
Silver Handond Helps Buyers
I

In 1971 ., thethc StileStatcState ot01of AlaskaAlaAlaska-

instituted
"aa"a-

Instituted
"

instituted the SilverStiver HandIIJndland( IdenIden-Iden-

tif

¬.-

tificationtlftcatlOntif ication Program to help buyershuyershuyers-

dlstmgUlsh
buyers-

distinguishdistinguishdlstmgUlsh authentic AlaskaAIJs"aAIJsa" NaNJ-NJNa-NaNJ-

live

Na-

tive

¬-

tivelive handicrafts from mass manmm-mmman-mm-

ufJctured
man-

ufactured
, ¬-

ufacturedufJcturedufJcturedItemsufactureditemsitems .,

The program has been widelywidely-

Jccepted
widely-

acceptedacceptedJccepted by retailers and buyersbuyers-

alI"e
buyers-

alikealikealI"ealIe" "ThroughThrough" the Silver HandIIandIIand-

IdentlflcJtlon
Hand-

IdentificationIdentificationIdentlflcJtlon Program we arcareare-

trymg
are-

tryingtryingtrymg to eliminateehmmate deception asas-

to
as-

toto what is AlaskanAlJsl.anAlJslan. made ,.
" rere-rere-

marked
re-

marked
¬-

marked Nick Carney , head of thethe-

stJte's
the-

state'sstate'sstatesstJte'sstJtes' SilverSilverlandHand\landland\ IdentificationIdent1fIdentification-
Program

cationcation-
ProgramProgram .,

"ForFor" example , totem poles ,

authenticallyauthen tlcally ,. are carved byby-

Southeast
by-

SoutheastSoutheast region Indians fromfrom-

yellow
from-

yellowyellow or red cedar . UnfortunUnfortun-Unfortun-
ately

¬.-

ately ,. some totems on the marmar-mar-

ket
mar-

ket
¬-

ket arearc made of plastic ,. or moldmold-mold-

ed
mold-

ed
¬-

ed wood fibers ,. or are cast inmm-

various
in-

variousvarious plasters . Others are gengen-gen-

uinely
gen-

uinely
¬-

uinely whittled ,. but made inIn-

Japan
in-

JapanJapan .
"

Carney went on to explainexplamexplam-
that

explain-
thatthat baleen , a fibrous materialmatenalmatenal-
from

material-
fromfrom the mouths of some whales ,

isI alsoJbo beinghe1l1g copiedcoplecopiedfitinIIIfit plasticplJ\tlcplJtlcplJtlc-
Genume

plastic-

Genuine
\

GenuineGenume baleenbJleen is generally blackblJckblJck-

with
black-

withwith greygreystreakmggreystreakingstreakingstreakmg ,. or matte orors-

h1l1Y

or-

slimyshinysh1l1Yslimy finishfll\1fll1\ h ItI t is made intoIlltoIllto-
brJcelets

into-
braceletsbraceletsbrJcelets , pendants , model boatshoatshoats-

and
boats-

andand basketsbaskets-
"If

babaskets-
"If

ketskets-

"If"IfIf" you'r-
e

your-
e

you'r-
e

your-
e

you'r-
e

your-
e' buyingbuymg ivory , auau-auau-

thenttc
au-

thentic
¬-

thenticthenttc Alaska Native ivory is ofof-

walrus
of-

walruswalrus ," said Carney "SomeSome"Some-"Some-
times

" ¬.-

times ,. items passedpassedoffoffoffasas AlasAlas-¬.-

kan'InIn' areJre reallyrellI, ) elephantclcphJI1 t ivoryIvor ) ,.

carvedcJrved by handItJndItJndorhandoror machinemldllnenla.hmenlahme, . inIn-

SeJltle
In-

SeattleSeattleSeJltle or the OrientOrlcnt OldOl walruswJlruwalrus-

ivoryivory often01 tell turns to darkerdar"erdarerdar"er-
shJdes

darker-
shades

"
shadesshJdes ,. but it canCJn behe simulatedslO1ulJle ,.

dyeduved with chemical formulastormullformulas-
or

,

orororeveneven coffee ," he addedadadee .

The Silver HandIlJnd Program difdit-ditdit-

ferentrates
ll-llll-

feren
¬-

purchaseNationalferentiatesferentratesferen tlates betweenbetweell the trulytruly-

AIJs"Jn
truly-

AlaskanAlaskanAIJs"JnAIJsJn" andan the imitationImltJtmnImitatlon artiMII-MIIarti-MII-

tact
arti-

tact
¬-

facttact
factAttactAt

At the moment , HenryIlenry TifTlfTif-TifTif-

fany
¬.-

fany , of the AlaskaAIJska Native Arts
& Crafts Co-opCoop- ,. is gearinggeanng a smallsmJIIsmJII-

space
small-

spacespace adadcampaIgncampaign to thistillS decepdecep-decep-

tion
decep-

tion
¬-

tion ,. urgingurgmg prospectiveprospecttve buyersbuyers-
toto question the articlesarttcles theythey-

wish
they-

wishwish to purchase .

"AlaskanAlaskan" designeddeslgne " doesdocs notnot-

necessanly
not-

necessarilynecessarilynecessanly mean handmade byby-

an
by-

anan Alaska Native here mIlin! Alaska ,
"

saidsal TiffanyTlffdllY ., "SometimesSometimes" , asaas-

withwith silver jewelry ,. the designdesign-

may
design-

maymay have been stampedstampe on , outout-

of
out-

ofof the state ," he added .

To make sure thatthJt the SilverSilver-
IlJl1

Silver-

HandHandIlJl1Handstickerstickertlcker is1\11not\ not misusedml\umlu\ e ,. thethe-

state

( he
slatestateIate has its personnelper onnel makem lke< pc-pcpe-pepc-

riodic
pcpe-

yiodic
-.

riodiclodlCyiodic, shoppingshoppmg tours to see thatthJIthJI-
all

that-
allallallitemsitemsllems taggedtaggetaggedarearearc the genuinegellu1l1egellu1l1-
eJrtlcle

genuine-
articlearticleJrtlcle
articleThusJrtlcleThu

ThusThu , the buyer who isI looklook-100look-

ing
'" ¬-

ing1I1g torlorfor authentic AlaskaAla"aAlaa. " NativeNatrveNatrve-

handlcr
Native-

handicrafthandicrafthandlcr af t is assuredassureassuredwhenwhenwhell hehe-

sees
he-

seessees thet he SilverStiver HandIlJndIlJndsHandstickerstickers t Ic"eIce" r oror-

tag
or-

tagtag on the item he wishes toto-

purch
to-

purchasepurchasepurch lse<


