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Conservation Woven Deep in Native Hunting Philosophy

Printed in Tundra Times
Feb. 4, 1963

By HOWARD ROCK
Times Editor

“Do not kill animals you do
not need.” Tony Joule, at the
Inupiat-Paitot meeting at Kog-
zebue last October, quoted this
ancient advice that has been
handed down. from generation
to generation in the Arctic.

This advice has been honored
to a great degree down through
time to the present day. To defy
(1S toomvite IL‘\pC\_'(
from the populace of 4 commu-
nity.

Intractions have been and are
usually made by those ot arro-
gant nature. Fortunately those
are few and far between. The
advice has always had the gener-
al respect of the people and
theretore observed quite faith-
tully.

The Eskimos and Induans in
their pursuit of game were not
and are not heartless Killers of
animals, as they are sometimes
pictured. They were and are very
much aware of the finality of
death and have made attempts
to atone for the kills they have
made in order to survive.

Beautiful Weapons

The famous archaeologist Dr
Helge Larson, director of the
Arctic Institute of  Denmark.
had this to say:

“The Eskimo hunters were
not heartless killers of animals
You will notice that on their
weapons, Jike the harpoon, they
carved  beautiful and intricate
designs. There was a reason for
this and it had been handed
down from generation to genera-
tion. The ancient Eskimo hunt-
ers mn nu]-:mg their weapons
beautiful and attractive had con-
victions that the animals they
took did not like 1o be killed
with ugly weapons.”

There have been Kills of ani-
mals that would seem to take
slaughter proportions. This hes
been done because hunters knew
the take could be stored for fu-
ture use.

loss ot

Sigloaks

The people along the Arctic
Coust. apparently for centuries.
had sigloaks. underground food
ciches, o store medt 4 year or
more gt a time

The sigloak was usually ex-
cavated on high ground  with
the idea of having the deepest
chamber above the water seep-
age level. At Point Hope, at the
westernmost point of the Alaska
mainland. sigloaks were exca-
vated among the old village ruins
that were above seepage level

This community of ancient
whaling culture. built its sigloaks
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with roof supports of whale jaw-
bones, shoulder blades, ribs, ver-
tebrae, and slabs of rocks. Wood
was not used because it rotted
in a comparatively short time.

The Point Hope sigloak usu-
ally had two or three chambers
or shelves at difterent levels. The
deepest chamber was used to
keep - a frozen meat supply.
Whale meat and muktuk were
stored in it, the choice diet of
the Point Hope Eskimos. This
deep chamber kept meat frozen
during the summer months

The upper chambers were
used for storing walrus, oogruk .
seal, and other meats. These
levels during summer were usu-
ally at about freezing point or
at shghtly warmer temperatures.
This was desired because at these
temperatures  the meat  went
through @ process ot curing or
tenderizing. The Eskimos had
a liking for meat that was cured
to the point of pungent aroma.

Wasted Nothing

As was pointed out at the
outset, the natives took animals
proportionate to  their needs.
Through experience they had
learned to waste nothing of what
they had. The animals they took
were utilized where almost every
part of it was used for food or
clothing

This manner of utilizing of
animals was probably due. in
part, to times of tood shortages
when hunting conditions were
unfavorable.

AKin to Animals

The natives in the Arctic re-
gions, as well as those in the In-
terior, in having 1o survive
through hunting economy. had
become akin 1o the animals
they hunted

The animals were indeed vital
to their existence and a great
many of them had to be taken.
In taking them hunters did not
always feel justitied to Kill them
They made overtures of apolo-
getic nature to the animals they
nad to kill.

“This feeling must have been
quite general. No doubt the ad-
vice, Do not kill animals you
do not need.” sprung from this
attitude

There were other overtures
of atonement the ancient peo-
ple of the north made toward
their animals. Mentioned earlier
was the beautifying of the wea-
pons. Others were made in leg-
ends, songs, and dances

One great hunter on the Arc-
tic Coust. not long ago. came
across a wolverine. This animal’s
fur was much desired for hood
rutfs on the artegee. or the
parka.

CARIBOU ON THE HOOF — This caribou, pictured loping along
with an unseen migrating herd, has represented subsistence for the
Alaska Natives down through the centuries. Not only the meat,
but all parts of the animal are used in some way by the Native who
realizes the caribou's value to daily life.

The animal. passed within
easy shooting distance. Upon
closer scrutiny, he found the fur
was not of desired quality and
he let it go on unharmed. He
said, “Why should I shoot it?
Its fur was not good tor any-
thing.”

Grieving Reindeer

Back in the 1920s most vil-
fages in the north had reindeer
herds which they used tor food
and clothing.

In the month of August when
the hair of the animal was prime
for parkas, the herds were round-
ad up and butchering for food
and clothing ensued. One of the
most desired parka material was
the skin of half-grown tawn

Male fawns were butchered
for this purpose. After butcher-
ing. the herd was driven oft into
the hills.

It was usually the job of the
women to skin and dress the
fawns. Therefore, they remained
for some time on the butchering
grounds.

And Women Wept

About an hour and a half
atter the herd had been driven
off, there appeared one by one.
back from the hills the mothers
of the butchered fawns bellow-
ing for their young. This proved
too much for some ot the wom-
en and they broke down and
wept.

On another occasion, 4 pai
ot walrus, apparently mates,
were in the water a short dis-
tance from the beach in sum-
mertime. Hunters at once got
their rifles and shot the male.

[ts mate [ingered for a fengthy
period out of rifle range and
trumpeted its grief

One woman who had  wit-
nessed the incident said with
feeling. It was so sad. She was
crying tor her male, but what
can we do?”

King Loon

One young Eskimo hunter

was hunting ducks. A King loon

flying majestically approached

him  within - perfect  shooting
distance. He raised his shotgun
and fired. A flurry ot feathers
flew off the giant bird indicat-
ing that he had made a direct
body hit

The King loon quivered vis-
ibly then spread its wings straight
out and glided beautitully, land-
ing with a smooth spray ot wake
on the quiet waters of the lake

The young hunter started to
stalk it at once in order to put
it out of its misery. As he did
so, the head of the great bird
began 1o droop until its bill

LEGAL NOTICE

Fairbanks District Office
P.O. Box 1150
Fairbanks, Alaska 99707
NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION
Under the provisions of the Act
of June 21, 1934 (43 Stat. 1185;
43 U.S.C. 871a), the State of Alaska
filed an apphication for issuance of
patent as evidence of ttle to the
following schoo! sections granted to

the State by the Act of July 7,
1958 (72 Stat. 339):
Fairbanks  Meridian, Alaska
Aill, sec. 33: T.105., R. 8 W

containing 624:91 acres. Piat

of survey accepted January

18,1919.

One purpose of this notice is to
allow all persons claiming the land
adversety to file in thys office their
objections to issuance of patent to
the State. Such persons must serve
on the Director, Division of Lands,
Department of Natural Resources,
State of Alaska, 323 East 4th Ave-
nue, Anchorage, - Alaska 99501, a
copy of.their objections and furnish
evidence of such service to the Bu-
reau of Land Management, Fairbanks
District Office, P.O. Box 1150, Fair-
banks, Alaska

Notice is also given that the above-
described lands have, since the date
the plat of survey was accepted as
indicated above, been segregated from
settiement, entry or other appropria-
tion under the public land laws and
reserved for the support of an agri-
cultural college and school of mines.
Settlements or focations initiated on
or after survey are null and void.

Richard H. LeDosquet

Manager, Fairbanks District Office

Pub.: March 6, 13, 20, 27 & April 3,
1974

was haltway into the water.

When he thought he was
close enough to shoot, the loon
raised its head high, arched it
and dived into the “ater. It
came up far out of shooting
range.  As the young hunter
watched the head of the King
loon drooped once again

Many vears later the hunter
said, I have never torgotten
that loon. In the first place its
meat 15 not good to eat. Fven
dogs will hardly touch it

“The thing I can’t forget was
the way that big loon took the
shoto Tewould have toppled any
other bird. Even under such cir-
cumstances, that King foon had
dignity.

“That incident has haunted
me and since that time 1 have
never taken any animal 1 didn’t
need.”

FOR SALE

Automatic Pour-Over Coffee Brewers
On Hand. 100 cups per hour. Mayfair
Sales, 1595 College Road. Fawbanks,
Alaska 456-4651

HELP WANTED

A rapidly expanding telephone coop-
erative located in Southcentral Alas
ka hasthe following two management
openings:

BRANCH SUPERVISOR

This position entails the supervision
and direction of a branch office serv-
ng over 2,500 stations. Presently,
there s a two person clerical statf
and a six person plant staff. The po
SILION requires Previous SUPervisory
experience with some public rela-
tions and/or consumer relations ex
perience.

SENIOR ACCOUNTANT

This position entails the supervision
of a three person accounting depart-
ment and the performance of generat
accounting duties, 1.e. completion of
statistical reports, budgeting and bud-
get control, bookkeeping in confor-
mance with FCC regulations, revenue
requirement evaluation. The position
requires at least three years of ac
counting experience related to tele-
communications. An accounting de
gree and R.E.A. accounting exper:
ence preferred but not required

Send Resume and salary require
ments to:

Skip  Coleman, Administrative
Assistant

MATANUSKA TELEPHONE
SOCIATION
Box 859
Paimer, Alaska 99645
An EqQual Opportunity Empioyer
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HELP WANTED

Alaska State-Operated Schools has
openings for teachers in Special Ed-
ucation. Oesired Quatifications are
Masters degree in Special Education
with Alaska Teachers certificate and
two years teacher’'s experience.
Bachelors degree may be considered
Apply: Maxine Slyke, Personnel Of-
ficer, 650 West International Airport
Road, Anchorage, Alaska 99502
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Finance

director
of finance

A Southeast Alaskan
corporatian 15 looking
for an individual to as
sume corporate finan
cial responsibilities
Unique opportunity for
individual with exten
sive experience In ac
counting, budgeting,
and treasury functions.
Positions  allows for
maximum professional
growth and broad ex
posure to all corporate
activities

Attractive and compe-
titwe  compensation
Reasonable relocation
expenses paid.

Send resume and saldry
requirements in confi-
dence to Box 1287, c/o
this newspaper.
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Eased Conscience

There were probably many
such incidents that involved man
and his animals in - the Arctic
country.  Native hunters  and
their families were far from be-
ing heartless when it came 1o
Killing animals. A great huntes
Wds i \'HII)[KI(’[(”L’ man \\"](Y dac-

tually felt something akin o
kindness toward the animals he
hunted

In fis o attempts to o make

dtonements, upon finding  the
vital necessity of taking game
survival, he eased iy con-
science somewhat and at the
same time attempted o esfab-
lishe a0 compaubility. between
himselt and the amimals he hunt-
edo Inattempting 1o do this, he
lett o saymg, “Anmals will not
fear o man whose soul s good
and who iy Kind and generouns.™
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HELP WANTED

STATE OF ALASKA
DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAY'S
Permanent and seasonal vacancies
exist at locations across the State
in a3 wide range of engineering classes
from trainee to licensed Civit Eng:
neer classes including Highway Eng
neering Technician |1, 111, IV and V,
Highway Engineering Assistant | it
111 and Highway Engineer 1. Qualit
cations are based on amount of eng:
neering training and experience.
Work involves construction inspec
tion, surveying, office engineering
and materials inspection. Interested
Alaskans may apply at the Depart-
ment of Highways offices listed be
low: 5700 Tudor Road, Anchorage,
2301 Peaer Road, Fawbanks; 1590
Glacier Avenue, Juneau; Box 220,
Nome; Box 507, Valdez; Island Cen
ter Buiding, Douglas. An Equal Op
portunity Employer

chief

accountant

Accounting

Fast growing corpora
ton In Southeast Alas
ka is seeking a chief
accountant.  Respons:
bilities include general
accounting, supervision,
and  budgeting.  Cash
management experence
15 aesirable. Degree 1n
accounting or  appro
priate prior experience
s required.  Salary
$16,000-$20,000  de
pending on experience
Excellent growth oOp
portumty. Reasonabie
relocation expenses
paid. Send resume and
salary requirements to
Box 1287, c/o this
newspaper
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HELP WANTED
STATE OF ALASKA
Department of Community
and Regional Atffairs
s recruiting for @ Project Fieid Rep
resentative in Fairbanks
MINIMUM STATE
QUALIFICATIONS

Four years of progressively re
sponsible experience in employment,
vocational education, or uther similar
community orniented programs de
signed to provide employment or
employment assistance. 1he abiity
to speak an Alaskan Native language
15 desirable. Graduation tro an ac
credited coliege may be substituted
for two years of the experience re
quirement outiined above
SALARY

$1,413 per month in Fairrbanks,
plus State of Alaska fringe benefits
OUTIES:

Individual assigned to this posi
tion will be responsible for the op
eration of the Department’s Division
of Rural Development Assistance
Fairbanks Field Office. Dutiesinclude
responsibihity for the Division's pro
grams in the central interior and
northwest regions of the State. Con
siderabte travel required

If interested submit State of Alas
ka application for employment to

DEPARTMENT OF
COMMUNITY AND REGIONAL
AFFAIRS
Pouch B
Juneau, Alaska 99801
Attention Clark D. Boston

For further information contact
Mr. Boston at 586-6221 ext. 153 n
Juneau.




