Bell Herbert of Chalkyitsik is reported to be 128 years of age and the oldest person
living in Alaska. That would have made her a voung girl when the civil war broke
out, a war in a foreign land so far away that who would have cared” '
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I'he prevect will be the first
step in bulding a COMIMUTILY
which should
clude |20 gpariments, a com
mumty area sulfcient 1o hold
a potlatch in, medical and den
tal  chnics, workrooms  for
traditional  and
Work
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and where planned ac-
tivities will include the gath
ering and preparation of subsis-
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The project will be the re

sult ol cooperation  between

Mative profit and non-profil
federal,

state, and city agencies. The

orporations  with

communiy  owill rest oon 1)
acres of a 197 acre plot of
land which Cook Ihlet Re
gion, Inc., a Native corpora
tion, just received title to from
the federal government. Nego-
tigtions  between CIRI  and
the Cook Inlet Nalive associa
tiom over the fair market value
of the land are currently
underway, Once CINA pur-
chases the land, a combination
of federal and state funds will
bhe used to construct and run
the project, the planning, con
struction, and
which will be overseen by the
Cook Inlet Housing Authority
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rtment' of Housing
- and Urban Development, and
the Bureau of Indian Affairs,

CIHA officlals claim the
]:I‘mhtl to be the first of its
kind not only in Alaska, but
also in the Nation. As such,

" HUD has taken it on as a dem-

onstrational project, and the

secretary himsell has taken a
personal interest in it,
. Elderly Natives living in

- Anchorage have most often

come Io the ciy from the
villages, according to the feasi-
bility study, They have been
drawn to Anchorage in search
of better health care, better
employment, to be neaser to
family members who have
already relocated to the city,
or perhaps to provide their
children and grandchildren
with better educational and
employment opportunities,
Their own needs, includ-
ing the nutrition they received
from their traditional subsis-
tence lifestyles, often can be

" lost in the fast, often indif-

ferent pace of city life. Spec-
ial activities are planned for
residents of the future com-
munity o take their needs
into consideration.

For example, the feasibility
study calls for regalar trips
into nearby wilderness areas
for fishing and berry picking,
and for sufficient space to al-

low elderly Natives to con-
struct, display, and sell their
Native crafts.

Roy Huhndorf, presiden} of
CIRI, sys that by providing
the land for CINA to purchase,
the corporation is meeting its
obligation to shareholders in
different ways. “Obviously, it
is among the goals of the cor-
poration to use our influence
to whatever extent possible to
work our assets to the bene
fit of our shareholders.”

Huhbdorf stresses that the
11 acres will be sold to CINA
at the fair market price becalse
the first obligation that the
corporation has s to turn a
profit. “In all probability, 2
good many residents of the
new elderly center will be
shareholders from our corpora-
tion.” Huhndorf says that in
this way, the corporation also
is helping to meet the social
needs of its shareholders, as
well as those of other Natives,
by selling the land to CINA,
rather than putting it to soime
other use.



