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'
..WorkshopWorkshopWorkshops

"
ioto learnleaia apples1'apples1peoples'peoples'''

i .feelingsfeelings. boutabout the'the
' effect'effect' : of'of

.

'
";,

proposed pUoil &ndndand& 'gasgas'gas leasingleasttig.leasttig
In , the ' Nationalaiional ;,'; PetroleumPetroletim .

.' , 'ReserveReserveReserve't' '
bn.thebnthe, ., l,hl0jthorth'orth

''
!? Slope

. . ., areta.beheldlaBarrowaretabeheldlaBarroware tr'rtrr' . be held Iri Barrow'AtkilBarrowAtkil; '
AtlMi

lookcook,
"-

and
a-nd'-anda-nd"' WaiowrlghtWainwright

, ln"the'lnthe" the'the''

- .
?

' first1 week ofApriLApa '
. ,

,
fr , The ; hearings-'are'hearings'are'are',-.hearinghearing. are-

'ar-
e'

-being'lbeing'lbeingl'being-'beingbeing'-- '

held before
,
anan'an' environmental'environmentaleniiroanmenial.eniiroanmenial.'

impact '-ttitemcnf
t-titemcnf'-atitemenC'a-titemenC' ' fS } writtewrittegZ kr,

'OftOft' 4g thrithe prbpoiedproposed le lii $ ached'achedched ',
'uleule"ule'" to leamlearn aboutaboutAwhatpeople

w-

leasln

.whatwhat. people
'who livlivq Irf.theIrftheW'theWthe., areaareai feel could'couldroutd'

be hahnfulaboi4hamnfig'abouthamnfigabout;'
,

hejeasftlgie.leaielea. faig?: ,
'accordingaccording'

, ., 'ttii'ttii'tdtd' ' Keith.Keith. Bennett ,$
,; environnientenvironmentall specialistspeciabit'orispeciabitori'on the
, ,
NPR staff.stafftaif.taif. , ,.

'TheThe' The workAopworkshop whiwig be held
In ; Atkaiook.Atkaiook.' onon .' April , 51;' in

.
WalnwrightWafnwright oft.AprUoftAprUon ,

.
April dti , and to-

't-oin'' '

/BarrowBarrow/.-

Barrow
B-arrow on April',7.April7.April7April"7.April7.April7'"

,
. All hear.hear.

inpwUlbeat,7pjninpwUlbeat7pjnirtgs will bti st,7st7, ,
p.m.pm.pm. ,. ;.

"

Sortiesome
,

526"526
"

tracttracts of'"land.ofland.oflandof '
.landland
".

.,

InIri thecite National)S tional '
.
' 'PctioleumPctioleum'PetroleutiiPetroleutii

,

ReiervcReserve arc.arcarq,. ,
scheduled to belie

'leasedleased' within
?yearyears , 'wwand' ";,thethe

workthopworkshops organizerorganitersWseek
,, eeek"eeek""toto"

to
find out residentresidents'residents' '

,
beliefholiefs*

abouti6out'thacleasingi6outthacleasing'thaithai' leasing scheduleschedule'onscheduleon'onon'

'-
their

t-

heir'-their
t-

heir' subsistence Ufestyfeslifestyfes ,
according toto Benn'ett.Bennett.BennettBenriett.Benriett' .

The'The' reservereserve hold numerousnumirous
formsforrts# of tubsistencesubsistence fishfirst and'and'
game , habitats Includingleicluding major
caribouCaribou calviagcalving areas , critical
mowmoose habitatshabitats, waterfowl habhab--
itat ,, geese molting ireasareas , btlu-btlubelu-belu--

gi whale summersummer high use and
calvingcalving' '

areas , spotted seaseal) sumsum.sum.
mermar and faU high use'areasuseareasuse 'areasareas'' ;
bowhead'"whalebowheadwhalebowhead

' ,
'"
whale
y-
fail

falltall cpncentracoiicentiu ;,
lionttoti'ttoti areas , and ':'black'brantblackbrantbuckl'bianibucklbiani'

' " '' ' , -

molting '
, and staging

;, areas ,,.,

"tccordin.tf.totccordintf.totccordintfto"" according
.

trto. * anan -Information"Information"Information-.
"

from the NPRolYke.NPRolYkeNPR office.?,

' (SeeSee; Waps.pagesWapspagesWniaps , . ages E11,12,13E111213, 2.13213., , .

andl4and 14) ' - _ ' / - . . ,

,? The i,, reservereserve alsoahd '-contalris
c-

ontalris'contains
; 'thether' 'th2th2' critical migrationmlgiatto routescoutet of ,

\' ,
,caribou'andcaribouandCaribou"Caribou'" and'and' with development

'

, cometomes ' , ftiefftq, potentialforpotential for, , 'the'the'the"' '"
,,

.tt. pipelinpipeline jloto'cuttocut'
( t off those youtetoitei ., '

; ivhichwhich IIs why the Commentcomments are
'' being oughtsought , laidsaid Bennett.Bennett.

' " ' ''OilOil't1Kft1Kf
'

.andand. gas'gasgas"'
" developmentdevelapmen of

' : Fhehc ,reaivereserve will follow larger
,

,

"
, clustenclusters of oil wells rather than

' having'individualhavingindividualhaving'having' individual wellwells "on'on"on'inonin' In.In*.""
'

,dividualdhidual-rpadspads , said Befnett.BefnettBennett.Bennett. He ,

said .thethe. cluster rdevelopmegt,development Is

plannedpianned to avoidavoid as much inirl.irl.
trusiontruslon .into'.intointolito"lito. '" the area as-asas.-pos.aspos.as.aspos.pos-.

-
-.

11" 'sible.sible.sible'ruble.ruble.ruble' .
'He'saidHesaid'HeHe'

', said there(here aretie some "re-"rere"

re"re"-

.serves'.servesserves.servesserves

.
'

, whichwh1ch'Jtave'well'padswh1chJtavewellpads' uve'uve' 'wellwell' 'pads
at 160-acre160acre160 -acre Intervals which
" 'aa' ' *"*"createcreate"creatocreato 'perimftef"perimftefperimeter around
criticilcritical habitat and ., reduceredtfce
gamegameand

.-
and

a-
nd., fishfishig

,
In the area.areairei.; ' i1

A sample mapmap of aa-'possiblea-possible'possible
model for oil development
showsshows AS many'many' issnineinane oil orof

gai.pidigaipidirgaipads, ., 'farthe'areabut'Ben.fartheareabutBen.fartheareabutBen1In'thearesbut'Ben.1InthearesbutBen.1InthearesbutBen
,'

' ;,
'

,
' .

hett.sai-
d

hettsai-
d

"aettaett"

.said fewer
,

pads arearePkely.arePkely; ely.ely.
ThoseThose .padspads. tend to bebe in
the far north andand fax south of
the;, reserve and wouldwould be.be., concon--
nected laii 'somesome'soinq'manneisoinqmannei'manner, is( the
TransTracts AlaskaAlaskatPipelinePipeline System.System.

Public comment could inI n

some manner change the
way which'which' the pipelines were
connected , said Bennett *,

The workshop sessionssessions will
nofnot be

,
very structured , saidsaid.said,.

JBenncttOennett 'toallowtcesidintstoallowtcesidints' o.o.,allow ;.residentsresidents. to
take"take" control-.of/thecontrol.ofthecontrol.ofofthecontrol-.ofcontrol.ofcontrol.ofof- . /, "thethe

"

, meet-meetmect-mect--

'
"IngsIngs.", lng to discussdiscuss , amongamong them.them.

,

' telves/telvesselves /, ' their.their. i, concernconcems, We

don'tdontdon't'' ' want to telltell them thingithings
'andand' structuresfructurer'thesfructurerthe

'

the meeting.meeting.,"
' Bennett.BennettBi'nnettBinnett'

. , saidafd there"there" arere ; sewev.ev.

cral'oraloral' alternativealiergatives"forxaliergativesforx"
for ? thethe'pro.thepro.thepro,

'pro.pro.

posedposed' ' sites'tositestosites ' to be drilled.drilled., They
u"

. include.include.*
,

.
0-

.
0*

. SpecificSpecifd riverrive * ,
, laleetakei, coascoas..

atal, tal areaareai* oror wild areasareas rouldbecould ,be
i deleted fromtroth belnbelna( leasedleased"yitleasedyit

"

at all

'ifif' if 'Ievelopment'developmentdevelopment , would harm
subsutenceifstence* ,;

, hunting'hunting'
, andand 'fuh-'fuhfuhrtYsh.rtYsh' -.

, Ing, , -
,' , .

' '

;
* Areas couldCould'beCouldbebe designated

to btba leased but.nobutnobut .'no"no' " develop-develop-

.irientirient'rientrient.' could be'bebe'donebedone' done on ""anyany"
tensltivearea"tensltiveareasensitive area " ;, ,

*'"t't" ' *' Phased leasing could be
'conductedconducted' , sord that.thatthat 'ifif' If an area
'werededicatedwerededicated' were "dedicateddedicated" toto-to.-

be i crit-crit-
Wical'ical' wetland , not allill of the
.landland.

* couldcould'\' * leased at one
time.time. Under this option an

'-entire
e-

ntire'entire field .mightmight. be drilled
over a'periodaperiodti'perlootiperloo' of tbnetime but not
all at onceonce ;

'PP' There/also'is'tlyTherealso'is'tlyalsoistly'lTterelTtere'
/ alsai 'isis' 'd option

for seasonalieisonal drilling restrictionrestrictions
similarsimilar to.to. the'seasonaltheseasonalthe 'seisonal restricrestric--

tionslioninon'onon' the Beaufort Sea in
which , oiltill companies are only
allowed to drill during the winwin--

ter m6nthsmbnths to avoid the noise
.disturbingdisturbing., the ,'whaleswhales'

,
, and to

avotdavoid , 'thethe'the chance
?
that , anact oil

spulspill "-
will

w-ill" 'occuroccur'occuir 'duringduring' bow-bowbow.-.

head whalew1lle migration.migration .:A seasonal .restrictionrestriction. on
land mighMight be , enforced by
reducing thethe ,

, field'fieldfleld'qfleldq' output sow
fewer people are heeded in the
field therefore llessless; human
noise would-bewouldbewould ,Abo.4iiaedFraidAbo4iiaedFraid- .causedcaused. ,,

,
said ,' . .

Bennett.Bennett., AnotherAnother alternative.alternative .
1

A '
A

t

might be to limit ,
the maintenmainten

ancemice done on fieldsfrelas , again reto
ducing thethe"amounoftheamounof"amount( of human
contactcontact to thethe'arestheares'area , he said.said.

He ,.saidsaid. in1i one oil Heldfield In
Texas , one entire oil field
is shut-downshutdownshutdown- for 45'4549' daydays diff-diffda-da-

rning, ii critical time for the
areaatea wildlife.wildlife.

Designed solutions to probprob..
lems might include "spacespace"apaceapace"
age technology ," said Ben-BenBen.-.

nett.nett., Such technology might
include having camerascameras 'atat'at *,

tachedcached to the pipeline 'toto'
to run

along each side the length of
the pipeline totoview.viewview., thqthe terrain
for oil leaks.leaks. This would meanmean
in personperson human observation
01or low-flyinglowflying- observationobservition
planes would not be necessary.necessarypace"ary.paceary.paceary" .

Another "spacespace" age solution"solution"
could be for equipment to
monitor the oil flow at short
checkpoints to see how.how. much
oil is lowingflowing{ all along the
pipeline.pipeline. In this wayway, if ara leak
occurred betweenbetween checkpointc7reckpoinf

A ) indi'AnalAnal' B, repairmenrepairrnei.couldrepairrneicould,
,. c Nd

know precisely, wherewhere It was
and the extentextent'' of rtht'rthtthc'lteakthclteak' yeak

without a human entering the
general area ,

Then , said Bennett , there is

.tha.faowttha.faowtthafaowt.the *. factor off Glancingbalancing-balancing - the
damage that the oil wouldwotild
do to the tundra as opposed
to the damage that humans rere-re-

pairing the leak could do if
the leak occurred during , for
exampleexutlple , a critical calving time.time.

TechniciansTechnictins'Technictins ,' -forfor-' for example ,
could.'decidethat.acoulddecidethat.acoulddecidethatacould"decidttt3hatcoulddecidttt3hat.'" , ., a 15 barrel
leak perpet dayrmlghtday "jBiightjBiight" not be as
damaging to the environment

Bennett said that his departdepart--

ment is forecasting "anan"artart"" extra
High probability"1probability1probability"probability"" that

, oil
wiflwill be found in the reserve
and because of the coraplexl-coraplexlcoFrlplexi-coFrlplexi-

ties.tiestiea.tiea. of the areas in terms of
wildlife and its.importanceimportanceiwimportance. to
the people on the North-SlopeNorthSlopeNorth.SlopeNorthSlope-.

they arerare very concerned , about
getting as jnuchporch public comcom--

ment as possible.possible.


