
Letters to the Tundra Times

Gone toto-

extremesextremesetremes%
extremesOctober

October 23 , 19801980-

MrMr . Joe McGinniss
42 South StreetStreet-

Williamstown
Street-

WllIiamstownWllIiamstownWilliamstown , Mass . 0126701267-

DearDear Mr McGinniss '

ThIS letter may not be ISasIS-

Interesting
as-

interestingInteresting as your book but atat-

least
at-

lelStlelStleast It will be truthtruthfulrutrut-

It
.

It WISwas qUite obvious thatthat-

the
that-

thethe person you referndreferred to ISasIS-

Ollve
as-

OliveOllveOlive Cook In your book ""GolnlGolnl"GoingGoing"Golnl-
to

"Going-

toto Extremes " was myself .

When I Invited you to comecome-

to
come-

toto my village I did not knowknow-

you
know-

youyou were going to use me andand-

my
and-

mymy tamllyfamily In YOUtyour book . AtAt-

first
At-

firstfirst I was delighted when II-

heard

I-

heardheard that an excerpt from thethe-

book
the-

bookbook appeared In the Septem-

ber
SeptemSeptem-.-

herber 20th Anchorage DailyDally News .

"However after I.dlngIdlngreading.adlng it I wWISwasWI-
Sshocked

was-

shocked
§

shocked and amazed th.tthtthat. youyou-

took
you-

tooktook edvantaaeadvantage of me and mymy-

famUy's
my-

family'sfamilyfamUy'sfamUysfamily'sfamilys' s hospitalitybospltallty .

I found ia lot of that segseg-

ment
seg-seg¬.-

ment about the villagevill1llle and thethe-

attitude
the-

attitudeattitude of me and imy- famUyfamily- - to-

be most blghlyhighly exaggerated and-

or
and-

or
and-andand/-{/-

or fabricated .
In writing thisthla letter I wouldwould-

like
would-

likelike to clear up tomeIOmesome of the mis-

conceptions
mismilmis-¬.-

conceptionscOnceptiOIIl that someIOme peoplepeople-

would
people-

wouldwould haveblVe after reading thethe-

chapter
the-

chapterchapter about ""TheThe"TbeTbe Village" In-

your
inin-

youryour book .

First ofot allall,, I objected to yoUt-

referring
youryoUtyour-

referringreferring to me asu being ""drunkdrunk"drunk-
and

"drunk-
andand stoned " whenwben I Invited youyou-

In

you-

inin WashingtonWashmgton , D.CDC. . I wasWIS ofof-

lOund
of-

soundlOundsoundminrf mindmind and bodvbody when I!I-

extended

I-

extendedextended my invitationinvitationI. J-II- hadhad-

heard

had-

heardheard that you were goinglolnl toto-

be

to-

bebe in Bethel the same time II-

would

I-

wouldwouldould be home for ChnstmChnstm-
ication

ChristmasChristmas-

vacation
Christmas-

vacationvacationication to10so I1 Invited you . II-

knew

I-

knewknew you were coming and toldtold-

my
told-

mymy family about It . IfU they hadhad-

objected
had-

objected. objected to that I would havebavehave-

told' told you not to come whenwben youyou-

called
you-

calledcalled from Bethel prior toto-

coming
to-

comingcoming to the village . AboAlso , youyou-

would
you-

wouldwould be thenthere duringdutlng RussianRussian-

Orthodox
Russian-

OrthodoxOrthodox ChristmasCbrlstmu - Slavic .

I remember making a pointpoint-

about
point-

aboutabout it because I thought itit-

ould
It-

would
It-

wouldwouldould be exciting andJ "uniqueunique-
for

unique-
for

- '

forr you to experieexperience one ofof-

the
of-

thethe highlighthighhghtahighlights! of winter in thethe-

village

the-

villagevillage . The singingstnglnl of IOnll-
ldon't

songsIOnlllsongs-

don'tdon'tdont' start until all the singers-

and
slngell-

and
slngenslngellsingers

(and people ) are ,gatheredathered Il1IIdeInsideIl1IIde-

the
Inside-

thethe bousehouse and the candlesdies bad-

be
hadbadhad-

beenbebeenn lit . It isiI a ritual in eevery_ _ _ _ n

housebouse . They dontdon'tdon'tcome'' come ""spin-

ning
"spln-

nine
"spinspin"spln-"splnspln"spin-¬-

ningnine the prayer wheelwbel , wavingwaving-
the

waving-
thethe incense , and singing the anan-

cient
an-an¬.-

cient RussianRUlSlan processional hymnbymn
. . ..thethe singing wasWIS coming nownow-
In

now-
InIn rich mellow tones throughthrough-

the
through-

thethe frigid night air . " Mr . McGin-
nisa

McGin-

niss
McGin-

nlss
McGin-McGin -

nlssnissnisa you must havebave heard all thatthat-
In

that-

inin your wild and ImaginativeImaginative-

head
imaginative-

headhead . You also made it lOund-
Uke

soundlOundsound-
likelikeUke I absolutely abhored Slav-
ic

SlavSlav- ,.-

icIe . LikeUke I said it isIa one of thethe-
blghllghta

the-
highlightshighlightblghllghtahighlights* of winter . I lookedlooked-

forward
looked-

torwardforwardtorward to Slavic at that timetime-

and
time-

andand to thisthla day I anticipate thethe-

coming
the-

comlncomlncoming, of Slavic .

My motherlother wouldn'twouldnt' everever-
dream

ever-
dreamdream of askingasklnl money or foodtoodfood-

from
tood-

fromfrom bher guests wbetherwhether theythey-
are

they-
areare relation or not . You mademade-
ber

made-
herberher lOundsound very roderude and indif-

ferent
Indlfindif-indif.-

ferent to you . She Iais not thatthat-

kind
that-

kindkind of a peperson . 'I'mIm' sorrysorry-

you
sorry-

youyou wenwere offended by our hhos-

pitality
hoshos-.-

pltalitypitality and our food . Kool-

aid
Kool-

aid
Kool-Kool -.

aid was not the only thingthing-

to
thing-

toto drink In the hoihouse . There waswas-

coffee
was-

coffeecoffeeoffee , tea , cocoa mix , cancan-

milk
can-

milkmilk''IkIk ( to whicnwhlcbwhich youyou-

th
can dilutedilute-

with
dilute-

withwithth water to havebave milk ) andand-

dried
and-

drieddried milk.. And why in thethe-

odd
the-

world
the-

worldworldodd would we want to eateat-

fennented
eat-

fermentedfennentedfermented seal meat ???? Unless-

there
VoleaUnlessVolea-

therethere .was. a famine andandwewe wewerewere-

Continued( Continued on Page Twelve )
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uolutely

)

--u-olutelyuolutelyabsolutely- starving Mr McGin-
i

McGin-

niss
McGin-McGinMcGln -.

nlSSnissi , you sure come up WIth-

some
withwith-

somesomete wild ideas . AsM for dede-

manding
de-

ndmg
de-de-.

mandlngmandingndmg for presents and foodfood-

and
food-

andand money , I don'tdont' rememberremember-
me.me. . . or- . .my..jyjy family doingdOlnll thatthat-
As

that-
AsAs. I remember prior to youryour-
leaving

your-
leavmgleavingleavmg you offered to sendsend-
something

send-
somethmgsomethingsomethmg to the familyfamily-

At
family-

AtAt thetI1e trbmetime you were mymy-
guest

my-
guestguestt I wwas not embarrassed ofof-
you

of-
youyou ., remember I had invitedinvited-
you

invited-
youyou In fact , I remember feelingfeeling-

excited
feeling-

excitedexcited because afterafter-

id

all youyou-
were

you-
werewere a wnterwriter Now I feel emem-

barrassed
em-

barrassedbarrassed andid hurt that youyou-

wrote
you-

wrotewrote all i thosemuse things about ime .,

my familyilly , food and SlaSlaVIcSlaVIc-

II1 would not want people (( ies-

pecially
es-

pectally
es-es-

peciallypectally m the lower 48)48) to-

think
to-

thmk
to

thinkthmk you were dedescnblnlldescribing thethe-
real

the-
realrealrealwayway of hfelife of the EskImoEskImo-
vlilages

Eskimo-
villagesvlilagesvillages In rural Alaska.. I feel

hkelike I had been used .

Truthfully yours ,

Grace NicholsNichols-

Bethel
Nichols-

Bethel
Nichols-

BethelBethel , Alaska 9955999559-

cccc Tundra Times
TimesMt

AftMt..
EdgeeEdgecumbeEdgecumbeclosuretnfJe

closureclosureBristol
Bristol Bay AreaArea-

Health
Area-

HealthHealth CorporatIonCorporatIon-
P.OP.OPO. . Box 1023510235-

Dillingham
10235-

DillinghamDillingham , AK.., 9957699576-

OctoberOctober 29 , 19801980-

MrMr ., Earl BarlowBartow , DirectorDirector-

Office
Director-

OrnceOfficeOrnce of Indian EducatIon-
Department

EducationEducation-
DepartmentDepartmentrtment of Interior-
Bureau

Interior-
Bureau

Interior
Bureaulu of Indian Affairs

18th b.& ""CC"CC"" StreetaStteetaStreets ,
NorthwestNorthwest,, Code 500500-

Washington
500-

WashlnilOnWashingtonWashlnilOn , D.CDC. . 2924529245-

DearDear Mr. BallowBarlow :

My organization Is a tribaltribal-

oreanlzatlon

tribal-

organizationoreanlzatlonorganization representlnllrepresenting 32 vOvil-

lages
vil-vil.-

lages.. We recently usedwed thethe-

P.L
the-

PLP.LPL.,.. 93-6389363893.63893638--. contnctlnicontractinlcontracting procesa-

to
procesiprocesaprocessprocess-

toto become the firstnrst tribaltllbal organi-

zation
organioreanorgani-!¬.-

zationzatlon In the USU.s... to asaume-

management
assumeasaumeassume-

managementmanagementent of ia total IndianIndian-

Health
Indian-

HealthHealth Service Hospital . AtMAs youyou-

can
you-

cancan surmise we stronglystronilY believebelieve-

In

believe-

inin self-determinationselfdetermination-- .

Our request Is that you visitvisit-

each
visit-

eacheach and every villagevlllqe in AlaskaAlaska-

and
Alaska-

andand mOlltmost specifically the BristolBristol-

Bay
Bristol-

BayBay AreArea* that has students In-

Mt
In-

Mt
In

Mt.. EdgecEdRecumbeEdgecumbe school beforebefore-

any
before-

anyany decision Is made to dodosedose-

down
dose-

down
.,

down this school . Also , furtherfurther-
that

further-
thatthat you formally meet with thethe-

four
the-

fourfour ((4)4) school district boardsboards-

In

boards-

InIn our area..

I cannot ememphasizehaslze enough toto-

you
to-

youyou the need to consult withwith-

all
with-

allall the people involved in such a*a-

decisiondecision .
decision71s-"AsAs-71s71s"Ks the President of one ofof-

the
of-

thethe Regional Education Atten-

Southwest
Atten-

dance
Atten-Atten-.

dance areas (Southwest Regio-
ne

RegIon-

al

Region-Region -

al Schools ) wee ,stronglytranilY believebelieve-

In

believe-

inIn alternatives and choices . It'sItsIt's-

not
It's-

not

'

not as If we are now forced toto-

send
to-

sendsend our chiJdrenchildrena thousandsthoU5lDda ofof-

miles
of-

milesmiles away to get an educationeducation-
any

education-
anyany more , things have changed .

Our Vlllqevillage proples now havehave-

had
have-

hadhad bmetime to anyalze two and

threethtee waysWBYs of educatingeducatlnl: theirtheir-

chiJdren
their-

childrenchiJdrenchildren . They must be llatenedlistenedllatened-

to
listened-

toto !

Though I1 am laitIIn. strongstronlsupsup-

port
tup-

port
tup-tupsup-sup.--

port of educatingeducatlnl ourur peoplepeopl. at-

home
at-

home
ttat

home so10 that parents have a-

laree

a-

large
ia

largelaree part InitI. thisthJa processproceu ,,.. It1C1C.a.a-

the
Is\.a.a\.Is-

thethe parenbiparents and :childrenchIIdren affec-

ted
affecaffec-affec-

ted
:-¬-

ted who must weighwelah the benefitsbeuentsbenefits-
of

beuents-
ofof goinglolnl away or stayingltaylnl homehome-

for
home-

forfor an education.. This'l'bIIlbII' must bebe-

thoraullhly
be-

thoroughlythoroughlythoraullhly explained.. Mr. Bar ¬.
low , BrABIA'sBIAs'. trust reapolllibWty-
has

responsibility-
has

responsibilityreapolllibWty
has nottlot ended andud an adminiadmlnl ¬.
strativestratlve convenience muttmust notnot-

dictate
not-

dictatedictate Mt.. Edgeeumbe'tEdgeeumbetEdllecumbe'sEdllecumbesEdgecumbe'aEdgecumbea: ' fatetate .

Thank you for your time .

Sincerely ,
Robert .J.11. ClarkClark-

EJlecutive
Clark-

ExecutiveEJlecutiveExecutive DirectorDirector-
cccc : Tundra TImesTim-

esNeededNeNeededded::
aR bridgefnidgebridgeT-

oTo : VaiageVmageVillage & City CouncilsCouncils-

From
Councils-

From
Councils-

FromFrom : Ronald SamSam-

Date
Sam-

Date
Sam-

DateDate : Nov . 1010,198010198010,1980-
Re

, 19801980-

Re
1980-

ReRe : BridgeBridie between AlatnaAlaina andand-

AIIakaket
and-

Allakaket
and-

AllakaketAllakaketAIIakaket
AllakaketDear

Dear Sirs :

Thisi is a copy of a Resolu ¬.
tion that I am having passed atat-

our
at-

ourour next Board of Directors ofof-

K'oyitTota'fna
of-

K'oyl1'ota'lnaK'oyit/otslnaK'oyitKoyitotslnaK'oyl\1'ota'lnaK'oylKoyl1'ota'lna1otalnaK'oyitTota'fnaKoyitTotafna' \'/ '' , Ltd . meetingmeetlnll . II-

am
I-

amam asking for all the help andand-

back
and-

backback up letterslettel1 (PersonalPel1Onal oror-

Otherwise
or-

OtherwtseOtherwiseOtherwtse ) to approappropriatepilate AgenAlen ¬.
ciescles or to anyone who maymay-

help
may-

helphelp us .

Many of you know that wewe-

lost
we-

lostlost a resident of Alatna recentrecent-.-

lyIy because of thetill problem statedstated-
in

stated-
inin the Resolution . ThroughThrouah timetime-
Immemollal

time-
ImmemorialImmemorialImmemollal , or more accuratelyaccurately-
stated

accurately-
stated :stated , sincealnce: settlementaeWement ofot AHAlla-

kaket
AlIaAlla-Alla-.

kaketltaket and AlatnaAlatna,, wwe. had toler ¬.
ated the hardshiphardlhlp ofot the riverriver-

croaalna
river-

crossing:crossingcroaalna... ItR wasWill taken fortor 1lIDt-
ed

grant1lIDt-1lIDt-,¬
ed that we had to suffer thethe-

croaalnl
the-

crossing:crossingcroaalnl asII a natural hardshiphardship-
becauae

hardship-
because:becausebecauae of our near totally sub-

alstent
1Ub-

alatent
sub-sub1Ub-1Ub--.

alstentalatent way ofot life which Wil-
ltolerated

wasWillwas-
toleratedtolerated . Because , ofot the rapid-

chIDleI
rapid-

changes
rapid

changeschIDleI broughtbroullht on by the CDenCHCH-

Discoveries
en-

DIscovellesDiscoveriesDIscovelles and natural proareu-
since

progressproareuprogress-
sincesince , thisthis.aIs\.a.a\. onone. problem that-
should

that-
should

that
should be resolved asII toonsoon II-
possible

asIIas-

possiblepossible .
For a touch of authenticaauthentlcaauthentic ¬.

tiontlon on the two to three monthsmonths-
of

months-
otofot livingUvlnl with the problem ,
it is a fact that can be docu ¬.
mented . I would ask that thethe-
Residents

the-
ResidentsResidents ofot AllakaketAIIakaket and Ala-

ina
AlaAla-¬.-

tnaina take picturesplctlll'elplctlllel' and recordrecord-
aU

record-
allallaU furtherturther hardships suffered byby-
them

by-
themthem . This would be from start-
Ing

start-start-.
IngInl cold outboard motors In Sep ¬.
tember throughthroullh the passingpasslnll ofotof-
the

ot-

thethe lastlut chunk of ice in May .
We have sufferedIUffered Ionlong. ee-

nough
e-e-.

noughnoua/nouanouaeven/! , even throughthroueh funerals InIn-

the
In-

thethe springspllnll and fall which laIs aa-

known
a-

knownknown fact throughthrouah out thethe-
Interior

the-
InteriorInterior . With that Thought InIn-

mind
in-

mindmind , I again state that
u-u- , _ _ . , , .. ,

youryour-
help

your-
helphelpu,1tedwUlwill be appreciated,1ted1ted .

,1tedRespectfully
Respectfully ,

Ronald Sam


