A young dancer from King Island participates

in the festival.
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Students bring culture to university

By BILL HESS
Tundras Times Stafi
Dance groups and story tell
ers from across the state were
drawn to Fairbanks March
15-19, to pasticipate in the
ninth annual Festival of Native

Arts. Traditional performers
from King lsland, Barrow, Yak-
utat, Wainwright, Fort Yukon,

Hydaburg, Arctic Village,
Minto, Northway and many

other Alaskan spots 1'h]rll1.lpui
ted in the event, which was
planned, sponsored and put to-
gether by Native students at
the University of Alaska, Fair-
banks.

Homer Badfish, a performer
with the Wainwright dance
group, praised the event as a
great re-union, “It’s nice to
get together with outlying
villages, and to see friends we'd

a while,” he
explained, Ihu s a great
gathering from all over. We
meel new people, and demon-
strate what we learned from
our ancestors, and we share
this with the young kids.
We show them how to dance,
how Lo sing. ™

For Sherry Barmes ol Fair
banks, the festival was an
opportumity to join other Na-

Mever seen 1o

Iive crallspersons and artisis
in  selling their
goods, ] sold a parka last
night,” Barnes said as she sal
behind a table loaded with
mukuks, mil lens, gloves,
chokers, and beadwork, The
parka was made [rom mouton,
which can be beaver or sheep
skin: was beaded, and lined
with Black Fox trim,

Barnes, who originally came

handmade

trom MNorthway, also found
the flestival to be a great re
union. “l wenl in and walched
the people from Northway™
she explained. "l danced with
them. | felt pretty good™ 3

Jim Stevens, a fifth year
siudent in business
ment from Eagle and the
Chairman of the Festival of Na
tive Arts, stressed that with-

rIIi_-.Irl.HBI"-
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Bert Ryan, A Tsimshian from Metlakatla, l:lm: a4 moment's break from working on 4 mask at the Festival of Native Arts. Ryan, a student at UAF
was not trying to sell his work, he just wanted tn demonstrate how it was done.




(Continued from Page Three)
out the help of students, the
festival would not be possible.
“We have a corps of about 15
students who did all the
legwork and planning,” Stevens
explained, “and about an addi-
tional [0-15 who volunteered
to help through this week "

Stevens noted that is always
the case, the students started
out with a zero budget, but,
largely through grant writing,
were able to raise a budget of
$36,000 to help bring and
house the 257 dancers and per-
fqrmers. The Fairbanks Native
Association also with many
of the dance groups, who also
took part in their potlatch,

“Everything turned-out real-
ly good this year,” Stevens
claimed. “Nothing went bad.
‘We were able to take good
care of our performers, whom
we kept at the Captain Bart-
lett Inn.”

Stevens sees the work tie
students do in putting on the
festival as being very important
to the Native approximately
400 students at the univer-
sity. “The Fairbanks campus
is completely devoid of any-
thing having to do with Native
culture,” he explained.

Yet, Stevens would not like
to see anyone but the Native
students plan Native events.
“I wouldn't want the univer-
sity to do anything for us,” he
explained. “Except ~ maybe
provide us with some dollars.
We are the ones who care, so
we are the ones who are going
to do it right.”

Mext year will be the 10th
festival put on by the Fair-
banks students. Stevens noted
the students already have start-
ed working toward that festi-
val, and that it will be a big
one.

Mamy hours go into making
such a large event successful,
and students are often al-
ready burdened with classes.
“Volunteers are important to
us,” Stevens said. “But siu-
dents come here to get an edu-
cation, and their studies come
first. We like the help but if
any one feels he is too busy to
help us, fine. We don™t try to
‘guilt trip’ anyone.” '

Dne student who decided
Mative evenis were worth do-
nating time to was Glenn
Eliott, a sophomore from Beth-
el. “It takes up a lot of my
time from studying,” he ad-

mitted, “but | think it is im-

portant. It's here to increase
the understanding of new peo-
ple here, who don't really
know what Native culture
is like. Whatever time it
takes, it"s nothing."

Eliott has been involved in
lobbying trips to Juneau in

search of funds to promote .

Mative activities at the univer-
sity. Besides the festival, he
hopes to see a revival of Tuma
Theater, a dramatic program
which in past years presented
Native culture in play form but

“which was pulled from univer-

sity activities. Eliott is cur-

- rently carrying 12 credit hours,

although he began the semester
with 15. He found his time so
pinched that he had to drop
a three-hour English class.

Yet, he stressed that his ed-
ucation about his own peo-
ple increases daily. “l really
like ivory work,” he noted,
“There was a carver here yes-
terday. | was just amazed.
I asked a lot of questions on
how he did it. He told me how
he made his paints. He made
red by just grinding red agok
into a fine powder, and mixing
it with water.™

“Eliott lamented what he

sees a5 a4 weakening of the
interpersonal relationships of
traditional willages as western
culture mowves ever more in-
ward, replacing story telling
with television and traditional
dancing with disco.
“Nowadays, nstead of Eski-
mo dancing, telling stories and
llustrating things that are

- volunteers made festival successful

good, motivating and honor-
able, as Western society moves
in, it 15 replaced with dollar
values, coldness, and dances
like punk rock. Values which
are meaningless, which corrode
our culture while they tear
it up! That's sad. That's why
| guess I'metaking a stand
here!™



