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nIn one of thethemoremore exciting primary elections everever-
held

ever-
heldheld in the,he State of Alaska , the race between Rep . RalphRolphRolph-
J

Ralph-
Jj . Rivers and the State House Speaker , Mike Gravel ,

turnedturnedautturnedoutoutaut to bebeaa dramatic one as farfor as some of therherhe-

native

the-

nativenative people were concernedcancemed . In the overalloverallIOteoverallvotevote\IOteIOte\ ofof-
the

of-
thethe-thetheAlaskans-- Alaskans , GravelGravelcameGravelcomecamecome out at the losing end by aa-
mtre

a-
meremeremtre 13001300votesvotes.. The-TheThecontestThe-contestThecontest-' contest also brought out a signisigni-signi-
ficant

signi-
ficant

¬-

ficant development-adevelopmenta- breakaway ofofsiublofsizablesizablesiubl. percentagepercentage-
ofofofnativenative vote from Rivers , a fact that has not been apap-apap-
parent

ap-
parent

¬-

parent to anvany
.

marked degree farfcnfora'aa' greatgreat many years inin-
thlt

in-
thethethlt past .

The race of the two men generated intense interestinterest-
among

interest-
amongamong the native people , especiallyespeciolty in the Arctic , thethe-
Northwestern

the-
NorthwesternNorthwestern , and the Southwestern parts of Alaska .

These areasote-osoteos- areoroore of predominately Eskimo populationpopulatlQnpopulatlQn-
where

population-
wherewhere Gravel hadhadaa distinct advantageCldvantoge ofofvotesvotes overover-
Rivers

over-
RiversRivers .

What were the reasons why the native vote brokebroke-
away

broke-
awayaway from Rivers tolaso GravelGraveGravel ? One of them , ofofcoursecourse ,
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RiversCon-

tinuedCon'I.dConI.dConId(((Continued' .. fromf.ontfont. POQPoPogo.. 11)11-
)was

1-
)was

)

waswaswasthethethethepopularpopular appealappealofof the regional highhighschocthighschoolschoolschoctschoctcanschooltanconcant-antan-, ¬.

cept of which GravelGrovel liadhadhadaa lot to do during the lostlast sesi.sisses-sesses-

sion

. ¬.-

sionsian of the statestat. legislatureI.gislatureIgislature. . This hadhadanan attractive ringring-
to

ring-
toto the native voters to whom education has becomeb.comebcome. aGG-

very

a-

veryvery important goal during the last fewf.wfw. years andandwhowhowho-

had

who-

hadhadhadcriedcriedcriedOlltcriedoutoutOllt for highhighschoolschool facilities closer,. to homohome .

And , too, there had been some opinion among our peoplepltOplpeople-
that

.
that RiversRi vers hadhadnotnot done muchmuc; for them during his tenuretenure-
of

tenure-
ofofofofficeoffice in the many years past :

Another reason disturbing to the native people warewerewere-
remarks

were-
remarksremarks made to the Tundra Times by Rivers regardingregardinregarding-
the

!
the landlandquestionquestion in Alaska . LastLost year , Chief PeterPeter-

John

Peter-

JohnJohn of Minto hadhodhodrequestedhadrequestedrequested Rivers ' assistance whenwhen-
the

when-
thethe people there were making a claim of landlandaroundaroundaround-
their

around-
theirtheirtheirvillagevillage . When askedaskedwhatwhat heh. thought of Minto'sMintosMinto's-
blanket

Minto's-
blanket

'
blanket claimcI\limtcIlimtcIlimtlie\ , helie said he didn'tdidnt' believe in granting suchsuch-
large

such-
largelarge areasoreas . "WhatWhat" would they do with it?" heh . asked .

. , "TheyThey" wouldn'twouldnt' vseuse it . ItItwouldwould just lie there ."
Rivers ' remarks seemedseemedcarelesscareless andandsurprisingsurprising toto-

the

to-

thethe native people . As a result , their ire was arousedarol/sedarolsed/ .

It mademode thenthem look something less than intelligent .

The combination of the above reasons ,. as farfor as ourour-

people

our-

peoplepeople were concerned , camecome close to unseating RiversRivers-
inin the primary . However , the die has been cast for lastlast-
Tuesday's

last-
Tuesday'sTuesday'sTuesdays'' election . The native people who voted forfor-

what

for-

whatwhat they thought was right should be warmlywannly commend ¬.

ededalthoughalthough their wisheswi shes fellfellshortshort by a very slim marginmarmargin-
of

inin-

ofof 1,30013001,300votes, votes . TheTh performanceperfonnance was a goodgoodsignsign of0101-

things

of-

thingsthings to come politically . The folks in the outlyingoutlyinoutlying-

areas
!

areas are beginning to vote with firm convictions: on is¬.

sues and in the long run , this manner ofofusingusingusingyatesusingvotesvotesyatesyates-

should

votes-

shouldshould begin to pay them beneficialbeneficialreturnsreturns for goodgoodef!oodoodefef ¬.,

forts in the political picture ofofourour state .

The promising voting performanceperfonnanc. calls for definitedefinitei-

mprovem

definitei-

mprovementimprovementimprovem nt, however . Perhaps onan attempt should bebe-

made

be-

mademade by native leaders and their organizations to afofaf-afaf-

filiate

¬.-

filiate withwithsistersister associations so that they can workwork-

more

work-

moremore closely together . There is a great dealdealofofofcommoncommoncommon-

ground

common-

groundgroundgroundomangroundamongamongoman ! some of these groups where suchsuchonanon efforteffort-

might

effort-

might
'

might prove greatlygreotly beneficial for allallconcernedconcerned . Per¬.

hapshops a conferencecnference!, of the organizations might be a goodgood-

idea
good-

ideaidea , saysoy in October ,. in whichwhichsuchsuch things might be dis ¬.

cussed . IfIfsuchsuchsuchgsuchaa-ag.athing-- thing is attempted , one of thethemuststhemusts-
should

mustsmusts-
shouldshould be a11; discussion on public relations among thethe-

groups

the-

groupsgroups as wellwelloswellasasos public relations with the peoplep1ople! ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska in general..
We are making a goodgoodstartstart . We should leave nono'roo-

m'-room
r-
oom'-room

r-
oom'. room for satisfactionsati sfaction at the present time for our fledglingfledgling-

political

fledgling-

politicalpoliticalpoliticaleffortsefforts until they begin to pay us returnsrtturtli inin-

benefits

in-

benefitsbenefits . This can '-
only

o-

nly'-
only

o-

nly'-
only

o-

nly' come when rriore1J10remore concertedconcertedatat ¬.

tempts are made andandwhichwhichwhichareare worthworthaa great deal to usliSliS-

In

us-

Inin our future . The pooling ofofstrengthstrength is neededneedednownow soso-

It

so-

itit can help us in oarour endeavors for self-improvementselfimprovementself-. improvement infnfn-

days

In-

daysdays to comecom ..
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