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localloca-
loption

loca-
loptionoption voteb-

y

vote
by Mike HinmanHinman-

for

Hinman-

forfor the ThndraTiMESTundraTIMESTundraTIME-

SNanwalekNanwalek has become the first com-comcom-

rnvrd'y

com-

'Ill'ru

com-

muni

-

rnvrd'yrnvrdy'Ill'ruIllrumuni'' ''}; :, inirtI ,thehe Cook Inlet area to. ban
,

sale,

Importation and possession ofcif alcoholalcalcoholalcohol-

under

holhol-

underunder the state'sstates' 1981 Local Option Law .

According to Bob Aiken with thethe-
Alaska

the-
AlaskaAlaska Department of CommunityCQmmunity andand-
Regional

and-
RegionalRegional Affairs, Nanwalek became thethe-

27th

the-

27th27th village to enact such a ban .

A total of 92 ballots were mailed toto-
Nanwalek

to-
NanwalekNanwalek , with 60 returned and sevenseven-

invalidated

seven-

Invalidatedinvalidated , according to Gail SenumiaiSenumial ofof-

the

of-

thethe Division of Elections injuneauin Juneau . Of thethe-

seven

the-

sevenseven invalidated ballots , one was missmiss-miss-

ing

miss-

ing

¬-

ingingaa voter signature , and six were notnot-
properly

not-
properlyproperly witnessed , she said .

While the village has no bars or liquorliquor-

stores

liquor-

storesstores , liquor is shippedship in from Homer oror-

Soldotn

or-

SoldotnaSoldotnaSoldotn . Several deaths have occurredoccurredoveroverover-

the, the pastpastast severalse
,

veral years duedue to alcoholalcoholparparpar-pa-
rtic

par-
titularly

¬-

ticularlytitularlyticlarly accidentalccidental drownings , according toto-

N

to-
NanwalekNanwalekNNanwaleknwalek villageillage chiefchchefefVincentVmcent KvasnikoffvasnikoffKvasnikof-

fIt's

.

"It'sIts-It'sIt's"- ' good for the villagevil1age ,
" saidsaid-

Pag
said-
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Nanwalek goes dry
Continued from page 11-

Kvasnikoff

1-

Kvasnikoff

1-

KvasnikoffKvasnikoff . "DrinkingDrinking" by kids was gettinggetting-
out

getting-
out

getting-
outout ofofcontrolcontrol..

"

Some are not comfortable with the oneone-
vote

one-
votevote margin , and it is expected to comecome-
up

come-
upup for a new vote at the end of a mandamanda-manda-

tory

manda-

tory

¬-

tory waiting period . KvasnikoffKvasnikoffexpectsexpects aa-
greater

a-
greatergreater turnout the next time it comes upup-
for

up-
forfor a vote , with the possibility ofofrevertrevertrevert-revert-
ing

revert-
ing

¬-

ing to a "dampdamp" " village , allpwingallowing possesposses-posses-
sion

posses-
sion

¬-

sion , but not the sale or importation , ofof-
alcohol

of-
alcoholalcohol.. There are 77 other communitiescommunities-
inin Alaska that are "dampdamp"

.
"

The low voter turnout and the invalidatedinvalidated-

votes

invalidated-

votesvotes affects the feeling in the village towardtoward-
the

toward-
thetriethe new law . That'sThats"That's"" '' whywhywewe weren'twerent' tootoo-
comfortable

too-
comfortablecomfortable , with that one vote ,

" he said .

The enforcement of the new law willwill-

be
will-

bebe handled jointly by a village public

safety officer (VPSO ) and the Alaska StateState-

Troopers
State-

TroopersTroopers ,.

"WeWe" just hired ( Roy Evans ) here a fewfew-
days

few-
daysdays ago ,

" said Kvasnikoff .

Evans already has the training requiredrequired-
for

required-
forfor a VPSO , saving the village six weeksweeks-
of

weeks-
ofof training and education time . The vilvil-vilvil-

lage

vil-

lage

¬-

lage plans an educational period to informinform-

residents
inform-

residentsresidents andandairair taxis on the regulationsregulations-
and

regulations-
andand penalties .

"YouYou" know (education ) doesn'tdoesnt' haphap-hap-
pen

hap-
pen

¬-

pen overnight ,
" said Kvasnikoff .. "We'llWell"We'll-

have

""We'll-

have

'

have to tell them , spread the news .
"

The state'sstates' local option law waswas-
amended

was-
amendedamended several times , most notably , in

1988 when communities were given thethe-
ability

the-
abilityability to vote on a ban of alcohol pos-pospos-
session

pos-
session

-

session .


