
MANY VILLAGESVILI\GVILIG)\ S HARDH HIT
Many of the villages onon thethe-

I

the-

Seward
the-

SewardSeward Peninsula coastcocoastst werewere-
hard

I
, hard hit by the recentrecentl ), storms ,

I

and news., from the Village CounC un-unun-

dl
un-

ciI
¬-

cildlciI of UnalakleetUnalakl et waswas receivedreceived-
by

received-
byby Mike Harper , executiveexecu'tiveexecutive

'
direcdirec-direc-

tor
direc-

tor
¬-

tor of RurAL CAP .

They list the complete dede-dede-

struction
de-

struction
¬-

struction of the Norton SoundSound-
Fishermen's

Sound-
Fishermen'sFishermen'sFishermens' building , the NativeNative-
store

Native-
storestore warehouse and oil tanks ,
five homes and a Butler huthu t . AlsoAlso-

damaged
Also-

damageddamaged were 13 homes , about
10 storing caches , and eight busibusi-busi-

nesses
busi-

nesses

¬-

nesses .

'SignedSigned' by Village CouncilCouncil-
members

Council-
membersmembers , Frederick AA.. KatchaKatcha-Katcha-
tag

¬.-
tag , Sr. , president ; James Oksok-OksokOksok-
taruk

Oksok-
taruk

Oksok-
taruk

--

taruk , vice president , and RitaRita-

Ivanoff
Rita-

IvanoffIvanoff , secretary , the followingfollowing-
report

following-
reportreport was sent to the GoverGover-Gover-
nor's

Gover-
nor's

¬-

nor'snors' office , the CongressionalCongressional-
Delegation

Congressional-
DelegationDelegation , and other concernconcern-concern-
ed

concern-
ed

¬-

ed people . -

Approximately 2 a.mam. . , Nov .
12 , the village of Unalakleet waswaS-

struck
was-

struckstruck by extreme high waterwater-
and

water-
andand high winds , causing floodingflooding-
ofof the lower west end of the vilviivil-vil-

lage
¬.-

lage and surrounding low landslands-
to

lands-
toto the east . This was the worstworst-
flood

worst-
floodflood to hit and was beyond ourour-

expectations
our-

expectationsexpectations .

The village was surroundedsurrounded-
by

surrounded-
byby waterwater . The road to the oldold-
Air

old-
AirAir Force site washed out andand-

the
and-

thethe East-WestEastWest- runway was underunder-
water

under-
waterwater . There was a lot of debrisdebris-
toto be moved before the road isis-

to
is-

toto be in use again . The ButlerButler-
hut

Butler-
huthut was completely destroyed .

It was owned by the VillageVillage-
Council

Village-
CouncilCouncil and rented to AlaskaAlaska-
State

Alaska-
StateState Troopers and Family andand-
Childrens

and-
ChildrensChildrens' Services.. The WeatherWeather-
Bureau

Weather-
BureauBureau Station was surroundedsurrounded-
by

surrounded-
byby water .

The FAA and BIA basementsbasements-
were

basements-
werewere filled with water . ApproxApprox-Approx-
imately

Approx-
imately

¬-

imately 12 homes were in saltsalt-

water
salt-

waterwater and moved badly . SomeSome-
enough

Some-
enoughenough to lean to one side andand-

causing
and-

causingcausing cracks to open . The NaNa-Na-

tive
¬.-

tive store losses were extreme-extremeextreme-
the

extreme-
the

extreme-
the

-
the warehousewarenouse ,. fuel tanks ,. andand-

many
and-

manymany other items..

Mayor Fred Katchatag , Sr . ,

Pastor Don Erickson , store manman-man-
ager

¬.-
ager Kermit Oyoumick , UnalaUnaJaUnala-Unala-
kleet

¬.-

kleetIdeet Native Corporation manamana-mana-
ger

mana-
ger

¬-

ger Tim Towarak ,. along withwith-
several

with-
severalseveral other men worked allall-

day
all-

day
'

day hauling groceries and staplestaple-
goods

staple-
goodsgoods to higher grounds , tryingtrying-
toto save as much as daylight perper-per-
mitt

per-
mitted

¬-

mittedmitt . The BIA and CovenantCovenant-
High

Covenant-
HighHigh School.wereSchoolwere., closed all day .

ThisTIs one day the principalsprincipals-
and

principals-
andand teachers werewer moving likelike-

students
like-

studentsstudents observing the big andand-

small
and-

smallsmall damages caused by unexunex-unex-
pected

unex-
pected

¬-

pected water flow and poundingpounding-
high

pounding-
highhigh seas mixed with 18-inch18inchI8.inchI8inchI8.inch-
thick

18inch-
thick

-.
thick broken Alaskan ice .

Many homes are in danger forfor-

the
for-

thethe next storm . The entire comcom-com-
munity

¬.-

munity is in danger of future

floodingnooding
. _

. The land on which
.

thethe-

village
the-

village

.

village is located is shrinking .

evidenceIThat itself is enoughen ugh evidenceevidence-
to

I

to behoovebehoove all residents of Unatana-tanatana-

lakleei
¬.-

'

lakleetlakleelakleei to givegiveaa sober thoughtthought-
toto relocate thet e village to higherhigher-
grounds

higher-
groundsgrounds to savesave heartbreak forfor-

future
for-

futurefuture generations'generatiortsgeneratiorts'generations'
. We have anan-

option
an-

optionoption to consider either a seasea-sea-

wall
¬.-

wall or relocation .

Repair and material losseslosses-
are

losses-
areare very costly and it is veryvery-

heartbreaking
very-

heartbreakingheartbreaking to be homeless . ItIt-

is

It-

isis very difficult and I have nono-

words
no-

wordswords to remedytemedy the situation .

The month of November is nono-

time
no-

timetime for young mothers to tourtour-
the

tour-
thethe wilderness of the NorthwesNorthwes-Northwes-
tern

Northwes-
tern

¬-

tern coast of Alaska .

Relocation will not be easy .

There will be a lot of disagreedisagree-disagree-
ments

¬.-

ments when you think of leavingleaving-
our

leaving-
ourour year round supply ofofrunrun ¬.

ning water and highly maintainmaintain-maintain-
ed

¬.-

ed electricity sources . You maymay-
think

may-
thinkthink it is foolish to leave . AllAll-

these
All-

thesethese things will pass throughthrough-
many

through-
manymany minds .

As mayor , I urge all people toto-

pray
to-

praypray each in your own way toto-

God
to-

GodGod . Do something !! Plan beforebefore-
itit happens again . Each time itit-

noods
it-

floodsfloodsnoods , the water is higher andand-
higher

and-
higherhigher (sinister) . The extremeextreme-
flooding

extreme-
floodingflooding caused the entireen tire villagevillage-
toto be surrounded by water .

Blowing'Blowing', winds , water concon-con-
tamination

¬.-

tamination and power failurefailure-
could

failure-
couldcould have happened easily._
Who knows? Maybe in the fufu-fufu-

ture
¬.-

ture , it may happen . ShoutingShouting-
and

Shouting-
andand crying could be expected '

from OUR children . Before it isis-

too
is-

tootoo late , I urge all village leadersleaders-
and

leaders-
andand parents to give this relocareloca-reloca-
tion

¬.-
tion very deep thought .

We are requesting assistanceassistance-
for

assistance-
forfor items and homes lost in thethe-

flood
the-

floodflood by those who have lostlostororor-

damaged
or-

damageddamaged possessions .

Thanks to everyone who volvol-vol-

unteered
¬.-

unteered their time and efforteffort-
in

effort-
inin moving Native Store staplestaple-
goods

staple-
goodsgoods and helping all the privateprivate-
families

private-
familiesfamilies .

We have a few more things toto-

add
to-

addadd to this report that werewere-

belated
were-

belatedbelated .

Several dogs belonging toto-

Edna
to-

EdnaEdna Eakon and Elmer Koton-KotonKoton-
gan

Koton-
gan

Koton-
gan

-

gan were lost.. Several boats , momo-mo-
tors

mo-
tors

-¬

tors , fishing gear , etc
.
. , were lostlost-

in
lost-

in
.

in the flood , also . ' . ' .

We have approximately 2020-

men
20-

menmen starting to work on pickingpicking-
up

picking-
upup the debris andandrepairingrepairing asas-

much
as-

muchmuch of theJ1e damaged homes asas-

possible
as-

possiblepossible , before'before' the snow setssets-

in
sets-

inin .

We also failed to mention thatthat-
the

that-
thethe Butler hut alsoaloo housed ourour-

village
our-

villagevillage jail , and we must have itit-

replaced
it-

replacedreplaced as soon as possible .

We need a D-8D8- 8 Cat , twotwo-

dump
two-

dumpdump trucks , and four big timtimetim-time-

bers
tim-

bers
¬-

bers very badly to help movemove-
about

move-
aboutabout four homes that.that. are still

livable , but need to be moved .

Or, if possible , to have1have' the milimili-mili-
tary

mili-

tary
-¬-

tary come in to do the workwork-
with

work-
withwith equipment..

Also , would the militarytnilitary bebe-

available

be-

availableavailable to backfillbackfiII the westernwestern-
half

western-
halfhalf of the village during thethe-

summer
the-

summersummer months , since sewer andand-

water
and-

waterwater is already installed there?
We request that the Division ofof-

Aviation
of-

AviationAviation ,. BIA ,. Water and SewerSewer-

System
Sewer-

SystemSystem be made available toto-

help
to-

helphelp with the repairs .

Your immediate attentionattention-
would

attention-
wouldwould be appreciated . ThankThank-

youyouU- \U '.\


