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Alaska Natives proudproudlyy serveserve-
evolving

,

evolving U.SUSl.SlS) . . missionmission overseasoverseasT-

he
,

The photo onon, the front page of this edition portrays with special immediacy the comcom-com-

mitment

com-

mitment

¬-

mitment with which many Alaska Natives are servingserving their country around the world .

What a mixture of pride and apprehension we feel as we think of our lovedlovedonesones so farfar-

away

far-

awayaway . What shifting emotions of.. curiousity, confidence and concern as we try topic-topictopic-

ture

tPic-tPictPict-
ure

to;iic-iiciic-

ture

-

ture the activities of our sons ,, daughters ,, neices andandnephewsnephews as theyth y go about theirtheir-

duties

their-

dutiesduties in mysterious--andmysteriousand- - sometimes very dangerous-placesdangerousplacesdangerous--places--- . Places where people areare-

struggling

are-

strugglingstruggling for economic and politicalpoliticalselfdeterminationself-determinationselfdetermination- , for linguistic andandculturalcultural sursur-sur-

vival

sur-

vival

¬-

vival , and for their very lives .

As we begin a new year , it is worthworthreflectingreflecting on the importance of our nation'snations' comcom-com-

mitment

com-

mitment

¬-

mitment to international peacekeeping and humanitarianism . One key to success in suchsuch-

effortsefforts is compassion , that quality which allows us to bear witness to the struggles ofof-

others

of-

othersothers without judgement.. It'sIts' a quality which.allowswhichallows. us to separates parate the inherent goodgood-good-

ness

good-

ness

¬-

ness of people from the destructive behaviors that stem from oppression and genocide .

Other qualities which contribute greatly to the success of peacekeeping and humanihumani-humani-

tarian

humani-

tarian

¬-

tarian missions are strength , fairness and integrity . With these attributesattribut s , taking sides isis-

is

is-

isis avoided ., and the stage is set for combatants to see one another as equals , as peers , asas-

po

as-

potentialpotentialpo ntial partners .

Alaska Natives in the Armed Services possess these qualities in abundance , greatlygreatly-

increasing

greatly-

increasingincreasing the value of their commitment.. They understandunde tand from first-handfirsthand- experienceexperienexperience-

the

ee-

thethe horrors of ethnic conflict and social and economic injustice , even if in their villagesvillages-

and

villages-

andand homelands such conflictconflJoct has not recently played out in armed conflict ,. A long andand-

honorable

and-

honorablehonorable tradition of participation in both their indigenous traditions and in AmericanAmerican-

democracy

American-

democracydemocracy have sharpenedsha'rpenedsha'rpened'theirsharpenedtheir'' "theirtheir"' strengths and natural integrity .

To remark on the irony that Alaska Natives now serve a nation with a tarnishedtamishe recordrecord-
inin its treatment of indigenous peoples is not incorrect . But it does ignore an opposingopposing-

truth

opposing-

truthtruth : that Alaska Natives proudly defend American ideals that point the way to a betterbetter-

life

better-

lifelife for a diverse , tolerant population at home , and by extension , to allaU the peoples ofof-

the

of-

thethe world .

To our brothers andandsisterssisters in uniformunifonn , we send heartfelt greetings and wishes for aa-

tuccetsful

a-

successfulsuccessfultuccetsfultuccetsfulnewsuccessfulnew! ! new year . To those overseas , we add a special prayer for their safe , speedyspeedy-

return- return .

To those at home who wait , know that we wait with you , sharing your apprehenapprehen-apprehen-

sion

apprehen-

sion

¬-

sion , and pride .


