
On Native DelinquentsDelinquents-Delinquen-

tsMYC
Delinquen-

tsMYC
-

MYC Needs
'

HelpHelp
Alaska'sAlaskas' only co-educationalcoeducationalcOeducational-

program
coeducational-

program
---

program for juvenile delinquentsdelinquents-
isis looking for help with NativeNative-
youths

Native-
youthsyouths who go through the propro-pro-
gram

pro-
gram

-¬

gram andandneedneed a place to returnreturn-
"home

return-
"home"homehome" " to .

McLaughlin Youth Center avav-avav-

erages
av-

erages
¬-

erages about 60 % Native clienclien-clien-
tele

¬.-

tele
'
in its treatment program ,.

with about 40 % of those youthsyouthsf-
ro1'n

youths-
fromfromfro1'nfro1n' rural parts of the state .

But after getting in troubletrouble-
with

trouble-
withwith the law , and being assignedassigned-
toto MYC , it is particularly diffidiffi-diffi-

cult
diffi-

cult
¬-

cult to send the readjusted childcJchild-
back

ldld-

backback into an environment whichwhich-
may

which-
maymay' have contributed to thethe-

problem
the-

problemproblem in the first place , acac-acac-

cording
¬.-

cording to Dawn Deyo ,. a CheroChero-Chero-
kee

.¬-

kee Indian working as a youthyouth-
counselor

youth-
counselorcounselor for the center .

"WeWe" need people to becomebecome-
involved

become-
involvedinvolved in these young peoplepeople-
onon a village or regional basis ,"
Deyo said . "TheyThey" need to propro--¬

vide a mechanism for helpinghelping-
these

helping-
thesethese kids to their villages .,"

Deyo explained that MYC isis-

"more
is-

"more"moremore" than willingwil1 g to setBet upup-

ways
up-

waysways to help the kids form relarela-rela-

tions
rela-

tions
¬-

tions with other people ," butbut-

there
but-

therethere aren'tarent' enough people inin-inin-

terested
in-

terested
¬-

terested in youths that have got-gotgot-

teninto
got-

teninto
-.

tenintoten-intoteninto-- trouble .

Most young people end up atat-

MYC
at-

MYCMYC after being adjudicated byby-

the
by-

thethe courts for criminal action .

The gogramIil98ramWram!( is oriented to ,.

counsel offenders in individual ,

group and family settings .
, "WhenWhen" they get out , we natnat-nat-

urally
nat-

urally
¬-

urally try to place thesetheEf kids inin-

the
in-

thethe best possible setting ," DeyoDeyo-
added

Deyo-
addedadded . "FosterFoster" homes are alal-alal-

ways
al-

ways
¬-

ways in short supply , there areare-

not
are-

notnot enough group homes , andand-

we
and-

wewe , try to put them back intointo-
th

into-
theirthe'irtheirth 'ir own family if the environenviron-environ-
ment

environ-
ment

¬-

ment is satisfactory ., That usual-usualusual-
Contlnued

usual-
Continued

usual-
Continued

-

(ContlnuedContinued on Page 6)6)
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lyIy means family counseling ,
which is difficult in rural situasitua-situa-
tions

situa-
tions

¬-

tions .".
Deyo explained that the MYCMYC-

program
MYC-

programprogram operates on two levels
- short-termshortterm- detention and thethe-

unit
the-

unitunit program . The detentiondetention-
program

detention-
programprogram is to hold offenders upup-

to
up-

toto 3,030,
O0 days before eitherither transtrans-trans-

ferring
trans-

ferring
¬-

ferring them into the longer-longerlonger-
range

longer-
range

-.

range or putting them into aa-

home
a-

homehome .

The unit program may take a

youth from four months to aa-

year
a-

yearyear to work through , accord ¬.

ing to how seriously the youthyouth-
takes

youth-
takestakes 'theirtheir' their responsibilities asas-

agreed
as-

agreedagreed upon at the start throughthrough-
aa contract with a counselor .

Each client begins at a maximaxi-maxi-
mum

maxi-
mum

¬-

mum security orientationqricntation phasephase-
which

phase-
whichwhich lasts 30 daysddaysys and proceedsproceeds-
through

proceeds-
throughthrough three steps to freedom .

The unit program may take aa-

youth
a-

youthyouth from four months to aa-

year
a-

yearyear to work through , accordingaccording-
toto how seriously the youth taketake-
their

take-
theirtheir responsibilities as agreedagreed-
upon

agreed-
uponupon at the start through a concon-con-

tract
con-

tract
¬-

tract with a counselor . EachEach-

client
Each-

clientclient begins at a maximum.XimumXimumm. sese-sese-
curity

se-

curity
-¬-

curity orientation phase whichwhich-
lasts

which-
lastslasts 30 days and proceedsproceeds-
through

proceeds-
throughthrough three steps to freedom .

"We'reWere" ' particularly concernedconcerned-
that

concerned-
thatthat these kids who come fromfrom-
rural

from-
ruralrural areas are facedfacedwithwith a situasitua-situa-
tion

¬.-

tion where they don'tdont' know anyany-any-

body
any-

body
¬-

body in a strange placeprace ." DeyoDeyo-
added

Deyo-
addedadded . "ThenThen" , after they'vetheyvethey've-
worl

they've-
worked

'
workedworl ed through their problems ,
they get scared at the idea ofof-

going
of-

goinggoing back home because theytheydon'tdon'tdont' know what people in theirtheir-
communities

their-
communitiescommunities will say and theythey-
don't

they-
don'tdon'tdont' knowknow how they'lltheyll' handlehandJehandJe-
the

handle-
thethe old situation.1situation1situation."'

Deyo expressed hope that lolo-lolo-

calor
lo-

cal
-¬

calcaloror regional persons concernconcern-concern-
ed

¬.-

ed about the youths who end upup-

toing
up-

goingtoinggoing?oing to MYC might initiateinitiate-
programs

initiate-
programsprograms for helpinghelpmg them .

On Dec . 1I , the program willwill-

be
will-

bebe enlarged to include a cottagecottage-
program

cottage-
programprogram , which will be a minimini-mini-

mum
mini-

mum
¬-

mum security family-typefamilytypefamily-typtyp- of arar-arar-

r

ar-

rangement
¬-

rangementU1gementr expected to help thethe-

youths
the-

youthsyouths form more permanentpermanent-
relationships

permanent-
relationshipsrelationships within a smallersmaller-
group

smaller-
groupgroup of persons .

Persons interestedinte-restedinterested- in helpinghehelping-
with

lpinglping-

withwith this problem may contactcontact-
Mclaughlin

contact-
McLaughlinMcLaughlin Youth Center byby-

writing
by-

writingwriting to Dawn Deyp , 26002600-
Providence

2600-
ProvidenceProvidence Road , Anchorage ,.

Alaska , 99503 ,. or by calling
277-77512777751- ..

_\


