'Subsistence Vs. Development|

(Editors Note: This story
is another article in a con-
tinuing dialogue on the sub-
sistence issue. Comments
are invited from owr readers
on the matter of develop-
ing Native owned lands and
ensuring a subsistence econ-

omy —~ T'R)
By MARGE BAUMAN
ANCHORAGE - “I'm  quali-

fied to know what subsistence
is,” said the panel discussion
member from Galena.

“I've lived it for 57 years
and that's all of my life.”

James  Huntington  paused
briefly, as if waiting for the full
attention of the convention ot
the Alaska Federation of Na-
tives Inc. He had it and he went
on.

“A subsistence life is an In-
dian way of life,” he said. “Itis
a person who uses the land.
the trees for his house and his
snowshoes. . .and the land for
berries. . .to hunt. . .to trap and
to fish.

“The Indian way of life.is a
contented way of life. Although
it was hard, it was a good life,”
said the Athabascan leader, an
outspoken supporter of the sub-
sistence lifestyle.

As Huntington spoke, several
hundred delegates to the conven-
tion looked up and listened in-
tently. In the midst of speeches
on pipeline impact and the de-
tails of the Jand claims settle-
ment, here was a subject to
which nobody needed an intro-
duction.”

“The Indian knows if he kills
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oft everything now there will be
nothing left,” Huntington said.
“The white man came here over
100 years ago and he’s still de-
termined that we live his way of
lite. . .The white man's way of
life is based on dollars. The In-
dian’s way of life is not based
on the dollar,” he said.

Those who came 1o Alaska
for gold and other natural re-
sources got too caught up with
the money, he said. “They were
too concerned for the almighty
dollar. . .got it too close to their
eyes-and they couldn’t see past
the dollar sign,” he said.

From his boyhood, Hunting-
ton recalled  the rivers and
streams of Alaska, “when the
fish were millions upon million.™
He charged that the fishing in-
dustry had ruined itself over
greed for the dollar and that too
late the federal and state govern-
ments were waking up to that
fact.

The constitution says we're
all equal, but they don’t treat us
equal, he said. "It we don’t want
rouads, why do they shove them
down our throats?”

“Let's stop this damn greedi-
ness and get down 1o the busi-
ness of thinking. . .and find out
what's best for the villages,” he
said.

“The people in the village
have cevery right 1o live like they
want to. If people want to come
into the city and live like a white
man, fine and dandy. but if he
wints to stay in the village and
live like an Indian, he has tht
right. That's the best ite any-
way.” he sad

Exccutive  director — John
Schaeffer of NANA Regional
“urporation Inc., another pancl
member, sl spoke strongly 1o
the subsistenic style. “Those
of us who live i e bush, who
live oft the fand ve are conser-
vationists. We 1o be” he

“We may not be able o

continue subsistence forever, but
as fong as we can we'll try to
preserve it,” he said.

“We are not against roads,”
Schaeffer swd. “Fach  willage
would like to have a road from
the airport to the willage. Be-
yond that, we'll have to take a
harder look.™

Perhaps the great difterence
between Huntington and
Schaceffer and fellow panel mem-
bers from the state legislature
Frank Murkowski and Tom Fink
was their attitude toward sub-
sistence.

Fik bluntly predicted that
in another 20 years the Natve
subsistence hunter ot today
would be called a sportsman

Murkowski talked a great deal
about how the land clarms set-
tlement would enhance private
development of the state.

Time and tme again, since
passage of the land claims act
this debate over subsistence ver-
sus economic development has
come into play. Always the Na-
tive is being asked to change his
lifestyle, from his clothing and
language 1o the foods he cats
and the manner i which he ed
ucates his children.  n the name
of progress

So it has been with the fand
claims. a septlement which took
the Alaskan Natives a few years
to gain and will take many more
sears 1o protect. For the debate
etween  subsistence and - cco-
nomic  development  goes on
duwi o every time a youngster
it Laway from home cnes
tor s Jam o the village and
every time business on behalt of
the people torces Native men
il women to travel far from
hoine.

Su when Huntington speaks
out tor subsistence nghts. ol
proud and good heritage. 1h
people listen Teis simply 11 vut
voice of the people askiz the
nght of selt-detcimination.



