Make students
work harder:
Native panel

By Linda Lord-Jenkins
Tundra Times Editor

Teachers of rural Alaskan
students have set up those
students for failure in higher
learning by not forcing them
to study as hard or leam as
much as non-Native siudents,
according to a panel of Native
leaders involved in education,

Speaking to a statewide sym.
posium on Alaska Schools and
Public Policy, the speakers
told rural teachers to get tough
on their students in order to
prepare them for life asit is

William G. Demmert, act-
ing dean of the University of
Alaska, Juneau School of Edu-
cation and Liberal Arts out-
lined the change in education
of the young from the days
of his Tlingit ancestors to the
present.

In the days before Western
missionaries, the child’s ma-
ternal aunties and uncles would
train the young in a family
setting. All was geared at help-
ing the “student™ survive in a
subsistence world,

But. as missionanies, then
the Bureau of Indian Atfairs,

then the state, took over the
education of the young, the
school system has becorme ex

ternal instead of part of the
community,  sad  Demmert
That problem is slowly revers-
ing itself 1o a commumty-
oriented school system. bul
there is still much to do, sad
Demmert.

“If there are values import-
ant to Natives, then Natives
must play an integral role in
what the schools do 1o insure
that cultural values are reflec-
ted in schools,” he said.

“In order for schools 1o
be successful, they must be
recognized as part of the com-
munity they serve. They musl
be compatible with the needs
of the community and their
curriculum must be relevan
to the contemporary needs of
the community.”

Demmert pointed out, how-
ever, (hat’ parenits must bear
much responsibility to provide
the environment for their child
to learm, must present the child
with a wide variety of experi-
ences and ideas to help choose,
and must encourage the child.

Willie Hensley, a newly ap-
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where to apply those skills
. . . Our forefathers thought
that if they committed them-
selves to a new way of life,
then living would be better . . .
but it was a life without mean-
ing."”

Hensley said that in order
for the education system to be
successful, it must recognize
that “our people have as much
right to a place in the sun as
everyone else.”

But, Hensley said too, that
the education system is only
one part of society that has
to change. Other changes must
come also from the political,
religious and economic sys-
tems. “We have to meld these
together to make this work.”

Hensley ended with a famil-
jar theme of the Inupiat
llitqusiat, Spirit Committee,
that education cannol succeed
if the people it seeks to teach
have no sense of themselves.
“No amount of education can
help if the students are root-
less as human beings.”

Sam Kito, a member of the
State Board of Education, for-
mer member of the Board of

l;ﬂ!‘wmﬁm'@"-:I".a.Vﬁﬁ’!ﬁm:‘tﬁqnwﬁmg%—u"qﬂ?“ﬁw-!I.;-..Tlf - 'l

LR
1 0o e =
r Y has . i.l
o .
e"."rni- .
1| 'q-"i

happened before the Europe-
ans came here. There wasn't a
program outlining the history
of this area before Captain
Cook came to Alaska. The
past of Natives before Euro-
peans must be taught, he said.

Kito said that the trend in
education in the past few years
has been toward fewer require-
ments in favor of a broader
range of elective classes. As a
result, students are able to
leave school as juniors with
little knowledge.

“When we say, put in more
math, history, we hear that
costs too much.”

Kito said that he prefers
that students who are handling
their education easily be given
more difficult and challenging
studies in order to stretch their
learning capabilities. “‘Don‘t
make it easier on them.”

Kito also seemed to lean
away from massive bilingual
education classes in the school
system when he said, “The
best place for bilingual educa-
tion to be taught is in the
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The importance of parents
was sounded again when Kito
said teachers should pay at-
tention to what parents are
saying — or not saying —
about their childrens’ edu-
cation, He said many would
find that Native parents aren’t
satisfied with the quality of
their child’s education “be-
cause the children they
thought were educated are
being turned back by colleges”

Patricia Kwachka, who
works with the UAF Alaska
Native Program, said Native
students are ill-prepared to
handle college for a number of
reasons.

“Students are arriving at the
university with very low test
scores which makes it diffi-
cult for them to succeed. They
have very poot study habits
which makes it difficult for
them once they are here.

H

succeeding and they often need
counseling to do that, she said.

She suggested college prep-
aratory classes for college-
bound students as one way to
help students achieve.

John Schaeffer, president
of the NANA Regional Corp.,
said he agrees that Native stu-
dents aren’t being asked 1o
achieve all that they can, but
he said that isn't all the stu-
dents’ fault.

“If we go back far enough
when the children are born,
they all have the same poten-
tial. But the greatest barrier to
face already exists.

-That barrier is that “We
look at ourselves as being not
equipped to learn as well as
other people. And teachers
think that way when they
come here.

“Our children are not any
dumber than any other chil-

~dren, It's only us who believe
M'l!
- Schaeffer said he didn't

~ treated as inferior in education

~and allowed to get by with less

‘until his children went to the

“university for schooling.

“They all graduated with
honors and they have to take
remedial education in college.”

Schaeffer said he doesn't
accept the assertion that rural
students suffer problems be-
cuase of the inadequacy of the
rural school system. “'That’s
a cop-out, Look at the history
of the one-room schoolhouse
in the Lower 48 and how far it
got us. | don’t think there is
any reason we can't .do that
today. Our teachers have had
abetter education and are more
skilled than before.”

What is needed is teacher
and parent motivation. **Are
you willing to do a good job?
It's hard to be self-motivated,
especially in a system that
teaches you to be concerned
first about pay, vacation, insur-
ance pengion. We need to look
at those things and say they
are important but not that
important.” :

Schaeffer also acknowledged
the difficulty of that task and
the difficulty of being the
“mgan teacher” and not pass-
ing students who don’t make
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Teach our children
(Continued from Page

Twenty-Eight)
the grade,

“I know it is hard to put
your foot down and not pass
students when the parents,
other teachers, and the admin-
istration are all over you.

“But you are supposed to
be running the classroom. You
set the standards.”

He ended by saying, “We're
just starting to undérstand how
difficult it has been to teach
our children. Given time, you
may get more help from the
community, but in the mean-
time, don’t wait for us. Please,
please educate our childen.”




