
Post secondary rural education
(L'ditor'sLditorst'dllur'stdllursEditor'sEditors.'' ' Note : Three weeksWI'IWIIweeks-

ago
' ' SS-

aguagoagu ,. l.aurylaury. RobertsRuberts lookedluoked atat-

the
at-

thethe status of elementary andand-

secondary
and-

secondarysecondary educationeducatwn inIII ruralrural-
areas

rural-
areasareas As a followupfol/owupfolowupJollowup/ ,. RobertsRoberts-
gives

Roberts-
gives an overviewoverVlell ' ojof - ¬-gives post-seconpostseconpost-secon-postsecon-postseconpostsecon-
dary

postsecon-
darydary and adult learninglearnmg inm thethe-

bush
the-

bushbush )

In the( tic past couple of yearsyears-

Alaska
years-

AlaskaAlaska has ranked nearly thethe-

lowest
the-

lowestlowest in111 the nation in the grogro-gro-

wth
gro-

wth
¬-

wthwthofof financial support forfor-

educatwn
for-

educationeducationeducatwn And it looks likelike-

the
like-

thethe next couple of years won- 'two- ntwon- 'two- ntwon't- bewon- 'two- ntwon't- be'

be any different ..

"ThereThere" has been no new acaaca-aca-

demic
aca-

demic
¬-

demic or vocational programs inin-

the
in-

thethe last three years of any subsub-sub-

stance
sub-

stance

¬-

stance ," says Pat O'RourkeORourke' ,

UniversityUniver'sitUniversit' of Alaska ( UA ) chanchan-¬-

cellorCelllH lorfor community ,. college'scollegeseolleg6eolleg6-
and

colleges-

and

'

andandruralruralruraleducatIOneducation . We'reWere'
justJust-

trymg
just-

tryingtryingtrymg to keep pace with expanc'pancpanexpan-expan-

ding
"' ¬.-

dingthng enrollments .
"

Post secondaryecundary ruralrur,11rur11, educaeduca-educat-

IOn
educa-

tion

¬-

tion faces the same problem asJas-

thethe lower grades althoughalthoughJCIfacifaci-faci-

lities
( JCI-JCIJC-

Ilitles

¬-

litieslitles may be availableJvallahle ,, moneymoney-

to
money-

toto bolster academic programsprogrm1l\progrm1lprogrm1l-
wltfHn

programs-
within \withinwltfHn the buildingshlllldlllgs is notnot-

With
not-

With
not-

WithWithWithaa. 15 per cent enrolenrol-enrol-

lment
enrol-

lment
¬-

lment growth ,. ad 16 per tentlentlent-
budget

Lent-

budgetbudget hikeluke request lorfor nextnexlnexl-
ye

nex-
tyear'will-'"-

will
w- ill"yearyeyear'willyearwillr-'wllir'wlliwlli" do littlehttle more thanIhanIhan-

allow
than-

allowallow the community collegecollege-

system
college-

systemsystem to keep pacep.eepee. with in111-111in-in11-

1Ila

in-

flation
¬-

flationIla tlon .,

And , in orderurder to raise adad-adad-

ditional
ad-

ditional
¬-

ditionalditionalcashcash , the UA BoardBoardofofof-

Regents
of-

RegentsRegents will soon endorse a tuiIUI-IUItui-tui¬-

tiontlon increaseIIIcrease , meaningmeal1lng it willwill-

cmt
will-

costcostcmt students about.boutbout. SI5185IHS85 perper-

Cl11ester

per-

semestersemester\Cl11esterCl11ester\ to10 even walk throughthrough-
Ihc

through-
thetheIhc classroomdassroom doorsdoors-

O'Rourke
doors-

O'Rourke
doors-

O'RourkeO'RourkeORourke'
is responsible lorforlor-

II
for-

IIII ol01of the 12 communitytol11lllunlty: col-colcol-

leges
colCol-Col-Coll-

eges
-:,

legesIcgelegessetinmset the statest.testte. NorthwestNorthwc\tNorthwctNorthwct-
Nomc

Northwest-
Nome

\
( NomeNomc ) , PrincePnnte: WilliamWlilldll1 SoundSound-

Val

Sound-

Valdes( Valde/ValdeValdesValdeKuskokwirnVal del/ ) , KuskokwirnKuskokwllll ( BethelBcthel )),,

Mal-SuMalSuMat-SuMat-- ( PalmerPJlmer ) ,, Kot/ebueKotebueKoleoueKotrebue!/ , SitSit-

kJ
Sit-

kakakJ ,., FairbanksFJlrbJnks , KetchikanKelchlkdn ,. Anl-

IHH.ge

AIILAnlAntAnt-

horagehorageIHH.geIHHge. , KenaiKen"lKenl" andJnd KodukKodlJJKodiakKoduk-
O'Rourke

Kodiak-

O'Rourke's
.

O'RourkeORourkeO'RourJ.e\ORourJ.eO'RourJ.eORourJeO'Rourke'sORourkesO'RourJ.em"l11' . '-

s
s'\ mainm"l11ml11" prioritypnorlty torlorfor

DKO19801') O is to hirelure faculty lorlurfor lliethethe-

Koleblle
the-

Kotteb.ieKot/ebueKotebueKoleblleKotteb.ieKottebie!/ . and.ndnd. Valde/ValdeValdeiValdesitesV .IdelIdel. / sitesI tes HisIHis-

next
lislis-

nexnextnex t agenda item is to beef upup-

staft
up-

staffingstaffingstaftngstaftng in the 10 UA ruralruralnruralexexn-nex-exnt-

ensIOn
ex-

tension

¬-

tension centerscenlers , whichwhllh provideprovide-
basic

provide-
basicbasic adulta ultultedlltatJoneducationedlltatJon: , and.nn. to1010-

See
to-

See( See POST , Page Ten )
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establish a new center in Mc-McMc-

Grath

Mc-

Grath

Mc-

Grath

- ,-

Grath .

Under Gov . Jay Hammond'sHammondsHammond's-
"hold

Haminond'sHaminondsHaminond's-
"hold

'

"holdhold" the line " budgetbudgbudgt t , it isI-

Sdoubtful
is-

doubtfuldoubtful that those new posi-posiposi-

tionswjll
POS-

ItlOnt

posi-

tionawu

-

tions-wjlltionswjlltlOnttiona-wutionawu:--
°Ithbebe granted .

"YouYou" can- 'tca- ntcan- 'tca- ntcan- 'tca- nt' say educationeducallon inIn-

rural
in-

ruralrural Alaska is cost effective ,

particularly whamwh6alwhom compared toto-

urban
to-

urbanurban education . " says O'Rour-O'RourORourO'Rour-
ke

O'Rour-
ke

O'Rour-
ke

' -

ke ., "ButBut" we just take a broaderbroader-
perspective

broader-
perspectiveperspective and take advantageadvantage-
ofolof talentstalen ts in the village so we cancan-

reach
can-

reachreach that delicate balance ofofrororo-roro-

tating
ro-

tating

¬-

tating programs without satursatur-satur-

ating

¬.-

atingatmg our clientele . "

But money is not the onlyonly-

problem
only-

problemproblem confronting rural seconsecon-secon-

dary
secon-

dary
¬-

dary education . "EveryEvery" comcom-com-

mumty
com-

munity

¬-

munitymumty wants a college ," sayssays-

O'Rourke
says-

O'RourkeO'RourkeORourke'
. "ButBut" the numbersnumbers-

aren't
numbers-

aren'taren'tarent' adequate . I'mIm'' notnol suresure-

that's
sure-

that'sthat'sthats'' the best method .
"

"SinceSince" the firstfrstf rst thrust in

1972 ., herethere( hasn'thasnt' been a concon-con-

tmuIng
con-

tinuing

¬-

tinuingtmuIng philosophic threadthreadononon-

rural
on-

ruralrural education because of thethe-

reorga0l7ation
the-

reorganizationreorganizationreorga0l7ation of UA ," he concon-con-

tinues
con-

tinues

¬-

tinues . "FranklyFrankly" , there'stheres' been a

lack of planning for rural educaeduca-educa-

tion

¬.-

tion . It'sIts' been a shotgun apap-apap-

proach
ap-

proach

¬-

proach "
Under a bill introducedintroduced in thethe-

siate
the-

statestatesiate Senate this ., session.s4sions4sion.$ , highhigh-

schools
high-

schoolsschools would be given thethe-

authority
the-

authorityauthority to offer adult basicbasic-

education

basic-

educationeducation courses , which couldcould-

place

could-

placeplace another question markmark-

over

mark-

overover the purview of UA .

The chancellor says the ultiulti-ulti-

mate

ulti-

mate

¬-

mate plan is to organize all adultadult-

rural

adult-

ruralrural education as a separateseparate-
college

separate-
collegecollege of UA which can offeroffer-

accredited

offer-

accreditedaccredited degree programs .

One lawmaker who has beenbeen-

aa force behind getting rural eded-eded-

ucatIOn

ed-

ucation

¬-

ucation programs through thethe-

legislature

the-

legislaturelegislature is Sen . Frank FerFer-Fer-

guson

Fer-

guson

¬-

guson (D-KotzebueDKotzebue- ) . FergusonFergFerguson-

contends
sonson-

contendscontends the bush has nevernever-

been
never-

beenbeen served well by UA . He hashas-

introduced

has-

introducedintroduced a bill establishingestablishing-
twotwo grades of free adult educaeduca-educa-

tion
educa-

tion

¬-

tion beyond grade 12 . The meamea-mea-

sure
mea-

sure

¬-

sure would also provide educaeduca-educa-
tion

educa-
tion

¬-

tion for pre-schoolerspreschoolers- .

"O'RourkeORourke" ' says we needneed-

more
need-

moremore studies ," observes FerguFergu-Fergu-

son
Fergu-

son

¬-

son , "butbut" that slows down thethe-

possibili
the-

possibilitypossibilitypossibili ty of doing something

by at least fivefve. years .,
"

Ferguson .sayssayssays hisIus billbillISisI-
Sfor

is-

forfor those who will continue toto-

live
to-

livelive in their home village . Heliefielie-

says

fie-

sayssays it would allow drop outsouts-

to

outs-

toto pick up on vocational skillsskills-

and

skills-

andand offer extra schoolingschoollllg toto-

young

to-

youngyoung adults before they go onon-

to

on-

toto college . ... ', or";
"UAUA" UA

<
ISis'veryisveryis' veryvery reluctant to putput-

more

put-

moremore programs out therethere-

They're
there-

They'reThey'reTheyre' basically looking at exex-exex-

pansion

ex-

pansion

¬-

pansion in Fairbanks and AncAnc-Anc-

horage

Anc-

horage

¬-

horage ," FejFergusonuson says .


