River _town readies for once-a-

NENANA—-Dunng the :last’

days of April and on into the;

middle “of' May, " large’ ‘crowds
congregate on the riyerbanks of

the Tanana to watch for a mira-,
cle. It’s an annual phenomenon‘

Alaskans call break up, one of
nature’s - most splendld specta-
cles.

Every warm Apiil day‘bnngs

more water on top of, the solid

tripod. 'se

‘nver ice until on

of ‘swirling ice- floes . topples a
JoutT in the river,

about’ 300 feet -from  shore.

Moving 100 feet . downstream,

the ‘magic “marker  dramatically
signals 'the’ end ‘of winter. and

‘heralds’ the; official beginmng of
‘spnngm the Gteat Land gy

day-nobody
knows just . when-the strange
‘rumbling’ and’ crufiching/ sound

tripod  trips’ a large - clock, es-

pecially desigried for the Clzssic, ;
which’, records: -the - exact '‘time
of the beginning .of . breakup. .

The clock " is: started -about a
week : before ' the: Ice {Classic

/Committee, ‘elected by  the Ne::
nana townspeople ‘months ' be--

fore, thmks the ice has even the
of gomg o t

A cable ~atta(:hed frpm the“'v
‘hour. armed guard ensures  that

the script; as directed and pl‘Q’\';“‘ C
.ganza by Mother Nature

tain .rose’ on. me spﬂn kpec-

Onoe the clock is‘running, 224~
no: eager, stage hand, or practical’"

duced in’a full color ‘extrava-. P

16, the sixth time for that'
‘in the history of the Ioe‘

The -earliest date o
was'back in 1940' when




