
Peter McDonald :

"'PenPen"Peni"PeniPen"' proves mightiertRiglttierththann the llancenee ""
ANCSA .:' An unsacred trust.atrusta.. . . series of arti-

cles
arti-

cles
artiarti-¬-

cles by Paula Schiller exploring threats toto-

Alaska
to-

AlaskaAlaska Native lands based on speeches and-

discussions
and-

discussions
and

discussions recoredreeored at the 1980 AFN conven-

tion
conven-

tion
convenconven-¬-

tion . Paula Schiller produces ""ChinookChinook "
, aa-

program
a-

programprogram on Native Affairs for KVAC-FMKVACFMKUAC-FMKUAC-- !inin-

Fairbanks
nn-

FairbanksFairbanks . The program can be heard onon-

many
on-

manymany stationsslations throughout the statestate-

PartPart Two : Let'sLets' Make a DeDeal-

In

DeslDealll-

InIn the philosophy of Peter McDonald , thethe-

pen
the-

penpen wielded in Washington , D.CDC. . has provedproved-

mightier
proved-

mightiermightier than the Indian lance . McDonald isis-

chairman
is-

chairmanchairman of the NavNavajojo Tribal Council andnd

chairman of the Council of Energy ResourceResource-
Tribes

Resource-
TribesTribes . CERT is a coalition of 252S south-
western

south-
western

southsouth-¬-

western tribes which have energy resourcesresources-

and
resources-

andand water rights on their reservations and onon-

land
on-

landland they control.. The object of CERT is toto-

keep
to-

keepkeep that control in the hands of the tribes .

This is by no means an easy mission . McMc-

Donald
Mc-

Donald
Mc-Mc¬-

Donald told the 1980 convention of thethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska Federation of Natives that there areare-

many
are-

manymany people , corporationscorporanons and even statestate-

and
state-

andand federal governments who want whatwhat-

little
what-

littlelittle the Native Americans have left .

LikeUke Willie. Hensley who spoke before him ,
McDonaJMdonaIMcDonal) wished., the conventionQnvcntioa to Wlder-
stand

under-
stand

underWlder-Wlderunder-¬-
stand the historical roots of what he termed ,
the new AmericaAmerica.lAmericalAmerican.*! Indian wars . The new

struggle is for Native owned resources andandIt'SIt'S-

be
it'sitsit's-

being ''bebeing109 fought inm congress , in10 legislaturesleglSiatures and 10-

the
in10in-

thethe courtscouns . McDonaldMcDo\aldMcDoaldMcDortald!\ doesn'tdoesnt' thinkthmk thesethese-
battles

these-
battlesbattles are beingbemg fought any more fairlyfarrly thanthan-
those

than-
thosethose of the 1800's1800s' .

The capsulecapS11le historylustory McDonald outlinedoutlmedoutlined-
starts

outlmed-
startsstarts with Native AmericansAmencans owningowrung all thethe-
land

the-
landland in the UnitedUntted States . They hadhadwarswars ,

were relocated and pushed farther backbackOnto-
land

backontoback-OntobackOntobackonto-
land

---ontoonto
land the whites didn'tdidntdldn'tdldnt' want yet . After a timetunetune-
the

tune-
thethe whiteswhrtes would discoverdiscovet somethingsomethmg onon-

Indian
on-

IndianIndian land they wantedwantedandand the IndiansIndians-
would

indians-
wouldwould be moved againagaxn , until they now controlcontrol-
less

control-
lessless than one percent of the land they onceonce-
had

once-
hadhad .

( ContinuedContlnu.tContlnut. on &FifePa&ePaePage Four )



. ""PenPen Proves Mightier than the Lance"
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McDonald'sMcDonalds' assessment ofof-

the
of-

thethe situation is bluntblunt"WhenbluntWhenblunt"When-
the

., ""WhenWhen"When-

thethe people of the Umted-
StJ

UnitedUmtedUnited-
StatesStJStateste . thoughtthought they hadhad-

squeezed
had-

squeezedsqueezed out everything wewe-

had
we-

hadhad from us , Includlnincludingmcludmgmcludmgourourour-
I.lnd

our-
landlandI.lndIlnd. and resources ,. they-

sort
theythey-

sortsort of leflleft us alone WeWe-

hJd
We-

hadhddhJdhad no more sex appeal "."
That state of benignbemgn ne-

gleL
ne-

gleLt
ne-

gleu
ne-ne-

gleugleLgleLtI lasted until just rere-

cenlly
re-

cently
re-re¬-

centlycenlly when ,. McDonaldMcDonald-
said

McDonald-

salsalsaid<J.., ""TheyThey learned we had-
some

hadhad-

somesome ooil and gas , uranIUm-
and

uraniumuranium-
andand coal on our reserva-
lion

reserva-
tions

reservareserva- ¬-

liontions. "" Once again , he said ,

theythe ) began to re-activatereactivatere-actlvateactlvatereactivate-
the

reactlvate-
the

-

the IndianImlan! wars ""TheyThey feelfeetfeet-

comfortable
feel-

comfortablecomfortable that they wIll-

win

willwill-

winwin again ,:"' McDonald said ,

""thisthis war is in their forum ,

inm theirIhelr language andami beforebefore-
their

before-
theirtheir judges -- not ours ".

For the most part , that ss-

what
s-

whatwhat has happened inm thethe-

lower
the-

lowerlower 48 McDonald thinksthinks-

the
thinks-

thethe same is goinggomg on In-

Alaska
in-

Alaska
mIn

Alaska when ,. ""OnceOnce upon aa-

lime
a-

timetimelime you had over 300300-

million
300-

mllhonmillionmllhon acres of land - allall-

yours
all-

yoursyours They didn'tdidnt' pay-

much
paypay-

muchmuch attention to you bebe-

cause
be-

cause
be-be¬-

cause there really was nono-

sex
no-

sexsex appeal in all that snow ""

They didn'tdidnt' become inte-
rested

inte-
rested

inteinte-¬-
restedrestedinmIn Alaska untilunW theythey-
dIScovered

they-
discovereddiscovered gold , UmbertimbertlmberoLl, oil ,

gas , coal and uraniumuramum ..

""ThenThen all of a sudden theythey-
want

they-
wantwant to make a deal , " Mc-

Donald
Mc-

Donald
McMc-¬-

DonaldDonaldsaidsaidsaid-

The
said-

The
said-

TheThe bad news is that-
when

thatthat-
whenwhen the government-
makes

governmentgovernment-
makesmakes a dealdealwithwith Indians ,

the Native AmericansAmencans areare-

setup
are-

setupset-upsetup- to lose In Alaska ,

McDonald said he under-

stands
under-

stands
underunder-¬-

stands the ""goodgood deal is-

that
I-

Sthat
is

that they have left youyou-
with

you-
withwith 25 percent of the landland-
you

land-
youyou had and they devised a-

beautiful
aa-

beautifulbeautiful scheme by whichwhich-
maybe

which-
maybemaybe they'lltheyll'' get that too .. ''

They won'twont' !petIetget it by send-

Ing

send-

ing

sendsend--¬-

ing the calvary , Instea-
dthey'l

insteadinstead-
they'llthey'lltheyllthey'ltheyl'' send the bnefcase-
bngade

briefcasebnefcasebriefcase-
brigadebrigadebngade . McDonald said ,

""They'reTheyre' going to do every-
thing

every-
thmg

everyevery-¬-
thingthmg they can by legISlativ-
emethods

legislativelegislative-
methodsmethods or judicial propro-
cesses

pro-
cesses

pro-pro¬--

cesses to make sure thatthat-
you

that-
youyou don'tdont' keep what I-
Snghtly

isis-

rightlyrightlynghtly yours -- what httle-
they

littlehttlelittle-
they

. ,
they have left you with "

""TheyThey ' is the federalfederal-
government

federal-
governmentgovernment ,. although McMc-

Donald
Mc-

Donald
Mc-Mc¬-

Donald advises NativesNatlves toto-

watch
to-

watchwatch out for big corpora-

tions
corporat-

IOns
corporacorpora-¬-

tions and greedy indivIduals-
as

individuals
as well AccordingAccordmg to

McDonald , the state govern-

ments
govern-

ments
governgovern-¬-

ments are also to be regard-
ed

regard-
ed

regardregard-¬-
ed as potentially hostile . InIn-

New
In-

NewNew Mexico , he says , ""WeWe"We-

are
"We-

areare always fighting aboutabout-
jurisdiction

about-
jurisdlctJonjurisdictionjurisdlctJon over who hashas-

the
has-

thethe rightnght to saysaywhowho cancan-

hunt
can-

hunthunt and fish , who is goinggoing-

toto collect taxes and who IS-

gOing
isis-

goinggoing to run the schools .
'.

As to ththee fedfederaleral govern-
ment

govern-
ment

governgovern-¬-
ment ,' McDonaldMcDonaldmistrustsmistrusts-
its

mistrustsmistrusts-
itsits motives . He says itIt-

doesn
it-

doesndoesn t always act like a-

faithful
aa-

faithfulfaithful trustee because thethe-

federal
the-

federalfederal government has aa-

constJtuency
a-

constituencyconstituencyconstJtuency it listens to .

Peter McDonald says thisthis-
constJtuency

this-
constituencyconstituencyconstJtuency is always com-
plaining

com-
plaining

comcom-¬-
plaining about money beingbeing-
given

being-
givengiven to the Indians , aboutabout-
why

about-
whywhy the federal governmentgovernment-
letslets the Indians controlcontrol-
their

control-
theirtheir lands and about uSing-

tax
usingusing-

taxtax dollars to support NaNa-

live
Na-

tive
Na-Na¬-

tivelive Americans . This is thethe-

vOice

the-

voicevoice the feds pay attentionattention-
toto .

One of the weapons thethe-

government
the-

governmentgovernment uses is paper-
work

paper-
work

paperpaper-¬-
workworkattachedattached tto() federalfederal-
programs

federal-
programsprograms . McDonald said ,

""TheyThey send tons of forms ,

""mm"rnrn hopes that maybe you-
will

youyou-
willwill not adhere to the manymany-
regulations

many-
regulationsregulations and guidelines

they send out from Wash-

ington
Wash-

ington
WashWash-¬-

ington .."" Of course ,. if thethe-

contracting
the-

contractingcontracting corporationscorporations-
don't

corporations-
don.tdon'tdontdon.t'. follow the rules to the-

letter
thethe-

letterletter , they must pay the-

penalty
thethe-

penaltypenalty .

(For more of the wit andand-

wisdom
and-

wisdomwisdom of Peter McDonaldMcDonald-

onon the subject of paper-

work
paper-

work
paperpaper-¬-

work , please see boxedboxed-

story
boxed-

storystory on this page . )

Another way the federalfederal-
government

federal-
governmentgovernment drains the cor-

porations
cor-

porations
corcor-¬-

porations is by setting upup-

what
up-

whatwhat McDonald called aa-

"double
a-

"double""doubledouble standard .
,"" He sayssays-

it
says-

itit is rediculousredlculous to give thethe-

corporations
the-

corporationscorporations money , teUtentelltell-

them
ten-

themthem to become selfselfsuffi-
cient

self-suffiselfsuffiself-suffi---uffi-

clent
uffi-uffi¬-

cientclent and profitable andand-

then
and-

thenthen expect them , to pro-
vide

propro-pro-
vide

-¬-

vide the social service thethe-
pe

the-

peoplepepeople<wle need out of cor-

poration
cor-

poration
corcor-¬-

poration profits in pro-
viding

propro-pro-
viding

-¬-

viding social services whenwhen-

the
when-

thethe Chrysler CorporationCorporation-
doesn't

Corporation-
doesn'tdoesn'tdoesnt' have to worry aboutabout-
the

about-
thethe welfare of anyone exex-

cept
ex-

cept
ex-ex¬-

cept the stockholders whowho-
are

who-
areare constantly asking forfor-

dividends
for-

dividendsdividends every quarter ? '""'
The next question is , ""DoDo"Do-

you
"Do-

youyou think the federal gogo-

vernment
go-

vernment
go-go¬-

vernment wwillll bail you out-
if

outout-
Ifif one of your corporationscorporations-
goes

corporations-
goesgoes bankrupt like ChryOuy-OuyChry-¬-

sler ?" an unqualifiedunqualifiednono ,,
McDonald says , "."theythey.they wantwant-

to
want-

toto buy it from you at halfhalf-
price

half-
priceprice .".

So , bankruptcy is a dan-
ger

dan-dandan-
ger

dandan-¬-
ger , everybody is out to re-

lieve
re-

lieve
re-rere ¬-

lieve the Native populationpopulation-
of

'
of its natural resources ;, and-
you

andand-
youyou can'tcant' even trust your-
own

youryour-
ownown tustee . Coming from-
an

fromfrom-
anan old political hand likelike-
McDonald

like-
McDonaldMcDonald , that'sthats' a bleakbleak-

warning
bleak-

warningwarning . He'sHes' serious whenwhen-

he
when-

hehe says there has never beenbeen-

aa time when the threat toto-

survival
to-

survivalsurvival was greater . He'sHesHe's-

afraid
He's-

afraid

'

afraid that if PresidentPresidenPresident-

Carter's
tt-

Carter'sCarter'sCarters' energy program I-
Sthe

isis-

thethe moral equivalent of war ,

then it alsoIDSO means a newnew-

Native
new-

NativeNative American war forfor-

Native
for-

NativeNative control of a largelarge-

amount
large-

amountamount of energy resour-
ces

resour-
ces

resourresour-¬-
ces .

McDonald'sMcDonalds' advice is toto-

make
to-

makemake sure , through educa-

tion
educa-

tion
educaeduca-¬-

tion , training and vigilancevigilance-

that
vigilance-

thatthat Native resources stay-

under
staystay-

underunder Native control . In-

the
InIn-

thethe southwest ,, they havehave-
found

have-

foundfound it necessary to bandband-
together

band-
togethertogether in the Council ofof-

Energy
of-

EnergyEnergy Resource Tribes andand-

McDonald
and-

McDonaldMcDonald called on Alas-

kan
Alas-

kan
AlasAlas--¬-

kan Natives to work toto-

gether
to-

gether
to-to¬-

gether in the village andand-
regional

and-
regionalregional corporationsoorporations andand-

with
and-

withwith the Indians of thethe-

lower
the-

lowerlower 48 to put up a unitedunited-

front
united-

frontfront .

McDonald'sMcDonalds' final cautioncaution-
concerns

caution-
concernsconcerns Native exploita-

tion
exploita-

tion
exploitaexploita-¬-

tion of Native resources .

He asks , ""ShallShall we eat ,

drink and be merry now ?

Shall we sell off our assets ,

strip-minestripmine--- our coal and par-
take

par-

take
parpar-¬-

take of the American dreamdream-
at

dream-
atat least once in our history ,

or , shall we use our bargain-
ing

bargain-
ing

bargainbargain-¬-
ing power , now , to purchasepurchase-

for
purchase-

forfor our children and ourour-
children's

our-
children'schildren'schildrens' children , ta futurefuture-

with
future-

withwith dignity , with securitysecurity-

and
security-

andand with fulfillment . ? ""
Concluding his speech ,

McDonald said , ""WeWe mustmust-
ever

must-
everever be mindful of the wis-

dom
wis-

dom
wiswis-¬-

dom of our forefathers whowho-

teach
who-

teachteach that the frog does not-

drink
not-

drink
not

drink up the pond in whichwhich-

he
which-

hehe lives . "


