of the Metlakatla Indian Com.
munity the manuscript and the

lished from it thus far repre.
sent a link to a past that is
fast slipping from their grasp -
the rich heritage of legends
and stories of the Tsimshian
people,
The manuscript was com-
by William Beynon, a
half-Tsimshian Indian who was
interested in the heritage of his

was bom in Victor-
ia, British Columbia in 1888

two Books that have been pub-  and grew up speaking Tsim-

shian and English. Because of
his bilingual abilities he regu-
larly interpreted the Tsim-
shian language for anthropol-
ogists and sociologists until
his death in 1958,

Hig - efforts at gathering
T jan legends and stories
5p the years from 1932
and 1939 and resulted in the
collection of about 250 narra-
tives of Tsimshian legends from
tribal Elders,

_Beynon had regularly corves-

ponded with famed anthropol-
ogist Franz Boas of Columbia
University in the east and sent
the manuscripts to him around
1940,

Dr. Boas had made extensive
studies of Indian tribes around
British Columbia and had de-
vised the alphabet that was
used until recently by the
Tsimshian people.

Boas died in 1942 and the

Tsimshian manuscripts were
placed in Columbia Univer-

iﬁbfi“gs heritage to Tsimshian

sity's Rare Book and Manu-
script Library where they re-
sided until being found in
1979,

The Tsimshian people were
aware of the manuscript for
some time out didn't know
where it had gone, said Russell
Hayward, coordinator of the
language and history for the
Metlakatla Indian Community .

Hayward said MIC tribal
members who traveled Outside

(Continued on Page Twenty)



The tribe then urged Colum-
bia to copyright the manu-
scripts to prevent their being all wan v
exploited commercially and He are sold  of texts of the Native Ameri- Commission executive director  Lifetime "
in 1980 Columbia had the at all community events aid  can languages.” William Hanable. Tlingit-Haida Central Confer-
manuscripts microfilmed and  can be obtained by writing to The problem is money is  The deadline was missed be-  ence to retum records relating
distributed to the Smithsonian  him at Box 155 Metlakatla, needed to publish the books, cause, of illness on the part of 1o
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