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Music StudyStudy BvBy EthnomusicolosistEthnomusicologistEthn musicol.- omusicol-o. ist
The University of Alaska hashas-

appointed
has-

appointedappointed ethnomusicologistethnomusicoogist! Dr..

ThomasThomJs F . Johnston to supersuper-super-
vise

super-
vise

¬-

vise a program to discover whatwhat-
makes

what-
makesmakes Eskimo ., Athabascan ,

HaidaB.udJBudJ. ., ThngitTlingit ., and TsimshianTsimshian-
music

Tsimshian-
musicmusic unique and differentdlfferenr fromfrom-
eJch

from-
eacheacheJcheJchothereachotherother and from the rest ofof-

the
of-

thethe world'sworlds' musics .

Work has commenced withwith-

field
with-

fieldfield visits to tape-recordtaperecord- songssongs-
and

songs-
andand dances at Point Hope ,. Minto ,.

and Nenana , the recordings thenthen-

being
then-

beingbeing written down ( music andand-

words
and-

wordswords ) by a team of EskimoEskimo-

and
Eskimo-

andand IndianIndlJn students from thethe-

linguistics
the-

linguisticslinguistics andahd music departdepart-depart-
ments

¬.-

ments

-

The immediate goal is to propro-pro-

duce
pro-

duce

¬-

duce the first set ofofschoolschool mumu-mu-

sic

mu-

sic

¬-

sic books for YOUHEYOWlgyoung nativenative-
schoolchildren

native-
schoolchildrenschoolchildren , to whom MaryMarMary-

Had
)

Had A Littlelillie Lamb is less relerele-rele-

vant
rele-

vant

¬-

vant than songs about whales ,

seals ,. huskies , and cariboucaribou-
At

caribou-
At

caribou-
AtAt the Northern Cross-Cul-CrossCulCross.Cul-Cross.CulCrossCul-

tural
Cross.Cul-

tural
CrossCul-

tural
-. -

tural Educational Research SemSem-¬.-

inar on campus recently , bebe-bebe-

fore
be-

fore
¬-

fore an audience of AlaskanAlaskan-
and

Alaskan-
andand Canadian native and non-nonnon-
native

non-
native

non-
native

-

native educators , Dr.. JohnstonJohnston-
pointed

Johnston-
pointedpointed outoul that native singingsmging ,

andalld dancingwncmg is an importantimportntimportnt-
part

important-
part

.!
part of language use and of culcul-culcul-

tural
cul-

tural

¬-

tural identity ,. thattlut the uniqueul1lqueunique-

Continued
ul1lque-

ContInued
unique-

Continued( Continued on Page 6)6)



Music . . .

tContlnued( Continued from page 3)33-

)rhythms
3-

)rhythms
3-

)rhythms

)

rhythms and tunes are more inin-inin-

teresting

¬.-
,

terestingterestl/lgterestllg/ than middle-classmiddleclass- WhiteWlilteWlilte-

schoo
WhiteWhite-

schoolschoolschoo ! music , and thattha t it is timelImelIme-

to
time-

toto stop substitutingsubStltUtll1g environmenenVHonmenenvironmen-environmen-
tally

¬.-

tallytall } irrelevantmelevant Motherlother GooseGoose-

recorded
Goose-

recordedrecorded materialmJterlJI for the genugenu-genm-genmgenu-

IIll

genm-

inc

¬-

ineIIllinc' , live , local10CJIlocalsongssongsungs> and dancesdances-

Iolllch
dances-

"Inchwhich\IolllchIolllch"InchInch\" the childrent.hlldrenthlldren. know existeXIS-
tbut

exist-

butbutbutIohlchwhich\IohlchIohlch\ is ignoredIgnured by ethnoethno-ethno-
centric

¬.-

centriccentnc and culture-boundcultureboundculture.boundcultureboundculture.bound-
White

culturebound-
White

-.

White teachersteacherteachers-
The

teachers-
The

.
The appointmentJppoll1tment: brings thethe-

llnverslty's
the-

l'mversity'sUniversity'sUniversityslln/verslty'sllnverslty'sversltysl'mversity'slmversitys' /
' Music.IuslcIuslc'. DepartmentDepartmentI-

IItO
Department-

intointoIIItO the mainstreammall1stream of effortsefforts-
toto recognizerecogl1lle natives ' culturalcultural-
flght

cultural-
rightsrightsflght\flghtflghtand\ and to tramtrallltrain native stustu-stustu-

dents
¬.-

dents in111 methods of findingftndlOg andand-

preservll1g
and-

preservingpreservingpreservll1g those richnch elementselements-
lit

elements-
ofoflit the folklore heritage which ,

due to aJ: century ofofmisguidedmisguidedmisguided-
missionlzation

misguided-
missionizationmissiomzationmissionlzationmissionization and 'educationeducation'educeduc' tlon ,

,''
have nearly been lost...

Fortunately , thereIhere has of latelate-

been
late-

beenbeen a resurgence of interest in11111-

1the

in-

thethe genuine songs and dancesdJnces ,

especially on the part of politipoliti-politi-

cally
¬'-

callycally conscious sectionssections of thethe-

native
the-

nativenative community , and this ,

combined.ombinedombined. with governmentalgovernmentJI ef-efef-

lorts
ef-

forts
-.

lortsforts such as this appointment ,

willsill\ \ ill help to reversere\crserecrse\ the loss


