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1 vjetv7hetv are no quickquickftvfix solutionssolulkms chis7m7his
is0 a 1010to20vantmleto 20tars1ra1w

2 A coordinated comprehensive mul
ti dmplinarybiscidisci Pbinarylinary approach is cs&entialesscritial

3 technologytechnoloyand and capital funding
alone will not address the problem
competent curatorsoperators adeadequatequ ile user
fees environmental health education
and tile support of a well managed
community government are equally vi-

tal
4 facilities must meet thedie unique de-
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ditions of caeachb YAMvacevfce alternative tou
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recentlyice antlyently stated 1 I1 lealailealthlealdi coalsco&ls alsocassocasswiatedikedaked

withwilli waterlxrnewaterliorne disease in villages is ex
bremelytremelytrernely high improving sanitationsaniti tion condi-
tions soso kiildialliil inan adequateanadequateunadequate supply of safe
water and a sanitary means oldewageolsewageol0 sewage dis
dosalposalosal isis available in 110111homesCS wouldWOLIII lebe anall
effective measure in disease prevention
and would leducereduce lliethe tremendous cost of

health care inill ruralrunal alaska
hieilie alaska sanitationtasksanitation TaskI1 ask force ap

preachedproadied ins problempi oblein by developingdevelopingaa
strategystia legy focusing onoil a longtermlong term apif
priadiproadikioapioa li at lie heart orthisofthis0 ins strategy aieire 60

rcc0irecommendationstill lclidat ions lorfor improving rural san
itationcitation conditionsondittons willi ovet 100 specific
steps necessary lo100 o implement lietile sanita
tionsirategylion slniegy

hamdcliaircd lyby lairy MCImenulieflMenuclilicitliefl lie liskask
lotIOKC pulilli forwiidiwlll sevenSCVCII underlying princi-
ples

binniiinni
ol01of lirdw sanitation strategy see limoxlxxliox

lo10to hungbling tills message to ghoseihoseillose willi die
ability to make illings happen severalseveril
hips to washington DCD C weiewere made listlast
maidimardi commissionerommissionermissionerom sandbrandsandorandSansanderdorandand several
oilierotlieiotlier people from alaska attended a

meetingniceling chaired byhy marthawalla prodicoprodiroothioProPi diro assis-
tant administratorlantadministnitor lorfor ERAETA whose purpose
was lo10to lienlicar testimony on lliethe sanitationsaniti tion i
conditions I1ini tural alaska those panic i

palingpaing weiewere tonyrony smith counsel to lliethe
city ofsaintol01of saint paulpauljuliejulie kilkakitka ofofafnat N dr
peter nakakuninakamuninakamliraNakaNakaM muniLira offlieol01 llie state division ol01of

epidemiology and greg capito and knlori
telfer both of the state village safe water
program it was agreed that thedie united
states must make at least as much of an
effort as thedie canadian governagoverntgovernmentilent lias in
solving their rural sanitsanitationadon problems in
thedie Nordinorthwestwest Territerritoriestodes

following that meeting sandor and
merculieff returned to washington in may
to leamlearn moreaboutmore about federal services and
possible strategies

on may 519935 1993 testimonytimonyteh was given
before the select committee on indian af-
fairs chaired by senator daniel inouye of
I1hawaiilawall commissioner sandor and larrylany
mcrculleffmerculiclrtestincdtestified that thedie quickest way
to appropriate funds for rural sanitation

was through the indian betset aside
program administered by EPA
through bicuicaie6ie clean water act tills
program inslias been in effeecirecleffec for five

years and presently appropriates
one lull of one percent of national
waste water funding for sanitation
projects lo10to serve native americans mr
sandbrandsandorandSansanderdorandand mr merculieffmerculielrmerculicff urged that
andingfundingunding levels be raised to 28 million
annually ilie ETAI1 PA agreed with thisiltis sug
gestion

merculieffmerculleffmen ul left also testified lintthat a 10 year
effort was needed by liethe federal govern
fientinenlnient withwidi the commitment to appropriateappropnale
75 to 100 million per year hie state of

aliskaalaska currently appropriatesappropnales 25 million
mcland llielie indian I1health service spendsapspends ap
pioximalclyproxiniaely 10 million annually AFNsal N s

luliejulie kilkakitka and anne walker odtheofthe0 the alaska
nativeN hive I1 lealailcaltlilealdi board also givegave strong testi-
mony regardinggardingic water and sewer needs
and supported liethe lasktask force rerecommen
dationslations

comunissionerominissioner sandersandor testified beabefleloie0re
senator inouye aliatliat11111 die state ofalaskaof alaska isis

preparedpiep ired to enter into a long tennterni part
nershiparringementnerslnp arrangement with federal agencies
to deal with helie serious water and sanita-
tion problems in alaska s native villages

on the federal side a bill haslias been in-
troducedtroduced in thedie I1 louse obligating thedie fed-
eral government to make grants for thedie
construction of waste water treatment fa-
cilitiescilities to coninicommunitiesunities located in econom-
ically distressed rural areas theilic amount
of thedie grants would be limited to 90v690 of
thedie total project cost withwidi thedie remaining
101610 coming from nonfederalnon federal sources if
approved theme appropriation will be 300
million per year for six yearsyeats

rural water and sewer problems will

not goso away like a common cold until
tillsdils situmsituationlon receivesives thedie funding it ncneedsWs
all of us will pay a price the cost for the
treatment of endemic diseases will contin-
ue to plague thedie state and federal tretrea-
suries

a-ue
economically distressed regions

will continue to depend on social welfare
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1 unless the in-

frastructurefrastructure isis in phucplace to build economiceconomit
opportunity rural alaska will ixbe tile focus
of attention as die national media contin-
ue to sliowshiow the honeylioney bucket detail and
it is best for usits all to support lietile efforts of
tliosetriose who are seriously puspushingliing foror im
piovemenlsprovernents 0
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