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FUEL CRISIS HITS ALASKAN VILLAGES

LOOKING UP OLD FRIENDS—The annual Head
Start Parents Conference in Fairbanks gave people

an opportunity to get in touch with friends and
relatives in that area.

Head Start Parents Conference Held

The third annual Head Start
Parents Conference in Fairbanks
brought people from as far as
Kake and Barrow to the Head
Start Center on Ft. Wainwright
in Fairbanks on Dec. 6-8

The theme of the conference
was, “Alaska is Unique,” and
Allee Mitchell, director of Child
Development at Southern Texas
University. outlined the special
needs ot children in Alaska
George Spivak, o psychologist
tfrom Philadelphia, spoke on be-
havior and thinking disorders in
children. giving the parents and

Head Start staff ideas on how to
handle children with behaviorial
problems.

More than 30 parents attend-
ed the three-day conference
which was jointly hosted by the
Greater Fairbanks Head Start As-
sociation and the Head  Start
State Technical Assistance and
Training Otfice at Alaska Metho-
dist University (STATO)

Mro BB (Pete) Luttermoser,
director of Program Operations
tor the Ottice of Child Develop-
ment in Seattle, spoke at a ban-
quet at the Officers” Club on

CAP Board Meets

Much  concern  about the
energy needs of bush areas in
the state was expressed by mem-
bers of the RurAL CAP Board
of Directors at their recent meet-
ing. In a busy two-day session in
Anchorage on Dec. 14 and 15,
Loyd Hodson. manager of the
Alaska Village Electric Co-Oper-
ative, told the board that regu-
lations on “fuel allocation must
tully consider the unique situa-
tion of Alaska with severe weath-
erand limited seasonal transport-
ation for developmental activi-
ties. He said that badly needed
programs for housing, schooling,
water, sewer and all forms of
proposed economic development
will stop if adequate basic fuel
and electrical power is not avail-
able. The major supplier of elec-
tricity in the village areas is
AVEC, which covers the largest
geographical area of any utility
in the U.S., serving 48 commu-
nities across Alaska

The board passed resolutions
supporting the. position of AVEC
regarding energy needs in rural
Alaska, and also in attempting
to obtain new Rural Electrifica-
tion Joans.

The agency was told to in-
struct the RurAL CAP regional
corporations to be alert to fuel

problems in villages and imme-
diately inform the central office
of any problem, so that assist-
ance could be rendered

A representative from the Of-
fice of Economic Opportunity
in Seatte, Charles Hodges, ad-
dressed the group, reviewing the
OEO current situation. He com-
mented that the regional office
had approved the RurAL CAP
grant application for 1974, and
funds would probably be forth-
coming in three-month
ments on a continuing resolu-
tion from Congress, but he was
not very optimistic about the
future of OEO after June, 1974,

Regular housekeeping mat-
ters were taken care of, also a
resolution was passed recom-
mending that the State Legisla-
ture increase funding for educa-
tion through the Foundation Act
to meet rapidly increasing needs
of rural primary and secondary
education programs

Two new board members
were seated at this session: Pat-
rick Barnes, special assistant to
the Governor; and Walter Par-
ker, representing the Alaska Mu-
nicipal League.

The next meeting is sched-
uled to be held in Juneau, dur-
ing February

incre-

Thursday evening. and gave a
brief history of Head Start in
Alaska. The theme of Mr. Lutter-
moser’s speech was. “You've
Come a Long Way, Baby." and
the Region X official had praise
for the Fairbanks Head Start
program

Saturday morning saw Barry
Morrisroe trom the Office of
Human Development conduct-
ing training ot parents and statt

in evaluation procedures. Leah
Tolzin, trom the Alaska Treat-
~ment Center i Anchorage. held

a warkshop on toys that parents
could make at home. Other
workshops were headed by Cuarol
Johnson, director ot Child De-
velopment ot Alaska State-Op-
erated Schoals; Eva Kriger, Early
Childhood Specialist tor the Bu-
reau of Indian Aftairs: and Doris
Williams

The conference is an annual
opportunity tor Head Start par-
ents all over the state to share
ideas and compare notes about
programs which are spread in

30 villages and two cities across

Alaska

KEYNOTE SPEAKER—AIllee

. SCIVES

Shortage Will Have

A Severe lmpact

Fighting tor their life Tine of communications, a way

to carn their living. and in many cases where medical

help is needed. their very lives. the people in outlying

areas ot the State are faced with more than the average

inconvenience as the tuel shortage looms

Jim Huntington, Director of
Rur AL CAP's Kovukon Devel
opmient Corporation, s writ-

ten the tollowing letter as a plea
tor the 19 villages his agency
This office iy located
Galena. on the Yukon Rives

The Energy Crisis will put a
serious affect on the bush vil-
lages of Alaska. A cut ingasoline
could and will cause a lot of
hardships for the people hving
in the bush villages.

Some say go back to the dog
team. No one stops to think it
takes at the best three to four
years to raise a dog team that
will enable the people to trap
and haul wood. It takes two
months of fishing with a fish
wheel to feed them, plus, you
have to have gasoline to fish or
without the gas there is no fish.
it takes gasoline to trap with a
snowmachine, otherwise, with
no gas there will be no fur and
no meat

We have to have the gas to
get the fish for the dogs so that
the dogs can haul the wood to

Grant ‘
Awarded
RurAL CAP |

Annoucement has |
been made by Mike Har-
per. executive director of
RurAL CAP, that the Of-
fice of Economic Oppor-
tunity has approved the
1974 grant application,
and funds have been re-
ceived for the first three-
month period.

from
Southern Texas University, addressed the Fair-
banks Head Start Parents Conference on the spe-
cial needs of children in Alaska.

Mitchell

Keep our houses warm

If we use a snowmachine we
will have to have gas to haul the
wood, no matter what way you
do look at the poor people of
the bush. They will need the
gasoline to keep the light going

or either hve in the dark as they
did a thousand years ago

Another important matter to
consider .is the depletion of the
salmon n the nivers of Alaska
The fish 1sn't there to feed the
dogs like 1t use to be. The for
eign countries have a monopoly
on the fish that use to be the
feed for our dogs. If there 1s no
dogs to do the work of the
snowmachines, then, it will mean
we have to have gasohne for our
snowmachmes and outboard mo
tors, or gqo back to hving hke
our ancestors had lived hundreds
of years ago

The air taxi operators also
need gasohne for their bush
planes since ‘there s hardly a
day that goes by that a hfe de
pends on the operators of an
taxis in Alaska. Even the larger
airhines are cutting back. What 15
qgoing to happen to the mail that
15 bringing 1in 80% of the staple
food for the bush villages? There
15Nt enough barge lines to bring
m food for the villages along the
nvers of Alaska, so we do de
pend heavily on the airhnes for
the delivery of our staple food
The airlines deliver at least 50%
of the needs of the bush villages
of Alaska

If we can have the
amount of gasoline we have had
in the bush wvillages this year,
then, we can manage 1t with the
understanding that any new-
comers will have to make their
own arrangements as to ther
need of gasoline. We of the bush
villages cannot make a hving 1f
we do not have gasoline

They will have to take a good
look at Alaska as 1t 1s and how
it 15 going to be when the Pipe-
line 1mpact hits Alaska before
they start any cutbacks on the
gasoline in Alaska. Some people
can take a cut 1n stove o1l but no
one, especially 1n the bush, can
get along without gasoline

same

Fuel prices in the rural arcas
have risen a great deal in some
cases; for example, - the Bris-
1ol Bay area, a 50 gallon barrel
of fuel oil now costs $20 that
used 1o be SI7 In Copper Cen-
ter, a 50 gallon drum used to
cost SI2. now costs SI495; in
Juneau, fuel has risen from 36
to 44 cents per gallon In Font
Yukon, SO gallons of fuel oil
used 1o he S21.30, and now costs
$29; while in Bethel, a gallon of
fuel has hiked from 285 t0 33 3
cents per gallon Kotzebue has
has an 18 per cent raise in prices
since October. In Galena, gas is
up 22 per cent, at 68 cents per
gallon, and heating fuel is up 14
per cent at 42 cents per gallon




