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babbitt brought important
technical staff along too
tundra times staff

alaska natives have seen a lot
of interior secretaries come and
go inin liefie last 30 years many have
even come to alaska but never
have they stayed as long nor en-
gaged as many people in so many
parts of the state as bruce bab-
bitt

accordingaccord ing to willicwillie hensley
co chairchair of the alaskapcdcraflonalaska federation
0ofanfnnativesa0 ve 503abbitt6playedsomebabbitt displayed some

ununiquequo qualitiesquali fici during III111his pproro
longed factfut finding touroffouroftourofalaskaalaska
last month

babbitt is a realrea quick studstudyY
111ehilheasleyhehsleyoy said 111he has a lot10 afpff
i ttechnicalhallhnllcaf graspgrasp and depth ho
J wantitoin4vwants 0o mavemqve on things
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most of die headlines thatfiat fol-
lowed

1

their progress from
kaktovikKak tovik to kodiak I1 insley says
there wee other significant if less
cclobrcelebratedaadaod people in the
secretaryssecre tarys entourage as well

for example robert
armstrong assiassistantstant secretary for
minerals came along for a visit to
the redbog minemitic haprojectprocct oper-
ated on native owned lands that
is oftenofton citeditcdsas an example of
environmentallyt sounddevoopsound develop-
ment ahdtravblifiaadahd traveling withytihberdeer
was4

assistantassistitntsolldhoosolicitor forfol indiatn4io
ii affairs michael anandersonandcrsonrson
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hensley said that stewardship
involves everything from indian
program budgets and native al-
lotment stsurveysiveys to offshore oil
drillingI1 federal land managementmanagci pent
subsistsubsistenceeno andvvildlifoand wildlife plotprotec-
tion
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the understanding thattifit these

officials gainedgal4fromfrom theirvisittheir visit
couldbc4qialasaliskaniiivescouldvecouldbe crucial as aiasknnativcs
prcssihopress theirconcern on issues10s gjereojerewhere
thesecretaxythe secretary haslihs beemcllnoechoecn inclinedd to
ait vieview contrary0 ry to nativeativaosi
tipionsOs such06 Mns oiloll011 drillidrillingtig lochelolhein the
beaufortiatifort sea andd hahandlingndiangdiing1
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