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LETTERS FROM HERE AND THERE

(connm‘Jed from page 2)

after work, or the person that

drinks constantly (every day
without becoming staggering
drunk). You see, it's not how

much a person drinks, but rath-
er a person that is to some de-
gree an ‘“‘alcoholic dependent."’

That is what | was up until
July 1965 when | quit drinking.
I didn't use a tapering off meth-
od or anything like that. | just
quit—cold turkey quit. | was
then a fugitive yet from the
charges bringing me to prison.
One would think that the addi-
tional pressures and anxieties of
being a fugitive would make me
drink more than | did. Well, to
be truthful, | did drink more
excessively from April to July,
but from July to November
(when | was arrested on a FBI
fugitive warrant) | didn’t touch
a drop of booze. | ‘‘stayed
clean,’ as it were.

After my arrest | still had ac-
cess to booze. In the county jail
of San Diego, Calif., homemade
‘““pruno’’ was available; when |
was on death row booze was
available, and here at Folsom it
is available (of course, it goes
without saying that the rules and
regulations of the jails and pris-
ons forbid prisoners from imbib-
ing, but it is, nevertheless, made
—the pruno that is.) Not only
have | refused all such offers of
pruno, |'ve tried (without much
success) to get others to turn it
down or quit making it.

Hell, Mr. Rock, if anyone had
suggested or told me that | was
an alcoholic years ago | would
have laughed at them. If they
had persisted | would probably
have punched them right on
their damn nose for sticking it
into my business. I'm beyond
that stage now. | accept the fact
that | was an alcoholic and that
today | am a non-active alco-
holic. | know and realize that |
could probably never function
as a contributing citizen in so-
ciety if | ever began drinking
again. This in itself is enough to
keep me from ever drinking al-
coholic beverages again. | know
all the pitfalls of booze because
I've tripped over them all. From
about the age of 14 to the age of
26 a drinking-person-turned-al-
coholic sees all the nightmares
an alcoholic goes through. And
it's enough to scare the hell out
of one.

I'm not trying to say that
everyone who drinks is an alco-
holic dependent. It would be
foolish of me to do so. Listening
to the outside guests at our Fol-
som Alcoholic Anonymous meet-
ints I've never once heard any-
one. say that everyone who
drinks is an alcoholic. Invari-
ably, they've all made the same
general conclusion that | have—
that if a person is dependent on
booze to function ““properly' he
is an alcoholic. By attending
these meetings, listening to out-
side and inside speakers, and par-
ticipating in the program my-
self, I've gained quite an insight
of myself and my drinking prob-
lem. The AA program, or any
other program orientated to-
wards getting people to whip
their drinking problem, is one
of the best ways | know of for a
person ta lift himself out of the
dungeon of booze. To regain the
trust, respect, pride, and inte-
grity that was lost because he
became an alcoholic. It's no
easy job, | can tell you thaf.
The temptations are always
there, and it is a constant strug-
gle, but a determined person
that has the help of family,
friends, and programs like AA
can do it. And that person will
be a better human being for it.

Once | am freed | plan to
continue with alcoholic preven-
tive programs. Perhaps through
my experiences I'll be able to
help others who have the same
problems that | had years ago.

Now, gefting back to what
I've read and heard about such
preventive programs created for
the Alaska Natives. Is there any
information that you can send
to me, or addresses that | can
inquire of regarding these pro-
grams in Alaska? | may not be
able to be there physically; how-
ever, | can write to these peo-
ple, answer questions, relate ex-
periences, possibly make sugges-
tions for effective operation of
their programs that will get the
results sought after,

As | stated Mr. Rock, | know
what it is to be an alcoholic. If |
can help keep just one person
from going through the night-
mares that I've gone through all
the effort put forth will be well
worth the reward.

In concluding | should men-
tion that both John L. Lom-
bard, and myself, were really
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surprised to see that you had
printed some of our letters to
you. It gives ane a rather strange
feeling to read something he has
written; especially in a newspa-
per with the circulation as your
(the Natives) paper has. Let us
hope that what was said has
been constructive for others.

In response to a letter of
mine that you printed, | heard
from a young lady that | met

briefly in Anchorage over 20
years ago. She is Miss Donna
Miller ~ McAlpine, and s in-
volved in getting the ACT ex-

plained, inter alia, in terms that
just plain old people can under-
stand. As it is, only the legally
trained people can really under-
stand all the legalese of the ACT.
And they have a hard time of it
themselves [ would imagine. The
power of the pen is mighty in-
deed. . .

With hopes of hearing from
you | remain

Very truly yours,

William A. A. Tahl

(An Eskimo)

HE WON'T PAY

December 11,1973
MEMORANDUM
TO: Mitch Demientieff
President
Tanana Chiefs Conference
102 Lacey
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

FROM: Tupou L. Pulu
Acting Director
Native Language Programs
Re: Invoice for trip made by
Allakaket students to Fairbanks
Your bogkkeeper, Sandy
Cummings, sént me an invoice
requesting  the payment of
$453.59 for bills charged to Tan-
ana Chiefs Conference in con-
nection with a recent trip to
Fairbanks by Allakaket students.
| would like to have you know
that | have no intention of pay-
ing for the amount indicated by
your bookkeeper. You see, my
budget made no provision for
board, room, visits to regional
offices, etc. by bilingual stu-
dents. | will, however, pay for
transportation since Velma Si-
mon, the bilingual instructor,
was involved and money to
cover such travels is available.
Furthermore, | did commit my-
self, verbally, to furnishing the
travel money so the trip would
be possible when Mr. Bob Ma-
guire mentioned the subject dur-
ing my recent visit to Allakaket.
It was my understanding
from a phone conversation with
Velma Simon when the group ar-
rived in Fairbanks that you were
supposed to furnish housing,
food (in addition to what they
had brought), etc. Because you
were sick on that Monday they
arrived, | asked the University
to bed and feed them that eve-
ning. | did not know they were
going to reside there for a whole
week! Anyway, upon talking to
Eddie Bergman on Tuesday af-
ternoon after | got there from
here, he said, ‘“Tanana Chiefs 1s
taking care of everything.” I did
mention at that time, too, that
we would take care of the trans-
portation.

To have your bookkeeper

send me the bills is rather sur- -

prising. Don't you think that it is
only fair and square to have
your agency, as well as mine,
share equally in paying for the
expenses incurred by our stu-
dents from Allakaket? | am
quite certain that the bills for
transportation will be more than
what you are asking me to pay
for room and board. | trust,
therefore, that you will pay for
your own bills. .

Sincerely,
Tupou L. Pulu

CC: Tundra Times
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ALLAKAKET AND ALATNA
OPPOSE ROADS

December 12,1973

We. the undersigned. are strongly opposed to
into or

any road or
Allakaket-Alatna

wildlife of which
dependent upon.

cc. Department of Highways

Doyon Limited

Tanana Chiefs Conference

Tundra Times

Daily News-Miner of Fairbanks

The Hon. John Sackett, State Senator

The Hon. William A. Egan, Gov. of Alaska
The Hon. Mike Gravel, U.S. Senator

The Hon. Ted Stevens, U.S. Senator

Federal State Land Use Planning Commission

Bergman Moses, Chief, Allakaket

Ronald Sam, Chief, Alatna

Steven Bergman, Council Member

Stella Hamilton, Alatna Council Member
Irene Henry, Allakaket Council Member

Johnson B. Moses
Laurie Williams
Lindberg Bergman Sr.
Harold David

Janie R. Williams
Bob Maguire

Cora Maguire

Kathy Moses

Bertha Moses

Roger St. John
Flora Bergman
Marguerite Williams
Beulah Moses
Beattus Moses Sr.
Grafton Koyukuk
Amelia Edwards
Edison Williams
Emily Bergman
Andy Simon Sr.
Elliott Koyukuk
Kenneth N. Bergman
Lydia Bergman
Kathy Linus

Kitty David

Elsie Bergman
Hazel Edwards
Elizabeth Bergman
Raymond Koyukuk
Vincent Simon

Laurence Edwards. Council Member

Rudy Moses
David David
Herbie Moses
Velma Simon
Jennie Williams

Carrie Bergman for Annie L. Koyukuk

Caroline Bergman
Linda Williams
Effie Williams

railroad
areas,
Range-Henshaw River-South Fork River.)

We also strongly oppose the proposed Prospect
Creek to Kobuk Road.

With the building of a road or railroad through
the Allakaket-Alatna area would come nothing
but destruction and misuse of the land and its
our

through the

(Alatna River-Brooks

lives are so greatly

Pauline Ned
Simon Ned
Henry Williams Sr
Frederick Ned Sr.
Eliza Ned

Marie Henzie
Clara Sam

Rhea Williams
Joe Williams Jr.
Joe Williams Sr.
Kathleen Williams
Elma Sam

Oscar Nictune Sr.
Phillip Bergman
Alvin Ned
Duncan Weir
Pam Koyukuk




