
104104ofof those to include townshiptownship-
surveys

township-
surveyssurveys to determinedetennine lots withinwithin-
the

within-
thethe municipality . However ,. thethe-
statewide

the-
statewidestatewide cadastralcadastralsurveyssurveys to bebe-

donedone under Zirple'sZirples' directiondir ction willwil-

lnot
wil-

lnotnot include easements or right-ofrightofrightof-
ways

rightof-
ways

-

ways in anyany-
At

case .

At the peak of activity thisthis-

umrilers.umjrersumjrerumJ1)erumJ1er. umriler)) , .BLMBLM. BfBfYB ..MM. wfllwill\YYll\will-

and

havepavetat+ e aa-

JIl3X1

a-

maximummaximumJIl3X11ummaximum of 14 crews surveyingsurveying-
villagevillagesurveyingvillageselectionsse ections and aboutabo 'tt' sevenseve-
ncontracforsZirple

seve-
ncontractorsZirplecontractors'ZirplecontractorsZirplecontracforsZirple. :' explainede"plaineplainexplain" d thatthat-

thethetothepresentpr sent "pipelinepipeline'pipeliney"pipelineypipeline'
.
".' economyecortomyeconomy "

has drained many ofof'theofthe'the agency'sagencysfigency'sfigencysfigency's-
younger

agency's-
younger

'
younger surveyors "whowho" stay longlong-
enough

long-
enoughenough to get some experienceexperience-
and

experience-
thenand

_, then go to work forforoil-oiloil'oil'oil-

companies
'oil-

companies

-'
."'companies .

"We'veWeve" ' had some problems'problems
'

butbut-
luckily

but-
luckilyluckilyprettydedicatedwe havehavesomesome pretty
dedicated employesemployes'tooemployestoo' too ,." ZirpleZirpl-
eadded

Zirple-
addedadded., "WeWe" haveihave ); , had somesome-
Alaskan

some-
AlaskanAlaskan Natives working for us inin-

surveying
in-

surveying
'-

tried
t-

ried
'-

tried
t-

ried
'

surveyingsurveyingwe've-- we'veweve-we've- ' tried to ' getge-
tthem

ge-
tthemthem into somesom , the the'the'the-
cooperative

>,' the-
cooperativecooperative programspro s with thethe-
University

the-
UniversityUniversity of Alaska .:-*-- but mostmost-
aren.t

most-
arentaren'tarentaren- .taren- t'., interested in long-termlongtermlongterm-
careers

longterm-
careers

--
,

careers in government surveying..
t"

NativelandsThe
.

cost ' oforsurveying"surveyingsurveying" NativeNative-
landslandslandslandswillwill depend uponuponpq1 the naturenatUre-

of
nature-

ofof the . land to '
bebbtbsufVeyedt, surveyedsufVeyed ,.

according to Zirple , who says itiUsirisiUs-
more

iris-
more

is
more expensive in theththenorth'

north slope ,..
area than--inthaninthan-mm-. - southeast . But the

cost per acre of surveying thethe-
lands

the-
landslands in Alaska could not easily bebe-

determined
be-

see
determined...

"II"I-

ANCSA
" can see the total jobs forfor-

ANCSAANCSA totalling over $100100$100-
million

$100-
million

$
million Zirple added .. "That'sThats" '' veryvery-
conservative

very-
conservativeconservative and that'sthats'' only forfor-
the

for-
thethe village selections . With thethe-
price

the-
priceprice doubling like they are now ,.

who knows ? n"n-

TheThe Ahtna suit against thethe-
Secretary

the-
SecretarySecretary of Interior is due toto-

come
to-

upcome
'' up for a preliminarypreliminary-

injunction
preliminary-

injunctioninjunction in early May .

The Motion for PreliminaryPreliminary-
Injunction

Preliminary-
InjunctionInjunction and a Motion for OrderOrder-
Shortening

Order-
ShorteningShortening Time would restrainrestrain-
BIM

restrain-
fromBLMBIM from awarding contracts toto-

other
to-

otherother contractors for the threetbreetbree-
Mtna

three-
AhtnaAhtnaMtna community surveys untiluntil-
the

until-
thethe Ahtna suit wawas$ settled and thethe-

Secretary
the-

SecretarySecretary implemented thethe-
aff

the-

affj(afffrmativeaffaffativeaffj rmativeative action contractingcontracting-
programs

contracting-
programsprograms he ' is due to establishestablish-
soon

establish-
soonsoon .

ngingInteriorIn additionaddition-
Interior

to challengingchall nging
Interior on the grounds ofof-
discrimination

of-
discriminationdiscrimination against the AhtnaAhtna-
bidder

Ahtna-
bidderbidder,. the suit also contends thatthat-
the

that-
thethe so-calledsocalled-- "co-ventures"cocoventures" -- " whichwhich-
are

which-
areare to be awarded the contracts forfor-
the

for-

thethe three ,., communities are reallyreally-
nothing

really-
nothingnothing more than non-AlaskanonAlaskanonAlaska-
companies

nonAlaska-
companies

-

companies subcontracting withwith-
Alaska

with-
AlaskaAlaska firmsfarms for theirtheirlicenseslicenses .

Companies named in the suit asas-

being
as-

beingbeing inirt line for the surveyingsurveYing-
contracts

surveying-
contractscontracts include the Alaska firmfirm-
of

firm-
ofof ABC Surveys , Ltd . , togethertogether-
with

together-
withwith the Outside firmfinn of MurryMurlMurr-
yMcCormick

}'McCormick EnvironmentalEnvironmental-
Group

Environmental-
GroupGroup ; and Alaska firm ,. Kelly ,.
Pittelko , ., Fritz and Forssen ,. inin-

conjunctipn
in-

conjunctionconjunctionconjunctipn with anotheranotheanotheru-
nnamedunnamed Outside companyompany .

1, Ahtna has been refused even an.an,..a-
nopportunity

an-

opportunityopportunity to participate inin-

technical
in-

technicaltechnical discussionsscussions of thethe-
cada

the-
cadastralcadastralcadacadastralsurveytr31: survey .


