Kaktovik wins suit against Watt on refuge
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The Secretary of the Inter-
ior violated two federal stat-
utes and the intent of Congress
when he re-assigned adminis-

tration of oil exploration of

the William O. Douglass Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge from the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(FWS) to the U.S. Geological
Survey (USGS), according to a

U.S. District Court Judge in
Anchorage.

Both federal agencies are ad-
ministered by the Department
of the Interior, but U.S. Dis-
trict Judge James A. von der
Heydt ruled last week that
James Watt’s move to transfer
control of oil exploration from
FWS to USGS, was a ‘“clear
error in judgment and beyond
his statutory authority.” von

der Heydt ordered Watt to re-
assign and delegate all respon-
sibility for the preserve to the
Fish and Wildlife Service.

The 8.8 million acre refuge
is home to the Porcupine Car-
ibou herd which numbers more
than 100,000. The Kaktovik
villagers depend on wildlife in
that herd for much of their
food source.

Watt transferred responsi-

bility for overseeing the pre-
serve to USGS in March. The
transfer took away from FWS
the authority to conduct seis-
mic exploration in the refuge’s
coastal area and to prepare
a report to Congress on pos-
sible oil and gas exploration
and drilling.

The administrative- move
was immediately challenged by
several groups including the

North Slope Village of Kak-
tovik which sits in the middle
of the refuge, several environ-
mental groups and individuals.

Those groups contended
that FWS was given primary
responsibility for management
of the refuge in two federal
acts. Those acts were the Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge System
Administration Act of 1966
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