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The MacKenzie RiverRiv r is a veryver-
yl

very-

historichistoricstoricl highwayhigh way to the Arctic andand-

Alaska
and-

AlaskaAlaska . It was over this route thatthat-

Alexander
that-

AlexanderAlexander Murray firstflIst came toto-

Alaska
to-

AlaskaAlaska to establish Fort Yukon in
1847 . For perhaps thousandsthousand ofof-

years
of-

yearsyears it was the homeland of thethe-

Indians
the-

IndiansIndians and Eskimos . Then camecarnecarne-
the

carne-
thethe gold rush and the booming furfur-

trade
fur-

tradetrade .

Following the decline of the furfur-
industry

fur-
industryindustry ,; many people left andand-

today
and-

todaytoday only derelicts and ghostghost-
towns

ghost-
townstowns mark the sites where theythey-

lived
they-

livedlived..,

Today there is renewed interestinterest-
in

interest-
inin this area . An increasing numbernumber-
of

number-
ofof people prefer to "roughrough" it" onon-

their
on-

theirtheir vacation and are finding thatthat-

aa trip down this magnificentmagnificent-
wa

magnificen-
twaterwaywaterwaywa terway is truly a uniqueunique-
experience

unique-
experienceexperience . .TheThe., The author, LynLyn-

Hancock
Lyn-

HancockHancock,, "mademade'made"' such a journeyj umey inin-

'a

in-

'a'aa'a
'-

small
s-

mall
'-

small
s-

mall
'-

small
s-

mall' boat and recorded herher-

adventures
her-

adventuresadventures and observations . SheShe-

generously
She-

generously
,

generously documents her triptrip-

with
trip-

withwithwith-withwithmany,-,, many pho.tographsphotographsphotograp
., -..

averaging more than two each ,

page . She also points out some of ;

the hazards involved.. ,

". There are those who don'tdont' reallyreally-

understand

1\

understand that such a journeyjourney-
takes

lttt-
takestakes them into real wilderness ; l'l-

it'sit'sits' notpotot a trip throughthr ugh a city park ! ,

Finally , the author makes her ownown-
speculations

own-
speculations

>

speculations on the future of thisthis-

region
this-

regionregion and the possible impact ofof-

a
of-

a

-

,

a natural gasr1s; pipeline and futurefuture-
development

future-
development

'

development .

For those of us in Alaska , thethe-

book
the-

bookbook is interestingnteresting from twotwo-

points
two-

pointspoints of view . First , it providesprovides-
anan interesting glimpse at our arcticarctic-
neighbors

arctic-
neighborsneighbors in'in,' Canada . It '

: mightmight-

even
might-

eveneven prompt some ofof us tfctOt makemake-

the
make-

thethe journey ourselvesourselves . SheShe-
explains

She-
explainsexplains the various '

meansme ns ofof-

getting
of-

gettinggetting
, therethe're'

,; places to stopst p'" andand-
v.hat

and-
whatwhatv.hatvhat. is availablevaiIable along the way .

Secondly', it may make usus-

consider
us-

considerconsider some of the tourismtourism-
potential

tourism-
potentialpotential within our ownistateownstateown \statestate\state .

Generally , we think of touriststourists as ',

desiring "plushplush"pluplu" " accomodation ,

planned
.-
entertainment

e-

ntertainment., entertainment.. andand-

artificial
and-

artificialartificial entertainmententertainnient ; maymaybermayber-
we're

mayber-
we're

her
we'rewere' missing thetheboat-boatboat'boat-,' ! It could'Could'Coul-
dstimulate

:' ouldould-

stimulatestimulate toursimtoursimtouriim along the lengthllength-

of
ngthngth-

ofof our mighty rivers suchsuc assa'sas' thethe-

Yukon
the-

'YukonYukon'Yukon,'Yukonand-andand-' KuskokwimKuskokwim withoutwithout-
'disturbing'disturbingdisturbing'= 'thethe' environment !;, andaJ1dand-
withoutTvhhoutwithout; thout ,:,

great capital investmentinvestment ..
For .thosethose.those who,who enjoytnjoy? traveloguestraveltravelogtleses ,
this
,

hiss isis really fun reading.,. t.','ii'i-
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