Village artisans gather
for marketing

link Inlaned antisnns hving in hive

villiges Dave the Dest chance (o

macket ther ans, cralts and gt

et i o centtenl bocitton in thei
own Villages, secording o the Tindings of
o year-long macketing, project undentaken
by the Southwest Alaska Municipal Con
lerence.

Heidh Bohid, who headed up the projec
funded by a gt from e Alaska Depan
mient of Community and Regional Allairs,
saicl she worked with Port Lions,
Ouzinkie, Old Harbor, Akhiok and Larsen

Bay and met with artisans to determine the
hest method of marketing their works. Bo-
hi saicd she coordinated her efforts with the

Kodiak Area Native Association, which is
helping artists set up a cooperative in
Kodiak (see related story. )

The key finding of the Kodiak Island
Connection Project was that o market ex-
ists within each village, but that a central
location - such as the village IRA office -
is needed so that visitors in the villages
can purchase items,

An added benefit of the project mumed
aut to be drawing together people within

the villagee, sy ol whom Tud never
Hllln|.;]|1 Aot conon lrxting thetr edbons lor
dcooperiive project, Bolu said one ol hey
reconmmendiitions will be that artisans in
cach village set wpether weekly 1o work
on thedr atwork. The meetings would en-
courge production as well as give people
i chance 1o share ideas.

“Historically the cash Row has always
pone from the vilkiges 10 Kodiak," Bohi
saicd, "We [ound out that people who were
producing works were doing it as a hab
by, and they don't wanlt 1o set up store-
fronts, They are doing what they love 1o
do whether they make money or not.”

Bohi also said she will recommend that
fishing lodges showcase local anists’ work,
perhaps inviting In some of the artists o
meet with their clients and discuss their
arts and crafts,

Southwest Alaska Municipal Confier-
ence muy be contacted for further infor-
mation on either purchasing craft items or
on the anists’ marketing efforts, Call Heldd
Bohi at 562-7380 or write to 3300 Arctic
Blvd,, Suite 203, Anchorage, Alaska 99503,
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