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By NEIL DAVISDAVIS-

The
DAVIS-

The
DAVIS-

TheThe European rabbits on Middleton Island in the GulfGulf-
of

Gulf-
ofof Alaska andandonon Umnak , Rabbit and Hog Islands in thethe-

Aleutians
the-

AleutiansAleutians have an involvedi volved history which began about twotwo-

million
two-

millionmillion years ago . Then , they inhabited Africa , Asia andand-

North
and-

NorthNorth America , later entering South America during the iceice-

age
ice-

ageage era a few tens of thousands of years ago .

Phoenician traders found the forefathers of the Middle-MiddleMiddle-

ton
Middle-

ton
Middle-

ton
-

ton and Aleutian rabbits in Spain about three thousandthousand-
years

thousand-
yearsyears ago . The rabbits became an item of trade and soonsoon-

were
soon-

werewere domesticateddomesticatedallall over Europe . There , different breedsbreeds-
were

breeds-
werewere evolved . Released in England by the Normans to growgrow-

wild
grow-

wildwild , the domesticated rabbits soon took over and were aa-

dominant
a-

dominantdominant pest for a thousand years . Introduced into AusAus-Aus-

tralia
Aus-

tralia
¬-

tralia , the European rabbits soon were devastating pasturepasture-
land

pasture-
landland there , tootoo .

Once released , the European rabbit multiplies and doesdoes-

well
does-

wellwell in places where there is open grassland and not tootoo-

many
too-

manymany controlling predators such as fox , coyote or wold .

Grassy islands seem to be especially suitable . Consequently ,
European fatbitsnbbitsThbbits have done well on the comparativelycomparatively-
drydry San Juan Islands of the Puget Sound area and on MidMid-Mid-

dleton
Mid-

dleton

¬-

dleton Island and several other islands in Alaska .

Harvestable populations of European rabbits have evolvevolv-evolv-

ed

evolv-

ed

¬-

ed from unknown numbers introduced on Umnak Island in

1930 and on Rabbit Island in 1940 . Three female andandoneoneone-

male
one-

malemale rabbit placed on Middleton Island in 195419 :>4 multipliedmultiplied-
like

multiplied-
likelike rabbits until their descendants numbered between
33,6003600,600 and 7,0007000, in 1961..

There also have been successful transplants 'ofof'of snowshoesnowshoe-
hares

snowshoe-
hareshares onto Kodiak Island and several Aleutian islands ,

but introductions of hares andandrabbitsrabbits to the wet , forestforest-forest-

ed

¬.-

ed islands of Southeast Alaska have been unsuccessful ..
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