_Amendn:lent' could all_ow funds fd_r

rural wastewater management

An amendment authored by
Senator Ted Stevens could put
Aloska rural villages in position
ta tap a portion ol o $500 million
fund set aside to oddress special
wastewnter necds,

Stevens' amendment, which
was approved by the Senate Ap-
proprations Conymitiec, wis ol
tached to legislation providing
Y 199 funding Tor the Veter-
ans Admimstration, the Depart -
ment of Housing and Urbin De-

velopment, and independent agen-
LIS,

Before Stevens' amendment,
the legislation made the $500 mil-
lion in wastewaler treatment gronts
availoble 1o cities with special
needs, including those with ex-
traordinarily high sewer rutes, and
Menican border projects. Stevens
amended this language to specih-
cully include Native Amencan and
rural Arctic villages.

Although Stevens' legislation

puts Alaska villages in line for
funds, the measure does not guar-
antee thot villages will receive
granis form this pool. Funiding
for grants must first be autho-
rized in the Senate Environment
and Public Works Committee
prior to May 31, 1994, Stevens
indicated he and Senator Frank
Murkowski will seck an authon-
zation for Alaska programs
through that committee.



