
Akiachak comments on Venetie decision
Editor'sEditors' Note: Thetbe7be following statementstatement-

was

statement-

wasfaxedwaswasfaxedfaxed to TundrdfWNKTundraTiMESTundraTlMES .

The Akiachak Native Community isis-

appalled

is-

appalledappalled at our congressional delegationdeldelegation-

regarding
gationgation-

regardingregardingregarding the 9th9b .CircuitCircuit.,
Circuit Court decisiondecisiondecision-

onon the VenetieVenetica(; casee . *, (AnchorageAncJJragrag DailyDaily-

News

Daily-

NewsNews , Friday , Dec/20Dec20Dec/;: 20,1996)20199620,1996)-

Like

20 ,,; 1996)19961996)-

Like

1996)-

Like
))

Like most non-NativesnonNativesnon-NativNativ- s in"AlaskaAlaskaAlaska ,
,

thethe-

congressiona

the-

congressionalcongressionalcongressionacongressional delegationd l gationgationdodoesdodoes
"

,

1otnot1otndernot under-underunder-
stand

undernder-ndernder-

stand

¬-

stand or care to understandunderstand thete desire ofof-
the

of-
thethe AlaskaAlaska ' Natives totto exerciseexerdseexercise our governgovern-governgovern-

menta

govern-

mental
;:-

mentalmentamentalauthorityleft! authorityauthorauthoritylefttyleft,
:left to us bybyourby our ancesances-ancesances-

tors

ances-

tors'The
¬-

torstors'ThetorsThe.
'
The StateState ofbfr Alaskalaska and those thatthat-

do

that-

dodo nornoo'comprehendnoocomprehendot ,' comprehendmprehend ourour desiresdesires area'reare' thethe-
iterribie"terribleterribleiterribie" problemsprobtems , ". ,

If SenatorSenator StevensSievens'Stevens'
was oneoneone"ofoneof"*

of the au¬,

thorsthQrs of thethe.AlasktheAlaskthe.Alaska'Nativethe.AlaskaNativetheAlaskaNative.AlaskaAlaska
.

'NativeNative'
Native Land ClaimsClaims-

Settlement

""

, SettlementSettlement ActActct , then ,
he shouldshouldrememberremember

',

that ANCSAANCsANCSAANCSAwaswas a landJa d settlement'settlement'
bill andandand-

did

and-

diddid ,notnot' dealeai withwiththethe governmental . auau-auau-

thority

u-uu-

thority

¬-

thority ofof'Alaska'sofAlaskas'Alaska'sAlaskas' tribes ;
.'-

The
T-

he
'

of ' non-Natives'lo-nonNatives'loNativeslonon-Nativelr'toNativelr'toNativelrtonon-Natives'to-Natives'toNativestononNatives'lo-
wards

nonNatives'to-
wards ''''The fear of Alaska'sAlaskas - -, ,'

'-

of
o-

f
'o-

fBalkanization

'

wardswarwards tribal governmentsgovernmenis is the '-myth
m- yth'-myth
m- yth'myth of9(

'-

Balk
B-

alk
'-

Balkniation
'

BalkanizatipnBalkanizationniation%
'
of AlaskaMiska .;. isn'tisntIsn'tIsnt' thethe'forma-tthe'formatheformatthe'format-

'lion
.,

'
formaformaJ. J.!-

'dondon'lionlion' don ofofstatecharteredofffstatstate-charteredstatecharteredstatcharteredstatstatecharteredmunicipalities-charteredcharteredcharteredmunidpaliti-- municipalitiesmunidpaliti s andandand-
boroughs

ndnd-
boroughsboroughs a formfformofBalkaritiationm ofofBalkaritiation

' ,
BalkahizationIkaniZatlonB ? If thethe-

S

the-

StateStateS te aridand Federal governmentsggvv mments mandateman4ate '

theirtheir forms ofof governmentg veJ11lent and tejinina-tejininatermina-terminattermina-
S

rmna-nana-
I

-

, IS ,.

'
r,.

tion on the Alaska Natives without ouroutout-
consent

our-
consentconsent , is it a form of democracydemocracyoror dicdic-dicdic-

tatorial

dic-

tatorial

¬--

tatorial actact??
'-
It

I-

t' It hashas beenbeen the desire of the AkiachakAkiachak-
Native

Akiachak-
NativeNative CommunityOmmunity to ,

becomebe me self-suffiselfsuffisself-suffi-selfsuffiselfsuffi-

cient

lf-suffi-lfsuffilfsuffi-

dent
- ¬-

cientdent to operate the governmentalggovernmentalservices<?vemmtntalvemmtntals servicessservices-

and

rvicesrvices-

andand developdevel p' economicconom c .0PPQ0PPQ.
opportunitiesnities forfor-

our

for-

ourour members on
,
thethe'locallethelocalle' local leveleI.. We willwill-

be
will-

bebe feeling thee pressurepressupressuree to create moremo jobsjobs-
when

jobs-
whenwhen the WelfareWelfare Reform becomes impleimple-imple-
mented

Imple-
mented

-¬-
mented ., We read the statements of SenaSena-Sena-

tor
Sena-

tor

¬-

tor Stevens-StevensStevenstoStevens.to'mStevens.tomStevenstomStevens-to-meanStevenstomean-. to 'meanmean'- an that all federallyfederally-

un

federally-
fundedfunded(unt d programs and laws for Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-

tribes

Alaska's-

tribes

'

tribes will
'-
Court

C-

ourt
'
no longerlongerrlongerbe

r
be in effect of thethe-

9th

the-

9th9th CircuitCircuit Court
'

doesQ s not overturn thethe-

Venetie

the-

VenetieVenetie case ., ,'

All ANCSANCSANCSAANCSAcorporationscorporations were created'created'created-

by

created-
by

'

by federal JawlawJ Y1 and
,
theytheyserveserveserve I}a .

purposepurpose-
for

purpose-
forfor the AlaskaAlaska Native shareholders ;: TheyKThey",,

not the tribes ;, controlcontro the :majority,' of the
"
,

traditional homelandshomelandsofof Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska1s' indig-1indig1indig-iiindigi-
enous

indigindig-

enous

-

enous peoplesp ople ,.. "

'WeWe'\ don'tdont' think the VenetieVenetie case doesdoes-

not

'

-notnot'not-' transfertransfer corporateco rate lands JOto tribaltriba
,
govgov-govgov-

ernme

, ¬-.
ernmentsernmeernmentststtstbu, butbu opened an avenueav nue for thethe-

'tdbal
thethe-

tribal'tribaltribal'tdbaltdbal' governments to
,
have governmenBovernmen-BovernmenBovernmen-

tal

governmen-governmengovernmen-

tal

¬-

tal authorityauthorityoveroverover the ANCSAANCS landslands . BothBothBoth-

thetribal

otl
thethetribaltribal government and ANCSAANCSA corpocorpa-corpacorpo-corpar-
atic

corpo-
rations

-¬-'

rationsratic ;ns> essentiallyessentiallyservessentl nynyserveserve the same memmeni-menimeni'-

t

men-menmen-

r

-¬-
" meni1

r

. .' 1

'tt' ,

bership .

Most eligible Alaska Natives exerexer-exer-
cise

¬.-
cisecis their right by castingca ting votes to thethe-
candidates

the-
candidatescandidates oforo( their choice on all levlev-levlev-
els

lev-
els

¬-

els . WerWe, believe in individualsindivid'uals'
thattnattnat-

promis'e
that-

promisepromisepromis'epromise' uss that theytheywouldwouldwouldrepresentrepresentreprese-
ntor1

represent-
ouroummcernsor1or1ncour,,: , conceinsncrns orfstateons'tonston

'

tatet aridandd federalf d iigovgovgov-gov-

ernments
gov-

ernments
¬-

ernments .

The congressional delegation , and thethe-

Alaska

the-

AlaskaAlaska Majority party , wants tosolvetoso,
, ve thethe-

Alaska

the-

AlaskaAlaska Native problems by advancingadvancing-
their

advancing-
theirtheir agenda withoutwithout full participation ofof-
the

of-
thethe affectedaffected.residentsaffectedresidents.residentsresidents.residents . It seems their dede-dede-

sire

de-

sire

¬-

sire is for the Alaska Natives to remain inin-

Pvertf
in-

povertypovertyPvertf? , take ,. awayawawayouryyourour identityIdentltyidentityby.-by
b-

y
.,

y forcfforc-forcforc-

Ing
rc;¬-

ing 5tatecharteredstatecharteredstate-charteredstatecharteredstatecharteredgovernments:-: governments
'

on jil--jiljill-
ages

viIvil-vilvil-

loges

-."--

lageslogesl 'gg'gs'
s, andadadt? tot

,
preventprepreventent tribaltriba'ltribal

,
economiesecon ies

,
,;

'
from beingbemg ,developed utilizingutilizmg existingexisting-
federal

,

federal(ederallawslaws ,..,

I-w.eIw.eIw.ewe;,We-:.We urge our congressionalc ngression 1 delegationdelegatlodelegation-
andandana the State of AlaskaAla'ska'

to.to,.
refrainrefralri from '

creatingcreatingmore'moremore-more"more'-" problemsproblems-problemsby"- by opposing-opposingopposing-
the

-,'
II-

thethe desires off the 226 federally recognizedrecorecognized-
tribes

4ed4edI4ed'trib-
e

I'

'-

tribe
t-

ribe
'

tribes to exerciseexercISe ' our "governmentalgovernmental'governmental'govemgovem"' ental auauau-au-,aut-
hority

*

thorirythoriiythority , *."
"

,

K,K-

We
.

WeWrWrsseek'suppoftseeksuppoftseeksuppor'tseeksupports e ',
,
s p ori' to preservep.reservpreserv

. ,
onene ofoof-

thethe mostmost importantimpor ant identities of''

I Alaska'sAlaskastas ts' firstfirs .resMentsresMents.residents left to us byby'ourbyour'our
,

ancestorsancestors .
-

!. -
. . 1, ""tt':"


