
Wounded Knee Besieged.Besieged:*. , Tense
( As told by RichaidRlchdldRichard LaLa-

Course
La-

CourseCourse , American Indianrndlan Press ,.

in a phone conversation to thethe-

Tundra
the-

TundraTundra Times , Tuesday , March
6 , from the site of WoundedWounded-
Knee

Wounded-
KneeKnee Massacres of 1890)18901890)-

WOUNDLD
1890)-

WOUNDL
1890)-

WOUNDED
)

WOUNDLDWOUNDLWOUNDEDD KNLbKNUKNEE: I'dIdI'd-

like
I'I'd-

like

'

likeh"ehe" to10 give you the moodmoodofof0101-

Wounded
of-

WoundedWounded Knee The mood hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen oscillatingo ill.ltll1gillltll1g. outoul here ad greatgreat-

deal
great-

dealdeal RightRighi now it is a moodmood-
of

mood-
ofofof.Iofaa.II. very much hardenedhardene situsitu-situ-

ation

¬'-
ation.ltlonltlon. The people arcdieare holdingholdlllgholdlllg-

the
holding-

thethe Wounded Knee site The

numberlumber[ , intit mym } judgmentJullgment , isIis-

aboutabout.lboutlbout. 160 people in the villagevtlllgevtlllge-

.lnd
village-

and
,

and.lndlnd. thereIhere wouldwuldwuld.lppeMwouldappear. ) appear.lppeMlppeM. to behebe-

.lboUI

he-

aboutabout.lboUIlboUI. 40 to SO)00) securityetUlltv guardsgUlfdguards-

There

,
There is" .IIa. horl.lgehorllgeshortage. of fooufood .,

with an.InIn. airhli.llriLltllriLltairlift. slatedI.ltedIlted. lorfor laterI.lterIlterI.lter-

lou.IY

later-

today
.

todaylou.IYlouIY. They have hadh.ldhld. problemsprohlem

with\\llhllh\ luelfuelfuelandand.lIldlIld. itII is" quite coldLoluLolu-

here
cold-

herehere IfoodIoodoodoodisis1\1\1beingbeing droppedroppeddropped-
throngh

roppedI-

IHoUghlluoughIIHoUghthrongh theIlle courles\courlestOIHte\tOIHtecounesscourlesoltOIHte01, \ ol01of thefilethe-

SI.lte
file-

StateStateSI.lteSIlte. ( ouncilounlllouncilofol01of ChurchesChulLhe\ChulLheChurches-
Today

ChulLhe-

Tt.d.l
Churches-

Today
\

TodayTt.d.lTtd.lTtdl. . } isI the eighth davd.1\d.1dasd.1.1.\ .11itit-

file

>. l.-

1thethefile sei/ureseiureel/ureelsewure// olof the properlvproperl\properlproperlyproperlIt\ ItIt-

I

It-

isisI an.InIn. extremelyextremel } complexLI > mplex situsrtu-srtullu ¬.-

ation.ItlollItlollloon. IIuu"( I pillput II11II-

it

IIIin .IIa. lIuhhelinutshell .

it isI oneolle set,et ol01of IIIUI)11IIIUI11Indian,) 1"lIl1lIlissuesissues-

against
" "

lg.IIII\1lg.IIII1lg.IIIIlgIIII1against, . \ .lJIothnlJIothnanother. wiset "IIul" IIIUI"IIIIIUIIIIndianIIIUI"II-

I"UC

Indian-

Issues
"

I"UCIUCIssues"IssuesIn
In a,) while\ 11<> lelee\eesequence\ ljlIL'lILljlILlIL' l' "IIut" InIn-

th.1I1

In-

dianth.1I1th1I1dian. rmlll.lIlL\rmlll.lIlLmtlitancvrmlll.lIlLlIlle. \ suite, lIllelIllel\ll1969\ ) 'ii' , It Iisis-

Continued
'
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Wounded Knee'BesiegedKneeBesiegedKnee .:' Besieged
,

, Tense . .: .
IContlnuedContinued( from papacee 1)1))

the firsttrstt rst timelIme that a group ot01of01-

IndlJns
of-

IndiansIndiansIndlJns have seizedseizedaa facilityfacllilyfacllily-

which
facility-

whichwhich was already in theIhe handshands-

of
hands-

ofof Indians . So it is differentdifferedifferent-
from

;> tt-

fromfrom the Trail of The BrokenBroken-
Treaties

Broken-
TreatiesTreaties , it is different fromfrom-

Alcatraz
from-

AlcatrazAlcatraz , and others .

The AmericanAmeflcan Indian MoveMove-Move-

ment
Move-

ment
¬-

ment ( AIM ) leaders say theythey-

seized
they-

seizedseized Wounded Knee becausebecause-

the
because-

thethe government failedfaded to nene-nene-

gotiate
ne-

gotiate
¬-

gotiate seriouslyseflously with them on '

seriousseflous matters when they tooktook-

over
took-

overover the B1ABIA in WashingtonWashmgton lastlast-

November
last-

NovemberNovember
NovemberSinceNovemberSmce

SinceSmce the return home of thethe-

vaflous
the-

variousvariousvaflous "caravanscaravans"carJvanscarJvans" " to differentdifferent-
parts

different-
partsparts of the country , one groupgroup-
arrived

group-
arrivedarrivedarrivedininm this area led by RussellRussell-

Means
Russell-

MeansMeans who is an Oglala SiouxSIOUX-

and
Sioux-

andand this ( PinePme Ridge ReservatReservat-ReservatI-

On

¬-

ion ) is an OglalaOglJla Sioux reserreser-reser-

vatIOn
reser-

vation

¬-

vation .

SinceSmce November , they havehave-

been
have-

beenbeen inm variousvaflous partspJrts of NeNe-Ne-

braska
Ne-

braska
¬-

braska and then inm January andaridand-

February
arid-

FebruaryFebruary they swung up through
6 or 7 communities inIfi the BlackBlack-

Hills
Black-

HillsHills , South Dakota . There werewere-

dlsturbam
were-

disturbancesdisturbancesdlsturbames min variousvaflous towns .

The town of Custer had sufferedsuffered-
some

suffered-
somesome damdamtijet,gee to the firsttrstt rst floor ofof-

a

of-

aa court house , and there was thethe-
burning

the-
burningburning of a chamber of comcom-com-

merce
com-

merce
¬-

merce buildingbUlldmg , and the burningburnmgburnmg-
of '.ofofaa gas station .

Eight days ago they movedmoved-
mto

moved-
intointomto Wounded Knee . ApproxiApproxI-ApproxI-
mately

Approxi-
mately

¬-

mately 240 federal marshalls areare-
here

are-
herehere rightfight now , as well as anan-

undetermmed
an-

undeterminedundeterminedundetermmed amount of FBIFBI-

agents
FBI-

agentsagents , and inm additionaddl tion , therethere-

are
there-

areare tribaltflbal policepollee from surroundsurround-surround-
ing

¬.-

ingmg reservations , so the policepolleepollee-

presence
police-

presencepresence is quite largelarge-

Both
large-

Both
large-

BothBoth sides are heavily armedarmed-

and
armed-

andand once the occupation began ,

federal marshalls threw an enen-enen-

circlement
en-

circlement
¬-

circlement around the very smallsmJIIsmJII-

village
small-

villagevillage . The village of WoundedWounded-
Knee

Wounded-
KneeKnee lies inm a draw , m111in a smallsmall-

valley
small-

valleyvalley , and the perimeterpeflmeter exex-exex-

tends
ex-

tends

¬-

tends into the uplands on pracprac-prac-
IIcally

prac-
tically

¬-

ticallyIIcally all sides of the village .

There arearc no mountainsmountams here . ItIt-

IS

It-

isis a kind ofofrollingrolling plainplJm andand-

the
and-

thethe valley dips down maybe 100100-

feet
100-

feetfeet or so , b\itbitbut\ they'retheyre' very softsoft-

hills
soft-

hillshills , not sharp , and there'stheres' aa-

small
a-

smallsmall Catholic church justlust to thethe-

north
the-

northnorth . Just behindbehmd the churchchurchI-

Sis the mass grave of the peoplepeople-
who

people-
whowho were dilled here inm 1890 .

Therepeoplekilledwere aboutabou t 300 people
killed here at that timelIme it was onon-

a
on-

aa Sunday andandItit was winterwmter..

The mass grave is approxiapproxI-approxI-
mately

approxi-
mately

¬-

mately 50 feet long andandaboutaboutabout-
ten

about-
tenten-tentenfeet.- feet wide ., I was up in thethe-

graveyard
the-

graveyardgraveyard today and the people ,

AIM-ledAIMled- , but representingrepresentmg aboutabout-

four
about-

fourfour differentd.ITerentdITerent. definabledetnabledet nable groups ,

have completely cleaned out thethe-

graveyard
the-

graveyardgraveyard , allJII the pop bottles ,

stuff , andarid trash that you mightmigh-
tt

might-
nd

might-
findfindt nd there and they'vetheyve' dresseddressed-
the

dressed-
thethe gravesgrJves . There((There are veteransveterJnsveterJns-
of

veterans-
ofof the different wars andandothersothersothers-
who

others-
whowho have livedhved andarid dieddiedInin thethe-

commul1lty
the-

communitycommunitycommul1lty buriedbUfied there also )

The purpose of the seizureseizure-
of

seizure-
ofof Wounded Knee was to highl11gh-l11ghhigh-l11g-
hlIght

high-

light
¬-

light the mistreatment adn inmin-inin-

justices

¬.-

justices suffered by IndianIndian-

people
Indian-

peoplepeople and was intendedmtended as an

effort to further prod thethe-

government
the-

governmentgovernment intoII1to genuinegelllllne resres-res-

ponse
res-

ponse
¬-

ponse .

The leader of the AmericanAmeflcanAmeflcan-
Indian

American-
IndianIndian Movement takeovertJkeover olotofot-

Wounded
of-

WoundedWounded Knee is a Sioux andJndJnd-

the
and-

thethe political opponent of thethe-

president
'

presidentpre ldent olof the OgljlaOglJIJOglala SiouxSIOU-
Xtflbe

Sioux-

tribetribetflbe , RichardRlclurd T Wilson , age 3939-

Wilson
39-

WilsonWilson and MeansMeJos havehJve been atat-

odds
at-

oddsodds over various issuesI sues TheThe-

OglalJ
The-

OglalaOglalaOglalJ tribetflbe administersadmllllSters the( he areaHe,1He1He,-
1MWounded

area-

of
,

ofMWoundedWounded KneeKileeKnee-

The
Kilee-

The
Knee-

TheThe occupationOCcupJtlOn is anIn inmin-inin-

trusion

¬.-

trusiontrU\lOntrUlOn\ upon tribalflbalttribalsovereignfssovereipnfvoverel.llt\overel.lltsovereignfssovereignfs-
With

overel.llt-
With

!. \
With the arrivalarrivalofot01of AIM here 88-

dIYs

8-

daysdaysdIYs, ago , allJII constitutionalCOIl\lltutlOnJICOIllltutlOnJI\ powpow-¬.-

ers ol01of thet he tribe were suspendedu'1wndedu1wnded' ,

includingIIlcludmg thatthJt ofot thetine presidentprl ' ldent ,

andmdandin: min its placeplJce cameCJme the federalfederJIfederJI-

mJr
federal-

marshallsmarshallsmJr hall andJnd thethlfile' JusticeJu\tlceJutlce\ DeDe-DeDe-

pJrtment
De-

partment
¬-

partmentpJrtment , callingCJIIIIlg thefiletheholshots\hol\hol\holon\ onon-

everythmg
on-

everythingeverythingeverythmg . The powerspowef\powefpowef01\ ol01of theIheIheI-

OCJI
the-

locallocalIOCJI B1AlABIA officialsonulal': " , includingIIlCllldlllincluding-
Superintendant

!.
SuperintendaiilSupeflntendanlSuperintendant StanleyStank'yStanky' L yinatiYIll.1IlYIll1IlymanYIll.1I-
lhJve

yman-
have

.

havehJve beenheen in111 abeyanceabey.lnClabeylnClabeyance-
Two

abeyance-
Two

. '

Two daysd.IYsdIYs. igo.Igoago,. , the JusticeJmthlJustice-
Department

: '
DepartmentDepJrlllll'ntDepJrlllllnt' in itsIt lustIIf\tIIftfirst\ me.inmg-me.inmgmelIlIngmeaning-meaningme.inmg-
tul

meaning-
ful

., -.

tullulfullulotterfulotterolterotter to10 the peoplepcopk who .ireire.lfllflareare-

holding
. '

holding Wounded Knee nude1ll.lde1llldemade. aJJ-

lour
a-

fourtourlourfour pointpOUlt proposalrflpo) ." andJnd thatthJttheir wasWJwas-
thus

'
thistlll\tlllthustllllhlt\ 1lhltThathit, theyIhey would be perPl'rPlrper-per-
mitted

' ¬.-

mittedmltted to leavele.lvelelve. betweenbehh'enbehhen' SX8 a,11111111,111-

1Contlnuod

, i minin-

Continued( ContlnuodContinued on page 10)10)
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Wounded
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( ContmueaContonueaContinued from page 6)66)-

alter

6)-

alter

)

alterJIIlrJIIlrUUUP: sunup\UUUPUUUP\UUUP.UIand.UIUI. ob<> ppininm IUlustlust-
before

| ust11-

belorebeforebelore sundownsun llwn in11\11\obseivanceUb\CIVJlhCUbCIVJlhC11UbCIVJlhCobservance\ : ofIIIIII-

the
of-

thetlicthe followingfollowntgtollow mg conditionsCOUJIIllIllconditions-
The

conditions-
The

'
TheTI1I: namesIlJnw of womenWOll1l'JWOll1lJ' ) andtmdautmd-

chddiencluldiendnlllnchddiendnl lln: would\ oulJ notIlul bebl' taken1.I"l'll1.Illl1Illltaken-
No

1.I"l'l-
llu

taken-
No

. " '
No\lulu\ aimsaimJim , could.:oulJ beIll' homebOlucbOluc-

Jpprll.ldnng
home-

approachingapproachingJpprll.ldnngJpprllldnng. theIhl: exitsl'XIlXIexit' ", buthUI ilialIhJIThatIhJI-

Jrlll
Tha-

tartmJrlllarmsartm' would" lul( behche lagged1ggcJtagged,! and.II1II1.and-
labeledlabeledIJbdcJ torfor lalei1.111:11.111111111later. : recoverIlOVII\IlOVIIIlOVIIbrecovery' ': :\) bvb\bbyb-

mcmbcr
by-

members
\

membersmcmbcr of"II" theIhl: occup\ingoccuping"l'l'ui\"l'l'uillui"l'l'uiIIIgoecups"' ' ' \ IIIgmgmg-

grouppi!groupgroup-

All

1011on pp-

11Ml\1111All,\ non-iesidenlsnoniesidenlsUQU'll"JCIlIUQUllJCIlIn'tn-residentsn'tnntnresidents' -' '" , ., all.111111. .1-

11OglIJ
IIIII-

IOgl.tlaOglalaOgl/IJOglIJOgl.tlaOgltla. / SiouxSlowSI< HI\HIHIIIIt\ wlioII/ItIIItwho/ . didJdidmot, not1101mot h\eheIl\cIlc11e11e-

in
\\%

in111 theIhl' aiealIl,1lIl1area, ' , at.1111. Ihlthe( he: limeIlllltime! ' olulof lake1.1"11.11111taketake-
over

. " :
Uh'lUhloverUh'lllIlild' \llIlildllIlildwould\ h.IIChIIChale. IIIto dl'pllldlpllldepntdepnt-

No
' ,,

No\; " 11Ill1U,1111Ill1U11LnnunilLnnunilL1Il1ge1' , L1Il1ge1, hIII1L, " III01II-

III'lI
01-

.mastsanests.mastsmasts,.II'lIIIlI' ' , , would1'lIld1lIldssould' ' behlhe' madem.I,1t-m.I1tm.I,1tmI1tm.I,1t111.11. ,- at.; , ih.iihi111.1111111thatthat-

torte

..

timeIIUlLtorte' butbUI wouldlIuIJllI1lwould.time\ lIuIJ come\\llI1lllI1l.timetime\. ' at.1111. a, I laU1.1111111Liter1.11-
1dllt

Liter-

date

. ,'
daledlltdatedlltllh, : with\\llhllh\\ therhl' conveninglI/JIl'lHlIl1lIJIl'lHlIl1JIllHlIl1Lonvenine'/ ' oltitI ) ! .11aa-

tedetal
. .-

1f"dl'l.tI
'

f"dl'l.tIfdll.tIfdlltItedetal" ' . gr.luJgrluJgrand. 1111\1111111-
1Illc

) nrsnrs-
I

\
IIllchelie lesponse" "P"I\"P"IPI"P"II"

" \'" toI " theIl1l' ollei'tieltielotfet< ' b\bh\hbyb-

the
h-

Il1l

by-

the
\

theIl1l' JustRCJlhllLlJuttee, ' DepaitmenlDl'llIll1Wl11DlllIll1Wl11Dl'llIll1Wl111,1DepatI' ' , tietu was\1,11,111\ , ' one"IIIIone-

of
" "

olulof rejectionrlL'lWIrlLlWI' ) ' ' ( ! I heIll' papeiPI'IPIIpallet,( ) , ' picI"lIlprepre-

seated
" '

senled'l'lI1t'JllI1tJseated'' ' loIpto theIl1l' ullagevillageIIIl.ll1lIIIlll1lIIIl.ll1l1.1. ' was\1.1\1.1wis\1.1hlll'd., \ binnedhll/l'dhlll'dldhlll'dI-
PPI'1IIlllll'h

binned-
ipptovinately

/ , ,'

approximateKIPPI'1\IIlllll'hIPPI'1IPPI1IIlllll'hIIlllllhipptovinately, ' '\ , ' 4040 hoursIlIlUhhour, .II.agoIgo,! "

1>'\ esteulaslkldl\lkldlestetdrslkldl1I1:11,11.llllI'h' , , \ negolialioiis1I1:11,11.llllI'h1I11111.llllIh1I11111llllIhneeoltalloit: '
, . ' , look110tooktookatook-

senoras
" , ' . a, iI-

11111seiioussenoras' ' /1111111111/ ' turntlIlIlrunt intitIIllllIlthl'lIIllllIlthllaiiotheinwihri, ' duettionJII'dlllllJIIdlllllduceuonduettion-
I

JII'dlllll-
I

duceuon-
Hie

,'
IHieheIll' groupgrottlt! I\HIIHI\ ( ' holdingbolding1101d'lI1101dlI1101d'lIuulldl'd' ! Hounded\\uulldl'duulldl'duulldldI'l1nndedIl1nndedI'l1nnded-

Knee
\\' uulldl'd-

KIIL'c

, '
KneeKIIL'cKIILc' asked.1\.1.111.1.11.1.111. , \. : . lolit, , negotiate1IL'l1ulllIL1ILl1ulllIL' , ' withwlll1wlll1-

Ihl
with-

the 'theIhl' Intenorllitell'rllitellrIntel or, ' DepaitmentDl'PIII'l11l'II1DlPIIIl11lII1Deprtltt' , eat' i.iihciiiihci1III1l'I1III1lIIrihel1III1l'I-

Ih.1I
Irihel-

thin
., '

thanIh.1I\Ih.1IthinIh.1IIhl.\ theIhl' JusticeJusueeJIIII, ,' Dep.nlmenlDepnlmenlOl'PIIII11L'1I1OlPIIII11L1I1DepartmentOl'PIIII11L'1I-
1I

Department-
II

' ., '

llII[ I theyIhl\IhlthenIhlL'lIl1ld: \ couldL'lIl1ldLlIl1ld' Kiketake1,1\1,1111,1L, \. " caieLifeL ,II L' ol111of theIhlIhl-

l'rrpu
the-

serious
'

serious\l'rrpul'rrpulrrpu\' issuesissue' "UlUl" ' , wln11111,111111111uhish<,, li tliexIhnihrv veIti. '

raisedIJI'JIJIJ,' bollib"lhblhboth" loi.all\loi.allIlIl.IIhIlIlIIhlocallyloi.allandIlIl.IIhllId.. \ andllId, llIdIIIIIP'Inatioii-natioiiIIIIIP'I-IIIIIP'IIIIIIPInation-nation-natioii-
jll

IIIIIP'I.I-

II
nation-

ills
, ' -

jll\jll.III\.IIIjllthe.IIIIhl.ills,\ , the\theIhl\IhltheythewouldIhl1: \ would\11uuldLIIII"Jl'rwouldiatnsider\ uuld considerLIIII"Jl'rLIIIIJlriatnsider." ' abanlblIIaban-aban-

donment
, , ¬'-

donmentdOIlI11L'l1tdOIlI11Ll1t' ol01of theIhl' site"ILILsite-
On

site-
Oil

." '

On011Oil ordeisordersl'rJllrJl' ' " liom11"11111111from" theIhLtile ' IntenoiflitellolIlIll'IIIlIllIIflitellol-
Department

' ' "
DepartmentIkrJrlllll'lI1IkrJrllllllI1' .. Ihethe( he reiiiestrl/ul,1rlul,1ul1reluest',/( | ' , was11.111111 isis-

teleeted
. ,

ieeIl'Il'lledIlIllledteleetedIl'Il'lled.II1Jteleetedand' | ' <jed and.II1JII1J. loda\lodal"d.l\ld.ll"d.lldllodatliel"d.lthltoday" .\\ . tliethltile' JusticeJUIILJLIIILCJLIIILC-

Continued

,', "

( Continued on page II1)1) )



Wounded Knee BesiegedBesiege'd' . . .
( Continued from page 10)10)

DepartmentDcpJrtll1cnt isI vervcIvery)> muchll1urhmuchinmInIn-

eVldcllce
in-

evidenceevidenceeVldcllce andJild veryvery. muchmuchIninIn-

ch.ugc
in-

chargechargech.ugcchugc
chargeAt

.

At elevenekven o'clo-

ck

oclo-

ck

o- 'clocko- clocko'clo-

ck

oclo-

ck' todaytodJY , theIheIhe-

pcople

the-

peoplepeoplepcople holding the villagevllIJge hadhJdhJd.Ihadahad-

town

a.II..I-
10Wiltown10Wil lullh,11Ih11Ihall, meetingmedlllgineeting ., They saidsaid-

Ihey

JldJld-

IlIetheyIheyIlIeIheywanI} wantWJnlwanI to forcetorce thetile governgovern-govern-

mCllt

govern-

ment

¬-

mentmCllt to layIJY downduwn itsIt armsHImarms-

lather

,HIm-

1llhcllathei1llhcllather, thanIhJIl the IndiansIIlUI.II1IIlUIII1. la\mglamg1.1lllg11lllglaytug1.1lllg-

do

lay. \} tugtug-

dossdowndondoss]do\\do\ n tlieirthcntheir aims,11111\,1111111111,11111And, tern \, And theytllevtllev-

.ll.cd

'

asked.l\l.cdll.cd.lll.cdlcd.\. IliaIh,11Ih11that, ! thoseIlheIlh \ee>\ oldlIJ, people atat-

Wounded

,ItIt-

WpulldedWoundedWpullded KneeKilee who\ ho mav111,1\111,11111nln111,1Illlm,\ numIlllm-IlllmnurnIlllm-

her
nurn-

her

¬-

berher betweenbel1Ibel\\bel\ ' 1I 303U and.lI1dlI1d. 404U ., andmdandan, an.111111an-

equivalent
. .1-

11equlydL'1lIequivalentequlydL'1lIequlydL1lI, ' numberlIul11bL'1lIul11bL1' otpiof theIheIheelveiv\el\elsetssets-

soung
\ ell-

Hlng
\

vounu\lHlnglHlngsoung\ he permittedPl'rIlIlIIL'dPlrIlIlIILdpernilttedPl'rIlIlIIL'dpulpernilttedout' ' outpul ol01of theIhlthe-

ei

the-

Ilea
'

.IILIIIIIILIIII.,Ilea' , III l.I\Ll.ILl.IlILcase. \' gunfirelIlIllll' UlClIl\UlClIlincursUlClIl-
hL'n

incurs-
l

\
\\hL'nhL'nhLn\ll\\ hen' I, left(L'IILII' , Ihlllg\IhlllgIhlngsIhlllglppLlled\ lppLlledappealedappealed-

sets
,lppLlle-

dIl'l

' ,

\ei\eiIl'l\Il'lIllsetseiveivIl'lYl'l\ ' \\ ., veivYl'l\Yl'lYllveryYl'llellL'\ tenselell\LlellL\' OutOUI at, II theIhLthe-

heikpouits
'
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