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A writer once said that good ideas have two enemies :

politics and economics . There is a good idea .nownow. in needneed-
of

need-
ofof rescue from the strain of AlaskanAlaskanruralrural economics ; thethe-

idea
the-

ideaidea is called the Rural Capital Improvements Projectoject .
Set up late last year , under the auspices of the FairFaiI-FaiIFair-FairFaiI-

banks
Fair-

banks :¬-
banks Town and Village Association for Development , thethe-
project

the-
projectproject is designed to identify and prioritizepriorjtize capital imim-imim-

provement
im-

provement
¬-

provement projects in 46 Interior communities , fallingfalling-
within

falling-
withinwithin the boundaries of the Doyon-TananaDoyonTananaDoyon-TmtanaTmtana- Chiefs Region .

The program is also intended to encourage villages to beginbegin-
longrange

begin-
longrangelong-rangelongrange- economic planning of their own and to helphelp-
bureaucrats

help-
bureaucratsbureaucrats with money to spendspepd in the bush decide howhow-
best

how-
bestbest to put government dollars to work .

The Rural Capital Improvements Program began with
$37,50037500$ , to conduct economic needs surveys in the Interinter-inter-
ior

Inter-
ior

¬-

ior villages , but needs at least that much more to finishfmishfmish-
the

finish-
thethe survey work and begin the second phase of the project ,

which consists of assisting the communities ,. to write theirtheir-
own

their-
ownown economic development plans to provide a frameworkframework-
forfor the type of growth that each villabe would like to see .

Although the Fairbanks Town and Village AssociationAssociation-
originally

Association-
originallyoriginally applied for funding at a more realistic level ,
about $75,00075000$ , , this request was about halved and the propro-pro-
ject

pro-
ject

-¬

ject now findsfmds itself short . The financialfmancial hardships ofof-
travel

of-
traveltravel in rural Alaska being what they are , we are hopefulhopeful-
the

hopeful-
thethe State Senate will see fit to endorseend rse a measure thatthat-
passed

that-
passedpassed out of the House this week : a supplementalsupplement approappro-appro-
priation

appro-
priation

-¬

priation that will keep the Capital ImprovementsImpI'QvementsImpIQvements' ProjectProject-
alive

Project-
alivealive .

We think there are several reasons that the project is aa-

good
a-

goodgood idea . For one , the eventual beneficiariesbeneficiariesof-ofof-, thethe-

effort
the-

efforteffort , the people of rural Interior Alaska , have indicatedindicated-
their

indicated-
theirtheir interest in an economic planning process directlydirectly-
based

directly-
basedbased on their input . A list of development prioritiespriorities-
based

priorities-
basedbased on their own shopping list is vastly preferable to oneone-
drawn

one-
drawndrawn up hiin Juneauluneau'uneauuneau' or Washington , D.CDC. .

In addition , the aim of the Capital Improvements ProPro-Pro-
ject

Pro-
ject

-¬

ject goes, beyond making a wish list for 46 villages . WhatWhat-
the

What-
thethe project recognizes is the need to PLAN , to map a schesche-sche-
dule

sche-
dule

¬-
duleduleof-ofofbf-, development tailored to the ability of each villagevillage-
to

village-
to '-

additional
a-

dditional'to support additional development . One of the dismaldismal-
stories

dismal-
storiesstories of federal and statest te dollars flowing into rural AlasAlas-Alas-

ka
Alas-

ka
¬-

ka is not one of neglect or ingratitude by local residents ,

but of the inability of bureaucratsbureflucrats to design capital imim-imim-

provem
im-

provements
¬-

provementsprovem nts projects toto'suittosuit'-

suit
s-

uit
%' suit the scale and the terhpertexitperterttper ofof-

the
of-

thethe average bush community . The survey and planningplanning-
work

planning-
workwork contemplatedcOJtemplated} by the Fairbanks Town and VillageVillage-
Association

Village-
AssociationAssociation could go a long way toward putting an endemf toto-

such
to-

suchsuch waste and inefficiency . -

We are also pleased that the program haslias demonstrateddemonsttdemonstrated-
particular :!tedted-
particularparticular sensitivity to such rural valuesvalue$ as personal comcom-com-

munication

com-comcom-

munic

¬-

municationmunic ion , a subtle thing at best . It may cost more toto-

buzz
to-

buzzbuzz thethtotobushbush , but people tend to open their hearts andand-
minds

and-
mindsminds to the one who is willing (and we should add , fifi-fifi-

nancially
fi-

nancially
¬-

nancially ableableto) -toto.- to discuss things face to face . CommuniCommuni-Communi-
cations

Communi-
cations

¬-
cations delegated to a river of paper is bound to be nono-

communication
no-

communicationcommunication at all .

We strongly urge the Senate to concur with us that aa-

little
a-

littlelittle money spent planning today could savesavsavesaveallall ofofusus milmil-mil-

lions
mil-

lions
¬-

lions in confusion and poor management in the years toto-

comecome .
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